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                  RICK’S REVELATIONS 

         I’ve always wondered if a young bird that has finally taken 
that leap of faith into flight and left the nest that had been it’s 
point of entrance into the world, and a place of safety and 
security as it grows and awaits the appointed time to spread it’s 
wings; do they ever look back? Do they ever come back to that 
nest as an adult bird and just sit there and be amazed at how 
small it seems now that they are so big. I wonder how many of 
us have traveled back to such a place of beginnings and felt 
the flood of memories that still lingered there in the air, just 
waiting for our return. Where we have come from does not 
determine how far or how high we can fly, but the experiences 
of the empty nests of our past have helped us become who we 
are in many ways. And no matter how successful and self-
sufficient we may become, we are humbled by the thought of 
our utter helplessness as a baby, and our complete 
dependence upon our mothers for survival. As we celebrate 
and praise the birth of our Lord and Savior on that first 
Christmas, we know that he too was once just a helpless infant. 
The King of all creation, who came to save us all, was once not 
capable of saving himself.  
      Every year hundreds of thousands of people travel to the 
Holy Land, and many visit around the time of Christmas and 
visit the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. The church is said 
to be built over the cave or grotto that was a part of the  stable 
or shelter where Jesus was born. People flock to see this 
empty nest where the new-born Jesus took his first breaths of 
earthly air, and heard clearly for the first time the voices of 
Mary and Joseph from outside of his mother’s warm womb. 
There is no information in the Bible to tell us if Jesus ever re-
visited the place of his holy birth, if he ever looked down into 
that bed of hay in the manger where he first laid his head. We 
may never know, but I like to think that as he got ready to begin 
his ministry that would lead to his crucifixion on the cross, he 
might have gone back to the empty nest of straw where His 
journey first began. I have to believe as well that it is highly 
likely that his mother Mary may have gone back to that stable 
to remember a simpler time when it was just her and Joseph  

 
and Jesus, and a few shepherds and farm animals. None of 
them could have known that from such a simple and humble 
beginning of a life would come the possibility of eternal life 
for every man and woman born since that Holy night. But 
God knew. It was His plan all along to bring forth His 
greatest Glory from the least likely of places.  
    There is yet another empty nest we need to remember as 
believers in the resurrected Christ. Another very simple and 
plain looking place, the empty stone tomb in the garden 
where Jesus was taken and laid to rest after His body was 
removed from the blood-stained cross. Christmas Eve and 
Easter morning are forever linked together just as these two 
empty nests that mark the beginning and the completion of 
God’s mission to save our souls through the life, death, and 
resurrection of His only Son. There is a mixture of emotions 
surrounding empty nests. Parents experience this feeling of 
loss and separation when their children leave home and 
begin a new life of their own, leaving behind the echoes and 
shadows of many years of life shared together as a family. 
This Empty Nest Syndrome, as it has been labeled, can take 
some time and effort to get past, but eventually we come to 
terms with the sudden change of routine. It does help to visit 
the next generation of not so empty nests, and we take on 
new roles as grandmothers and grandfathers and uncles and 
aunts, and we marvel at the perpetual circle of life as it rolls 
on. Any feeling of emptiness is replaced by hope as we 
realize that this life is just a temporary nest that we will one 
day leave behind to fly somewhere over the rainbow, higher 
than any bird ever flew. As we remember the birth of our 
Savior, and we recall the lowly stable and the manger, let us 
also look east towards the rising sun of the dawn of Easter 
morning and the empty tomb that could not contain Christ. 
He is not there, He is risen. He is not in Bethlehem either. He 
is within each of us, waiting to be born again to fill the empty 
nest of our souls with new hope and life, until we are ready 
to fly with our own wings of faith. A Merry Christmas to all, 
and to all a good flight!                                               

                       Pastor Rick      
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Thank you for supporting 

 this ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study  

is at 10:00 a.m. 
All are Welcome! 

