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RICK’S REVELATIONS
THE SCENT OF LOVE
It has been scientifically proven that the strongest
memory inducing sense we have is our sense of smell.
When we catch a whiff of something good, or bad, that is
attached to a particular memory, all we have to do is close
our eyes and we are right there all over again. The sense of
smell brings back the memory in such a vivid fashion that
we couldn’t escape it’s power to pull us out of the present
and instantly place us in a time gone by, just like a
moment or two of temporary time travel. Certain times of
year are especially powerful in bringing back memories.
The delicious scents of Thanksgiving dinner, from the
roasting turkey to the pumpkin pie baking in the oven,
bring back a flood of treasured memories of loved ones
and friends sitting together at the table sharing the food
and fellowship as we give thanks for our blessings. One of
the smells that seems to have the most profound effect on
me is the scent of fresh baked Christmas sugar cookies as
they first come out of the oven. Suddenly I find myself
bathed in the love of my mother and grandmother as they
prepared the cookies from scratch, using a contraption
that formed the dough into the shapes of stars, Christmas
trees, angels, and bells. And as much as I love the smell
and the taste of those cookies to this day, it is the love that
I recall most strongly from those precious moments of
childhood. Now, I am not a great baker of cookies, and so
if it were not for Yankee Candles and their perfect imitation
of the scent of Christmas cookies, I might not be entranced
by that aroma very often. Our memories, no matter how
they are triggered are a strong part of our past, and they
can shape the way we imagine our future. Some memories
make us smile, while others make us cry. Some make us
happy, and others cause us apprehension and pain.
Although the details of the memories may fade, the
emotions of our recollections never tarnish at all. Over
time, we can learn to leave behind the heartache and the
remorse of our past, but the love always remains.
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As Christians we somehow have a memory of God’s
love that first created us, and when we experience love
from another person, we are reconnected with that
divine love from which we were formed and born. I
believe that our mission as disciples of Christ would be
to make sure that we do all we do in a loving manner,
and in the name of God’s unconditional and universal
Love. If we can leave behind a legacy of love, and
memories that will remind those who lived them out with
us of the love that was the motivating force behind and
through it all, then we will have left a gift that not only
makes people feel good, but can motivate them to carry
on the tradition of sowing the seeds of God’s Love
everywhere they go and in everything they do. Jesus
instituted the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with his
followers in the hope that every time they shared the
wine and the bread in His Name, they would remember
and feel the presence of His divine Love. It can be hard
to take the time in our over-busy world to let those who
are closest to us know how much we love them, and
even harder to find ways to reach out to those we don’t
know yet, and convey to them that they are loved by us
and by our loving God. Love is the most important
ingredient in anything we do. And as the Apostle Paul
wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:2 – “If I have the gift of
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains
but have not love, I am nothing.” Long after all our
memories are erased from our minds, the love attached
to them will remain forever. So, let us take time to create
some memories, and to smell the roses and the turkey
and the Christmas cookies. And in all the cooking and
baking and every little thing we do for each other, let us
make sure not to forget the most important ingredient,
and let us fill our homes and churches and the world
with the unforgettable scent of God’s undying Love.

Pastor Rick
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If you have anything
to put in the monthly
newsletter please contact
us via email at
graceumcpc@verizon.net
or call 659-3718.

****************************
Please remember on the fifth
Sunday of the month a special
offering will be taken up for the
Florida United Methodist
Children’s Home.
------------------------------------------------

NOVEMBER 2018

Page 2

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY, NOV. 4TH

10:00 A.M. Worship Service
With Communion
SUNDAY, NOV. 11

TH

10:00 A.M. Worship Service
1:00 P.M. Memorial Service
For Christine Houck
SUNDAY, NOV. 18TH

10:00 A.M. Worship Service
SUNDAY, NOV. 25TH

The Flower Donation Sign-up
Sheet is in the foyer. The cost
to buy a pair of flower
arrangements for the altar is
fifteen dollars for the two altar
bouquets or twenty-five dollars
for the one large one.
Thank you for supporting
this ministry.
************************************

PRAYER LIST: If you have a
request to add a person’s name to
the Prayer Chain please contact:
PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mailgraceumcpc@verizon.net)

The Senior Breakfast
(50 years young
and over)
will be held Friday, NOV. 30th ,
at 8:00 A.M.
At Denny’s Restaurant
On Park Road.

18th

Betty Fletcher

21st

Donna Hess

23rd

David Brewster

25th

Jan Stevens

27th

Have a fun-filled day
and a blessed year!
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Watson and Marianne
Carpenter
November 12th!

Congratulations!

10:00 A.M. Worship Service

NOVEMBER IMPORTANT DATES
(November is Native American
Heritage Month)
1st - All Saints Day
3rd - Charge Conference 2:30 pm
3rd - Book Lovers Day
4th - Daylight Savings Time Ends
4th - Communion/All Saints Sunday
6th - U.S. General Election Day - VOTE!
10th - US Marine Corps Birthday
11th- Veterans Day
11th- Harvest Home/Potluck Sunday
13th- Caregiver Appreciation Day
14th - World Diabetes Day
15th - Great American Smokeout
16th- International Tolerance Day
17th - National Adoption Day
20th - Universal Children’s Day
22nd - Thanksgiving Day
23rd - Black Friday
25th - Christ the King Sunday

Money Matters -Sept. 2018
WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study
is at 10:00 a.m.
All are Welcome!

