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The Path of Least Resistance 
          
        There is a quote from Henry David Thoreau that says:    
“The path of least resistance leads to crooked rivers and 
crooked men.” It is easy to see how we could apply this to the 
struggles of our own personal Christian walk and the daily battle 
we all fight against the temptation of sin in our lives. We all want 
to walk the straight and narrow path that keeps us obediently 
following the commandments of love that God has given us 
through His written word, and through the Living Word of God, 
Jesus Christ. So many times we find ourselves faced with a 
moral dilemma and it is tempting to take the easy way out, the 
path of least resistance, but we will always find that even if 
staying strong in our convictions may be more challenging in 
the short term, it will keep us on the most direct path to God’s 
plan for our lives. Rivers have little choice in the path they 
follow, they are slaves of the laws of the force of gravity, and if 
they encounter an obstacle that will not allow them to flow 
straight ahead, they will detour around the problem. The most 
interesting thing is that as soon as the river has flowed around 
the obstruction, it will return back to it’s original course, and this 
is why the path of the river will switch back and forth, twisting 
like a snake, and always arriving back on the same course it was 
on before the crookedness began. The irresistible pull of gravity 
will always return the river to its downhill course that leads it 
back to the sea. Unlike a river, we do have some control over the 
path of our lives. Although our flesh and blood bodies are bound 
by gravity and all the physical laws of nature on earth, our spirits 
are not restricted in the same ways. If we choose to allow 
temptation and sin to rule our actions, then we will become 
slaves to the worldly forces that will try to detour us from God’s 
will for us. But the power of the Holy Spirit is stronger than 
gravity or any other physical force, and no matter how far away 
we have wandered from God’s path, He can draw us back to Him 
if we are willing to allow Him to. And once we make up our 
hearts, minds, and souls to use our spiritual strength to seek 
God, then we will start to find Him in our daily lives, and the 
rivers of our souls will turn back and start to flow towards the 
original path He intended. But how can we keep our spiritual 
rivers from becoming crooked as we face many mountains and 
obstacles that seem to stand in the way between us and  
God’s Will?  

In Matthew 17: 20 Jesus tells his disciples: “Truly I tell you, 
if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to 
this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you.”   Did Jesus mean that 
we could move physical mountains? I honestly believe that 
if it were necessary, nothing would be impossible through 
the power of His Name. But the mountains that block our 
path to God are not the physical variety, but the even more 
intimidating towering peaks of sin and death. The key to our 
faith is to remember that Jesus has already defeated sin and 
death, and as long as we keep that sure hope in our hearts, 
those mountains can never keep us from the eternal love of 
God. We all face different personal mountains that appear to 
stand between us and God. They are formed out of our 
greatest weaknesses and insecurities, and grow ever taller 
as they are fueled by our own fears. It would seem that we 
have no choice but to succumb to taking the path of least 
resistance and going around, or attempting the path of 
greatest resistance of climbing straight up and over the 
mountains. But there is a third option because of the power 
of our faith in Christ. God’s plan for each of us is dependent 
upon our cooperation. The more we resist His Will, the 
higher and more numerous the mountains between us  and 
God will become, and the more crooked our path to him will 
become. The biggest obstacle between us and God is our 
own resistance to His calling. So, if we follow the path of the 
least resistance to the urgings of the Holy Spirit, then 
nothing can stand in our way, and we will be able to see 
more clearly the path to Salvation through Christ. The path 
of our least resistance to God’s Will may take us places we 
never thought we would go, and we may find ourselves 
doing things in the Name of the love of Jesus that we would 
never have chosen to do on our own. And even if it 
sometimes seems like a long and winding road, we can take 
comfort in knowing that the shortest road to true Faith is 
paved with our trust and obedience in God, and Jesus 
walks right alongside us every step of the way. Are you 
resisting God? Don’t worry, we all do from time to time. We 
all need to surrender those last strongholds of our stubborn 
pridefulness , and focus on walking the path of our least 
resistance to God. The path we choose will make all the 
difference.    

                            Pastor Rick  

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS    
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
       
     CHURCH SERVICES  

        
        SUNDAY, MARCH 3RD  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
     Communion Sunday   
  
        SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH  

10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
Potluck Luncheon 

               
SUNDAY, MARCH 17th  

10:00 A.M. Worship Service  
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 24TH                    
10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 31ST                    

10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Shannon Wilson              1st  

Isaiah Elijah Wilson         6th  

Eileen Ruscavich            21st 

Vernele Freeman            21st 

Jim Fulton                       21st 

Daryl Rogers                   24th 

Marianne Johnson           25th  

Maggie Brogdon              30th 
         Have a fun-filled day  
          and a blessed year!  

 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

  David & Rebecca Brewster 
March 2nd 

Charles & Patricia McGuirt 
March 11th 

Russell & Judy Muzuruk 
March 14th 

Bob and Doreen O’Dette 
March 17th 

Ray and Leah Cowen 
March 22nd 

Howard & Shannon Wilson 

March 25th 

Congratulations! 