 
      CHURCH SERVICES  

           SUNDAY, DEC. 2ND  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

With Communion 
        

          SUNDAY, DEC. 9TH  
10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

POTLUCK LUNCHEON 
 

 SUNDAY, DEC.  16TH   
10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 
SUNDAY, DEC.  23RD                    

10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
 

 MONDAY, DEC.  24TH   
 7:00 P.M. Candlelight Service 

With Communion 
  

SUNDAY, DEC.  30TH   
10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Melody Yancey               13th  

Wilma Guyot                   16th 

Charlene Cooper             18th  

Judy Muzuruk                  20th  

Rhett Suarez                   22nd                

Donna McEver                22nd 

John Nelson                    24th 

Mary Givens                    29th 

Reggie Stevens               29th 

Howard Wilson                29th 
        Have a fun-filled day  
          and a blessed year!  

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
  Mark and Lisa Butcher 

December 12th! 
 Henry and Martie Allen 

   December 18th! 
   Congratulations! 

 
 CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

DECEMBER 9TH.  COME SHARE 
IN THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
        ALL ARE WELCOME! 

     DECEMBER IMPORTANT DATES 
2nd  - Communion/Advent Begins  
2nd-  Hanukkah begins 
7th -  Pearl Harbor Day 
8th -  National Brownie Day 
9th-   Potluck Sunday 
9th -  International Children’s Day 
10th - Human Rights Day 
12th - Poinsettia Day 
15th-  Bill of Rights Day 
18th - Charles Wesley’s Birthday- 1707  
19th - Look for an Evergreen Day 
20th - Go Caroling Day 
21st - Winter Solstice                      
24th - Christmas Eve Service 7pm. 
25th - Christmas Day 
26th - Boxing Day 
31st - New Year’s Eve 
 

             Everyone is 
        invited to  

         Our Fellowship 
          Breakfast!  

        Friday, Dec. 28th , 
        at 8:00 A.M 

    At Denny’s Restaurant  
      On Park Road. 

Money Matters -Oct. 2018 
Beginning Balance - $ 39,503.78 
Expenses -                $   4,663.13 
Income -                  $   4,776.66 
Ending Balance -      $ 39,617.31 

For it is good to be 
children sometimes, and 

never better than at 
Christmas, when its 

mighty Founder was a 
child Himself.  

                 Charles Dickens,  
                A Christmas Carol  



 

 
Grace United Methodist Church Newsletter              DECEMBER 2018                   Page 3 

