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                  RICK’S REVELATIONS 
Being Free 
       True freedom has little to do with circumstances, and 
much more to do with our own state of mind. Scripture tells 
us that whoever Christ has set free, is truly free indeed, and 
the freedom that we gain through Jesus is more powerful 
and lasting than any chains of this life that might try to 
imprison us. Many of you know that our son, Ryan Butler, is 
currently serving out a prison sentence at Lancaster State 
Prison in Trenton, Florida near Gainesville. As a result of his 
conviction and sentencing under the law, he has lost many 
of the rights of freedom that he used to take for granted; 
many of the same freedoms that we all probably don’t even 
think twice about as the great privilege they truly are. Ryan is 
not free to come and go as he pleases. If he feels like 
walking outside and getting a little fresh air he can’t just step 
out the door. Most of his daily activities are decided by 
someone else, and he can only dream of the day when he 
will be able to get up in the morning and ponder what he will 
do with his “free time”. In prison, a person has a lot of time 
to think, and to regret, and even to hope and dream, but in a 
prison cell there is no such thing as “free time”.  Even your 
time is temporarily owned by someone else. And yet, as 
ironic as it may seem, there are many people who were once 
imprisoned by a pattern of actions they had fallen into that 
led to their incarceration, who have finally found a taste of 
freedom in the most unlikely of places, behind steel bars. 
Many people who have fallen into a life of addictions and 
crime have unknowingly traded the freedom of their soul to 
fuel their vices. They have become slaves to their next “hit” 
of whatever it is they have become addicted to, and even 
though they live in the “free world” outside the prison walls, 
they are anything but free. For some of these victims of their 
own poor choices, coming to prison has been an escape 
from their bondage to their former life. It is not that they 
chose to get arrested and be sentenced, but sometimes it is 
a blessing in disguise if they will choose to see it that way. 
Once they are cut off from the addictions that once held 
them in a death grip, they experience a freedom that they  

never felt while they were under the influence of their 
out of control lifestyle. They discover that freedom is a 
state of mind, and that it is possible to be a prisoner 
even though no one is imprisoning you, and also to be a 
free person even when you are locked behind bars.  The 
Apostle Paul spent time in jail. Some of his most 
inspirational scriptures were written while he was a 
prisoner. His only crime was that he would not be silent 
about the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Even while he was in 
chains and behind bars, his mind and heart and soul 
were truly free, because whoever has been set free by 
the Son is free indeed. (John 8:36) It is a freedom that 
cannot be taken away by anyone or anything of this 
world. We have to examine our own lives and ask 
ourselves if we are allowing anything of this world to 
hold us prisoner, to lock us behind worldly bars that 
keep us from our freedom in Christ? We have all heard 
the phrase: “Freedom isn’t Free”, and it’s usual meaning 
that we need to remember and thank all those who 
sacrificed a part of their lives for the freedom we have in 
this great country of ours. And we need also to 
remember that Freedom in Christ came at a price that 
was paid by Jesus on the cross. It is a difficult task to 
remain free in Christ when we are out here in the so-
called “free world’. There just are so many temptations 
to sinful thoughts and actions that we have all the 
materials we need to build our own prison cell for our 
souls. Our only chance is to chain ourselves instead to 
the cross of Christ, and let ourselves become prisoners 
of the Gospel so that our souls can be truly free no 
matter what circumstances we find ourselves in. I have 
written a song about our son Ryan’s ongoing experience 
in prison called: “Being Free”. The chorus which is the 
main idea behind the song goes like this: “You can’t 
stop my heart from beating, You can’t stop my mind 
from dreaming, You can’t stop Love, from breaking 
through these walls, You can’t stop my soul, from being 
free.” Thank you for all your prayers for Ryan, and 
please pray for all those who are not surrendered 
themselves to be prisoners of the Love of Jesus Christ. 

                      
                           Pastor Rick 
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Thank you for supporting 

 this ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study  

is at 10:00 a.m. 
All are Welcome! 

 
      CHURCH SERVICES  

        
          SUNDAY, JULY 1ST  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

With Communion 
        

          SUNDAY, JULY 8TH  
10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

Potluck Luncheon 
 

 SUNDAY, JULY 15TH   
10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 
 SUNDAY, JULY 22ND                    

10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 29TH 

10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
Children’s Home Sunday 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
Dylan Wilson                    7th  

Bruce Sykes                    16th 

Mark Johnson                  21st  

Carol Wright                     25th 

Kathy Suarez                   29th 

Patricia McGuirt               31st 

         
       JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 Mark & Marianne Johnson 

July 4th 

James & Eileen Ruscavich 
July 16th 

Congratulations! 

