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                  RICK’S REVELATIONS 
 

     
      We know as fall approaches, and the days start to grow 
shorter, we will eventually reach winter and the amount of 
sunlight we see in a day will be less than the amount of 
darkness we will experience. But it is a little known fact 
that at the end of a year’s time for most locations on earth, 
the total amount of light we have enjoyed will be greater 
than the total amount of darkness. This is not an accident, 
and in fact I believe that it is a statement by God, who 
created it all, that light will always overcome darkness, just 
as good will always overwhelm evil, and God’s Grace will 
always outshine Sin. In this vast universe that God has 
created from nothing at all there is a balance and a 
symmetry that keeps everything moving in perfect 
harmony, but I also believe that as much as God allows the 
motion of the planets and stars and galaxies to take their 
course, He has set them in motion in a predictable way 
that will place them exactly where He has ordained them to 
be at any given time. In relation to the vastness of the 
universe,  and the incredible distances in light years 
between earth and even the closest stars, our little planet 
and all of us start to look pretty small and insignificant. But 
in truth, it doesn’t matter how short or far a distance may 
measure if we are not willing to try to reach out across it. 
Whether it be light years or the 12 inches between our 
hearts and our minds, it may as well be an eternity if we 
don’t attempt to connect across the empty space. The 
distance between ourselves and our God could be said to 
be measured by the depth of our sin, but praise be to God 
that He has provided a way through Jesus for that distance 
to be reduced to nothing through the saving Grace Christ 
won on the cross. There is a misconception among some 
who don’t yet know Christ, that all of those who follow Him 
and put their faith in His forgiveness are now perfect, or 
tend to think that they are. But we need for them to know 
the truth that we are not perfect; just forgiven. I heard a 
Christian song years ago and the lyrics really struck me as 
so profound that I never forgot them.  

Here are the words I remember from the song 
“Honestly”, by the band VOTA: “Honestly can I tell you 
where I’m at. Honestly can I pull the curtain back. Will 
you run if you see how weak I am? If you don’t see the 
real me you won’t see what mercy’s done. If you don’t 
see my weakness you won’t see what love has won. If 
you don’t see the distance from the darkness to the Son, 
you won’t see, honestly.” I have had many spiritual 
seasons come and go in my life, some felt warm as the 
summer sun, some, like Spring, were full of life, and 
others like Winter, cold as ice. And at times I have 
looked into the eyes of a stranger in the mirror and 
wondered how I had let my sin run my life, and why I 
even mattered at all. And as I looked upward towards the 
sun as it broke through an opening in the clouds I 
understood the distance between my sinful self and the 
perfect light of the Son. And for a moment I understood 
what the Apostle Paul meant when he said that he was 
not ashamed of his past, in fact he said he boasted of 
his weaknesses because through them the true height of 
the strength of God was more visible. Maybe we need to 
make sure that as we testify to the saving power of 
Christ that we share the story of our own weaknesses 
and mistakes so that we could not possibly be thought 
of as perfect, and so that the true extent of the change 
God can bring to a life could be seen in it’s fullness. The 
step of Grace that takes us from convicted sinners to 
forgiven believers is a small step for Jesus; but an 
impossibly large leap for mankind. So let us celebrate 
the distance from the darkness we once walked in to the 
light of Christ that we now walk by. And let us humbly 
give thanks to Jesus, who carried us on his back along 
with the cross until there was no distance at all between 
us and our Father in Heaven. It has been said that a 
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. 
All we have to is fix our eyes on Jesus, and take that 
first single step of faith, and never look back except to 
see just how far Christ has led us, the distance from the 
darkness to the light.                                
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Thank you for supporting 

 this ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study  

is at 10:00 a.m. 
All are Welcome! 

 
      CHURCH SERVICES  

        
          SUNDAY, SEPT. 2ND  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

With Communion 
        

          SUNDAY, SEPT. 9TH  
10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

Potluck Luncheon  
 

 SUNDAY, SEPT.  16TH   
10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 
SUNDAY, SEPT.  23RD                    

10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
 

SUNDAY, SEPT.  30TH 

10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
Children’s Home Sunday 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Bob O’dette                      4th 

Nelda Johnson                 13th  

Marianne Carpenter         30th 
 SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 David and Whitney Braun  
September 16th 

Raymond and Carol Wright 
 September 18th 

Congratulations! 

 
CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

SEPTEMBER 9TH.  COME SHARE 
IN THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
        ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

     SEPTEMBER IMPORTANT DATES 
2nd -  Communion Sunday 
2nd -  VJ Day, WWII 
3rd  -  Labor Day 
4th -   Newspaper Carrier Day 
6th -   Read a Book Day 
8th-    International Literacy Day    
9th-    Potluck Sunday                                                 
9th -   Grandparents Day 
11th -  9/11 Remembrance 
13th -  Uncle Sam Day                      
15th -  POW/MIA Recognition Day 
16th -  Mexican Independence Day 
16th -  Wife Appreciation Day 
21st -  International Peace Day 
22nd -  Autumn Equinox - Fall Begins 
22nd -National Hunting & Fishing Day 
28th -  National Good Neighbor Day 
28th -  Native American Day 
29th -  Church Spaghetti Dinner 

                      The Senior Breakfast  
                  (50 years young  

                 and over)   
will be held Friday, Sept. 28th , 

 at 8:00 A.M. 
At Denny’s Restaurant 

On Park Road. 