Claudette Waddell

Beginning Balance - $ 35,982.40
Expenses $ 3,296.12
Income $ 6,817.50
Ending Balance $ 39,503.78

"You build on failure.
You use it as a stepping
stone. Close the door on
the past. You don’t try
to forget the mistakes,
but you don’t dwell on
it. You don’t let it have
any of your energy, or
any of your time, or
any of your space."
Johnny Cash

Harvest Home
CHURCH POT LUCK
LUNCHEON
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 11TH. COME SHARE
IN THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE!
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME
TOGETHER IN CHRIST!
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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A Glass of Milk
One day, a poor boy who was selling goods from door to door to pay his way through school,
found he had only one thin dime left, and he was hungry. He decided he would ask for a meal at
the next house. However, he lost his nerve when a lovely young woman opened the door. Instead
of a meal he asked for a drink of water.
She thought he looked hungry so brought him a large glass of milk. He drank it slowly, and then
asked, "How much do I owe you?"
"You don't owe me anything," she replied. "Mother has taught us never to accept pay for a
kindness."
He said..... "Then I thank you from my heart." As Howard Kelly left that house, he not only felt
stronger physically, but his faith in God and man was strong also. He had been ready to give up
and quit.
Year's later that young woman became critically ill. The local doctors were baffled. They finally
sent her to the big city, where they called in specialists to study her rare disease. Dr. Howard Kelly
was called in for the consultation. When he heard the nameof the town she came from, a strange
light filled his eyes. Immediately he rose and went down the hall of the hospital to her room.
Dressed in his doctor's gown he went in to see her. He recognized her at once. He went back to
the consultation room determined to do his best to save her life. From that day he gave special
attention to the case.
After a long struggle, the battle was won. Dr. Kelly requested the business office to pass the final
bill to him for approval.
He looked at it, then wrote something on the edge and the bill was sent to her room. She feared
to open it, for she was sure it would take the rest of her life to pay for it all. Finally she looked, and
something caught her attention on the side of the bill.
She read these words.....
"Paid in full with one glass of milk"
(Signed)
Dr. Howard Kelly
Tears of joy flooded her eyes as her happy heart prayed: "Thank You, God, that Your love has
spread abroad through human hearts and hands."
Everyone has a Story
A 24 year old boy seeing out from the train’s window shouted…
“Dad, look the trees are going behind!”
Dad smiled and a young couple sitting nearby, looked at the 24 year old’s childish behavior
with pity, suddenly he again exclaimed…
“Dad, look the clouds are running with us!”
The couple couldn’t resist and said to the old man…“Why don’t you take your son to a good
doctor?” The old man smiled and said…“I did and we are just coming from the hospital, my son
was blind from birth, he just got his eyes today.”
Every single person on the planet has a story. Don’t judge people before you truly know them.
The truth might surprise you.
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REMINDER
Newsletter items need to be to
Pastor Rick by NOVEMBER 22,
for the DECEMBER Newsletter.
Call 813-659-3718 or
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net
**********************
I CAN, YOU CAN

On the First Sunday of the month,
Communion Sunday, please bring a
can of non-perishable food to be
donated to the local Food Bank.
Put it in the basket as you
enter the church .
Thank you for caring!
***************

New Building Fund
We have made many
improvements over the last few
years to our aging church property,
we were able to pay for them in
full, thanks to your extravagant
generosity! We do have other
repair projects that will need to be
addressed and if you would like to
support those efforts you can
make a donation to our new
Building Fund. God Bless You!
******** *******

REMINDERS
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum
soda cans at the church. Please rinse
them and bring them to the church. The
money raised by this endeavor is given to
the Latino Heart Ministries to help with
expenses incurred with picking up and
delivering donations of food and clothing.
*************
Also Soda tabs are being collected by
John Houck for a Mission Project.
***********

Have you noticed the Brown Box
on your left when you enter the
Sanctuary?
This is there for your spare change.
All this money goes to the
Children’s Home.
God Bless You and thank you!

Local Ministry Opportunities
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 am.
We are helping them sort and date the various food donations to
help them be able to distribute the food in a timely manner.
Anyone is welcome to join us in this cooperative ministry effort
that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus to feed the hungry in His
name. We will be helping them again Tuesday, November 13th.

Special Memorial Service for Christine Houck -

We are
planning a special Memorial Service to Celebrate the life of
Christine Houck. It will be held on Sunday, November 11th at 1:00
p.m. with visitation at 12:30 p.m. Please keep John and all the
family in your prayers during this difficult time.

Church Beautification Projects -

You may have noticed the
painting and renovation that have been taking place in the fellowship
hall over the last month, and we are hoping to continue to restore
and repair the church buildings where needed. If you have noticed a
particular room or area in need of attention, please let us know, and
we will come up with a list of future projects that we can get done
using the people and resources we have. Please email or call with
your ideas: graceumcpc@verizon.net or 813-659-3718.