 

 
CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

JULY 22nd.  COME SHARE IN THE 
FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 

DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
        ALL ARE WELCOME! 

     JULY IMPORTANT DATES 
1st -  Communion Sunday 
1st  - Canada Day 
4th -  Independence Day 
4th -  National Country Music Day                            
6th-   National Fried Chicken Day 
8th-   Pot-Luck Luncheon 
11th - Cheer Up The Lonely Day 
13th - Barbershop Music Appreciation Day  
14th-  Shark Awareness Day  
15th-  National Ice Cream Day 
20th-  Moon Day 
22nd- Hammock Day 
22nd- Parent’s Day 
24th - Amelia Earhart Day  
26th - Aunt and Uncle Day 
28th - National Day of The Cowboy 
29th -  International Tiger Day 
30th -  International Day of Friendship 

                      The Senior Breakfast  
                  (50 years young  

                 and over)   
will be held Friday, July 27th, 

 at 8:00 A.M. 
At Denny’s Restaurant 

On Park Road. 

Money Matters -May. 2018 
Beginning Balance - $ 36,309.99 
Expenses -                $   2,920.71 
Income -                  $   5752.50 
Ending Balance -      $ 39,141.78 

 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
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Including God in Everything                                                      
Every Congressional session begins with a 
religious moment that is unique in the governing 
of modern nations. Activity pauses as the 
chaplain, chosen by congress themselves, comes 
to the platform to the House to pray with and for 
the legislators. Many times the piety and skill of 
the chaplain determine the effectiveness of the 
day’s prayer. The impact of the singular message 
of each day’s prayer is less important, however, 
than the unchanging power of the tradition of the 
moment.   It all began when the first Continental 
Congress met to establish a United States of 
America, and it has continued through the 
centuries as we struggle to preserve our nation. 
One day the session was going badly. A clack of 
unity among the representatives was threatening 
to break up the anticipated union of the states.                    
Benjamin Franklin spoke up that day:                  
“Mr. President, I have lived, sir, a long time. And 
the longer I live, the more convincing proof I see 
of this truth: that God governs in the affairs of 
men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground 
without His notice, is it probable that an empire 
can rise without His aid? Except the Lord build a 
house, they labor in vain that build it. I therefore 
move that, henceforth, prayers imploring the 
assistance of Heaven be held in this assembly 
every morning.                                                     
“It has been so ever since.                                  
And so may it ever be.” 

Independence Day 
During the American Revolution, the legal 
separation of the Thirteen Colonies from Great 
Britain occurred on July 2, 1776, when the Second 
Continental Congress voted to approve a resolution 
of independence that had been proposed in June 
by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia declaring the 
United States independent from Great Britain. After 
voting for independence, Congress turned its 
attention to the Declaration of Independence, a 
statement explaining this decision, which had been 
prepared by a Committee of Five, with Thomas 
Jefferson as its principal author. Congress debated 
and revised the wording of the Declaration, finally 
approving it on July 4. A day earlier, John 
Adams had written to his wife Abigail: The second 
day of July, 1776, will be the most memorable 
epoch in the history of America. I am apt to believe 
that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations 
as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be 
commemorated as the day of deliverance, by 
solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to 
be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, 
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and 
illuminations, from one end of this continent to the 
other, from this time forward forever more. 
Adams’s prediction was off by two days. From the 
outset, Americans celebrated independence on July 
4, the date shown on the much-publicized 
Declaration of Independence, rather than on July 2, 
the date the resolution of independence was 
approved in a closed session of Congress.                                                       
In a remarkable coincidence, both John Adams and 
Thomas Jefferson, the only signers of the 
Declaration of Independence later to serve as 
Presidents of the United States, died on the same 
day: July 4, 1826, which was the 50th anniversary 
of the Declaration. Although not a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, but another Founding 
Father who became a President, James Monroe, 
died on July 4, 1831, thus becoming the third 
president in a row who died on this memorable day.  
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REMINDER 
 

Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by JULY 22,   

for the AUGUST Newsletter.   
Call 813-659-3718 or  

e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
I CAN, YOU CAN 

On the First Sunday of the month, 
Communion Sunday, please bring a 

can of non-perishable food to be 
donated to the local Food Bank. 