Money Matters -July. 2018 
Beginning Balance - $ 40,440.95 
Expenses -                $   4,397.95 
Income -                  $   4,109.50 
Ending Balance -      $ 40,151.57 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

“The Christian life is not a 
constant high. I have my 

moments of deep 
discouragement. I have to go 
to God in prayer with tears in 

my eyes, and say, 'O God, 
forgive me,' or 'Help me.'” 

Billy Graham 
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The Dart Test 

A young lady named Sally relates an experience she had in a 
seminary class given by her teacher, Dr. Smith. She says that Dr. 
Smith was known for his elaborate object lessons.  

One particular day, Sally walked into the seminary and knew they 
were in for a fun day.  

On the wall was a big target, and on a nearby table were many 
darts. Dr. Smith told the students to draw a picture of someone that 
they disliked or someone who had made them angry, and he would 
allow them to throw darts at the person's picture.  

Sally's friend drew a picture of a girl who had stolen her boyfriend. 
Another friend drew a picture of his little brother. Sally drew a 
picture of a former friend, putting a great deal of detail into her 
drawing, even drawing pimples on the face. Sally was pleased with 
the overall effect she had achieved.  

The class lined up and began throwing darts. Some of the students 
threw their darts with such force that their targets were ripping 
apart. Sally looked forward to her turn, and was filled with 
disappointment when Dr. Smith, because of time limits, asked the 
students to return to their seats. As Sally sat thinking about how 
angry she was because she didn't have a chance to throw any darts 
at her target. Dr. Smith began removing the target from the wall.  

Underneath the target was a picture of Jesus. A hush fell over the 
room as each student viewed the mangled picture of Jesus; holes 
and jagged marks covered His face, and His eyes were pierced.  

Dr. Smith said only these words, "In as much as ye have done it 
unto the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me." 
Matthew 25:40  

No other words were necessary; the tears filled eyes of the 
students focused only on the picture of Christ.  

 

The Bible  
in 50 Words 

God made. 
Adam bit. 

Noah arked. 
Abraham split.  

Jacob fooled. 
Joseph ruled. 
Bush talked. 

Moses balked.  
Pharaoh plagued. 

People walked. 
Sea divided. 

Tablets guided.  
Promise landed. 

Saul freaked. 
David peeked.  

Prophets warned. 
Jesus born. 

God walked. 
Love talked.  

Anger crucified. 
Hope died. 
Love rose.  

Spirit flamed. 
Word spread. 

God remained. 
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REMINDER 
 

Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by SEPTEMBER 22,   
for the OCTOBER Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can of non-perishable food to be 
donated to the local Food Bank. 

Put it in the basket as you  
enter the church .  

Thank you for caring! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 
 

* * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * 
REMINDERS 

Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 

the Latino Heart Ministries to help with 
expenses incurred with picking up and 

delivering donations of food and clothing. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 am. 
We are helping them sort and date the various food donations to 
help them be able to distribute the food in a timely manner. 
Anyone is welcome to join us in this cooperative ministry effort 
that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus to feed the hungry in His 
name. We will be helping them again Tuesday, September 11th. 

Church Beautification Projects - You may have noticed the 
painting and renovation that have been taking place in the fellowship 
hall over the last month, and we are hoping to continue to restore 
and repair the church buildings where needed. If you have noticed a 
particular room or area in need of attention, please let us know, and 
we will come up with a list of future projects that we can get done 
using the people and resources we have. Please email or call with 
your ideas: graceumcpc@verizon.net or 813-659-3718. 

Quarterly Outreach Dinner- We are having our 3rd Outreach Dinner 
of this year on Saturday, September 29th, from 430-730 pm. We are 
asking for help from the congregation. We would ask that each 
family who can would prepare a batch of spaghetti sauce to share, 
and bring it to the fellowship hall on Sept. 29th. The church will 
furnish salad, Garlic bread, Salad, and drinks. We hope it will be a 
fun time of fellowship with each other and our neighbors! If you 
have any questions please email or call the Church. Thank you and 
God bless you! 

 New Christian Movie “The Favorite”! 
The new Christian Movie called “The Favorite” is an inspirational 
story based on the true life events and miracles that happened in 
the life of Tampa Bay area local Luke Bernard. The movie was 
filmed in the Tampa Bay area and will be coming to Tampa bay 

theatres on  Sept. 7! For more information visit:  
www.TheFavoritemovie.com  



 

 

 
 