'The Story of Silent Night' 
  Father Joseph Mohr sat at the old organ. His fingers stretched over the keys, forming the notes of a chord. He 
took a deep breath and pressed down. Nothing. He lifted his fingers and tried again. Silence echoed through the 
church.Father Joseph shook his head. It was no use. The pipes were rusted, the bellows mildewed. The organ 
had been wheezing and growing quieter for months, and Father Joseph had been hoping it would hold together 
until the organ builder arrived to repair it in the spring. But now, on December 23, 1818, the organ had finally 
given out. St. Nicholas Church would have no music for Christmas.Father Joseph sighed. Maybe a brisk walk 
would make him feel better. He pulled on his overcoat and stepped out into the night. His white breath puffed out 
before him. Moonlight sparkled off the snow-crusted trees and houses in the village of Oberndorf. Father Joseph 
crunched through the snowy streets to the edge of the little Austrian town and climbed the path leading up the 
mountain.From high above Oberndorf, Father Joseph watched the Salzach River ripple past St. Nicholas Church. 
In the spring, when melting snow flowed down the mountains and the river swelled in its banks, water lapped at 
the foundation of the church. It was moisture from the flooding river that had caused the organ to mildew and 
rust.Father Joseph looked out over the Austrian Alps. Stars shone above in the still and silent night. Silent 
night? Father Joseph stopped. Of course! "Silent Night!" He had written a poem a few years before, when he had 
first become a priest, and he had given it that very title. "Silent Night." Father Joseph scrambled down the 
mountain. Suddenly he knew how to bring music to the church. The next morning, Father Joseph set out on 
another walk. This time he carried his poem. And this time he knew exactly where he was going -- to see his 
friend Franz Gruber, the organist for St. Nicholas, who lived in the next village. Franz Gruber was surprised to 
see the priest so far from home on Christmas Eve, and even more surprised when Father Joseph handed him the 
poem. That night Father Joseph and Franz Gruber stood at the altar of St. Nicholas Church. Father Joseph held 
his guitar. He could see members of the congregation giving each other puzzled looks. They had never heard a 
guitar played in church before, and certainly not during midnight mass on Christmas Eve, the holiest night of the 
year. Father Joseph picked out a few notes on the guitar, and he and Franz Gruber began to sing. Their two 
voices rang out, joined by the church choir on the chorus. Franz Gruber's melody matched the simplicity and 
honesty of Father Joseph's words. When the last notes faded into the night, the congregation remained still for a 
moment, then began to clap their hands. Applause filled the church. The villagers of Oberndorf loved the song! 
Father Joseph's plan to bring music to St. Nicholas Church had worked. A few months later, the organ builder 
arrived in Oberndorf and found the words and music to "Silent Night" lying on the organ. The song enchanted 
him, and when he left, he took a copy of it with him. The organ builder gave the song to two families of traveling 
singers who lived near his home. The traveling singers performed "Silent Night" in concerts all over Europe, and 
soon the song spread throughout the world. Today, cathedral choirs and carolers from New York to New Zealand 
sing the simple song that was first played in a mountain church in Austria on Christmas Eve nearly 200 years 
ago. -- By Dick Smolinski 

"All I Need to Know I Learned From a Snowman"  

 
* It's okay if you're a little bottom heavy.      * Hold your ground, even when the heat is on. 

* Wearing white is always appropriate.            * Winter is the best of the four seasons. 
* It takes a few extra rolls to make a good midsection. 

* There's nothing better than a foul weather friend.  * The key to life is to be a jolly, happy soul. 
* We're all made up of mostly water. 

* You know you've made it when they write a song about you. 
* Accessorize! Accessorize! Accessorize!     * Avoid yellow snow. Don't get too much sun. 

* It's embarrassing when you can't look down and see your feet. 
* It's fun to hang out in your front yard.      * There's no stopping you once you're on a roll. 

 
~ Unknown ~ 
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REMINDER 
 

Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by DECEMBER 22,   
for the JANUARY Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can of non-perishable food to be 
donated to the local Food Bank. 

Put it in the basket as you  
enter the church .  

Thank you for caring! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 
 

* * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * 
REMINDERS 

Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 

the Latino Heart Ministries to help with 
expenses incurred with picking up and 

delivering donations of food and clothing. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 am. 
We are helping them sort and date the various food donations to 
help them be able to distribute the food in a timely manner. 
Anyone is welcome to join us in this cooperative ministry effort 
that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus to feed the hungry in His 
name. We will be helping them again Tuesday, December 11th. 

Church Beautification Projects - You may have noticed the 
painting and renovation that have been taking place in the fellowship 
hall over the last month, and we are hoping to continue to restore 
and repair the church buildings where needed. If you have noticed a 
particular room or area in need of attention, please let us know, and 
we will come up with a list of future projects that we can get done 
using the people and resources we have. Please email or call with 
your ideas: graceumcpc@verizon.net or 813-659-3718. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - Come celebrate Christmas 
Eve with us beginning at 7pm! Come early to sing Christmas Carols 
outside at 6:45, and stay after the service for cookies and Hot 
Chocolate. We will celebrate communion together and sing the special 
songs of the Season and end our service singing Silent Night by 
candlelight. We would ask for each family to bring cookies or a dessert 
to share. God bless you and Merry Christmas!  

 



 

 

 
 