Put it in the basket as you  
enter the church .  

Thank you for caring! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 
 

* * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * 
REMINDERS 

Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 

the Latino Heart Ministries to help with 
expenses incurred with picking up and 

delivering donations of food and clothing. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 am. 
We help them sort and date the various food donations to help 
them be able to distribute the food in a timely manner. Anyone is 
welcome to join us in this cooperative ministry effort that helps us 
fulfill the call of Jesus to feed the hungry in His name. Since they 
usually have a lot of volunteers from the local schools during the 
summer, we won’t be volunteering again until August. 

Church Beautification Projects - You may have noticed the 
painting and renovation that have been taking place in the fellowship 
hall over the last month, and we are hoping to continue to restore 
and repair the church buildings where needed. If you have noticed a 
particular room or area in need of attention, please let us know, and 
we will come up with a list of future projects that we can get done 
using the people and resources we have. Please email or call with 
your ideas: graceumcpc@verizon.net or 813-659-3718. 

Making a Joyful Noise -  If you would enjoy lending your 
voice to sing praises to Our Lord, we invite you to join our 
small choir to provide special music on Sundays. During the 
summer our choir will be an informal gathering with practice 
at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings. Come sing along with us! 

Church Website Is Up and Running! Our church now has a 

new website! We will be able to better connect with those who 
prefer electronic communication, and we will have the opportunity to 
post our monthly newsletter along with other breaking news 
concerning Grace Church and our community. We will also have 
the ability to post sermons, prayers, and other inspirational 
information online. We are praying that God will bless our efforts 
and enable us to reach more people than ever before with the Good 
News of the Risen Christ! Check it out: Graceumcplantcity.com   
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A time to kneel                                                Written by Ted Nugent 
  
Take a little trip to Valley Forge in January. Hold a musket ball in your 
fingers and imagine it piercing your flesh and breaking a bone or two. There 
won't be a doctor or trainer to assist you until after the battle, so just 
wait your turn. Take your cleats and socks off to get a real experience. 
  
Then take a knee. 
  
Then, take a knee on the beach in Normandy where man after American man 
stormed the beach, even as the one in front of him was shot to pieces ... 
the very sea stained with American blood. The only blockers most had were 
the dead bodies in front of them, riddled with bullets from enemy fire. 
  
Take a knee in the sweat soaked jungles of Vietnam. From Khe San to Saigon 
... anywhere will do. Americans died in all those jungles. There was no 
playbook that told them what was next, but they knew what flag they 
represented. When they came home, they were protested as well, and spit on 
for reasons only cowards know. 
  
Take another knee in the blood drenched sands of Fallujah in 110 degree heat 
.. Wear your Kevlar helmet and battle dress. Your number won't be printed on 
it unless your number is up! You'll need to stay hydrated but there won't be 
anyone to squirt Gatorade into your mouth. You're on your own. 
  
There are a lot of places to take a knee where Americans have given their 
lives all over the world.. When you use the banner under which they fought 
as a source for your displeasure, you dishonor the memories of those who 
bled for the very freedoms you have. That's what the red stripes mean. It 
represents the blood of those who spilled a sea of it defending your liberty. 
  
While you're on your knee, pray for those that came before you, not on a 
manicured lawn striped and printed with numbers to announce every inch of 
ground taken ... but on nameless hills and bloodied beaches and sweltering 
forests and bitter cold mountains .. every inch marked by an American life 
lost serving that flag you protest. 
  
No cheerleaders, no announcers, no coaches, no fans ... just American men 
and women ... delivering the real fight against those who chose to harm us 
... blazing a path so you would have the right to "take a knee." You haven't 
any inkling of what it took to get you where you are ... but your "protest" 
is duly noted. Not only is it disgraceful to a nation of real heroes, it 
serves the purpose of pointing to your ingratitude for those who chose to 
defend you under that banner that will still wave long after your jersey is retired. 
  
If you really feel the need to take a knee, come with me to church on Sunday 
and we'll both kneel before Almighty God. We'll thank Him for preserving 
this country for as long as He has. We'll beg forgiveness for our 
ingratitude for all He has provided us. We'll appeal to Him for 
understanding and wisdom. We'll pray for liberty and justice for 
all...because He is the one who provides those things. But there will be no 
protest. There will only be gratitude for His provision and a plea for His 



 

 

 
 