 
CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

MARCH 10TH.  COME SHARE IN 
THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 

     MARCH IMPORTANT DATES 
1st -   World Day of Prayer 
3rd -  National Anthem Day 
3rd -  Peach Blossom Day 
3rd -  Communion Sunday 
5th -  Mardi Gras/ Fat Tuesday 
6th -  Ash Wednesday 
8th -  Intl. Working Women’s Day 
10th - Potluck Sunday  
10th - Daylight Savings Time Begins  
12th-  Girl Scouts Day  
15th - Ides of March  
16th-  National Quilting Day 
17th - Saint Patrick’s Day 
20th-  International Earth Day 
20th - Vernal Equinox (Spring begins) 
23rd - National Puppy Day    
30th - National Doctor’s Day 
31st - UMCOR Sunday  

The Christian 
Fellowship Breakfast will be held 

Friday, March 22nd , 
 at 8:00 A.M. 

At Denny’s Restaurant  
Off Park Road 

Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters -JAN. 2019 
Beginning Balance - $  38,265.96 
Expenses -                $    3,954.87 
Income -                  $    5,715.45 
Ending Balance -     $  40,026.54 

 
 
 

 February 28th - 
 March 10th! 
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Things Are Not Always What They Seem 
        Two traveling angels stopped to spend the 
night in the home of a wealthy family. The family 
was rude and refused to let the angels stay in the 
mansion's guest room. Instead, the angels were 
given a small space in the cold basement. As they 
made their bed on the hard floor, the older angel 
saw a hole in the wall and repaired it. When the 
younger angel asked why, the older angel replied, 
"Things aren't always what they seem." The next 
night, the pair came to rest at the house of a very 
poor, but very hospitable farmer and his wife. After 
sharing what little food they had, the couple let the 
angels sleep in their bed where they could have a 
good night's rest. When the sun came up the next 
morning, the angels found the farmer and his wife 
in tears. Their only cow, whose milk had been their 
sole income, lay dead in the field. The younger 
angel was infuriated and asked the older angel, 
How could you have let this happen? The first man 
had everything, yet you helped him," she accused. 
"The second family had little but was willing to 
share everything, and you let the cow die  
"Things aren't always what they seem," the older 
angel replied. "When we stayed in the basement 
of the mansion, I noticed there was gold stored in 
that hole in the wall. Since the owner was so 
obsessed with greed and unwilling to share his 
good fortune, I sealed the wall so he wouldn't find 
it." "Then last night as we slept in the farmer's bed, 
the angel of death came for his wife. I gave him 
the cow instead. Things aren't always what they 
seem." Sometimes, that is exactly what happens 
when things don't turn out the way it seems they 
should.                               Author Unknown  

                                    Things God Won’t Ask 
God won't ask what kind of car you drove; He'll ask how many people you drove who didn't have transportation. 
God won't ask the square footage of your house; He'll ask how many people you welcomed into your home. 
God won't ask about the clothes you had in your closet; He'll ask how many you helped to clothe. 
God won't ask what your highest salary was; He'll ask if you compromised your character to obtain it. 
God won't ask what your job title was; He'll ask if you performed your job to the best of our ability. 
God won't ask how many friends you had; He'll ask how many people to whom you were a friend. 
God won't ask in what neighborhood you lived; He'll ask how you treated your neighbors. 
God won't ask about the color of your skin; He'll ask about the content of your character. 
God won't ask why it took you so long to seek Salvation; He'll just lovingly take you to your mansion in Heaven. 

                               God Says: 
 
You say: It's impossible 
God says: All things are possible (Lk.18:27) 
You say: I'm too tired 
God says: I will give you rest (Mt. 11:28-30) 
You say: Nobody loves me 
God says: I love you (Jn 3:16) 
You say: I can't go on 
God says: My grace is sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9) 
You say: I can't figure things out 
God says: I will direct your steps (Prov.3:5-6) 
You say: I can't do it 
God says: You can do all things (Phil.4:13) 
You say: I'm not able 
God says: I am able (2 Cor. 9:8) 
You say: It's not worth it 
God says: It will be worth it (Rom. 8:28) 
You say: I can't forgive myself 
God says: I forgive you (1 John 1:9) 
You say: I can't manage 
God says: I will supply all your needs (Phil. 4:19) 
You say: I'm afraid 
God says: I have not given you a spirit of fear (2 Tim 1:7) 
You say: I'm always worried and frustrated 
God says: Cast all your care on me (1 Pet. 5:7) 
You say: I'm not smart enough 
God says: I give you wisdom (1 Cor. 1:30) 
You say: I feel all alone 
God says: I will never leave you or forsake you (Heb. 13:5) 
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REMINDER 
 

Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by MARCH 22,   
for the APRIL Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can of non-perishable food to be 

donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 
 

* * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * 
REMINDERS 

 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 am. 
We are helping them sort and date the various food donations to 
help them be able to distribute the food in a timely manner. 
Anyone is welcome to join us in this cooperative ministry effort 
that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus to feed the hungry in His 
name. We will be helping them again Tuesday, March 12th. 

Volunteers Needed - We are looking for a few people 
who feel led to help out with the worship service on 
Sunday mornings. We are looking for Men, Women, or 
Children interested in being greeters, lighting the 
candles, helping collect and count the offering, and 
reading the scripture as well. If you are interested in 
helping please let us know. You can email 
pastorrick.phillips@gmail.com   or call: 813-659-3718.  

           Ash Wednesday Service – We will be             
                 having a special Ash Wednesday service on  
                  March 6th at 6:30 pm. Come and worship as  
                 we begin the season of Lent together at  
                 this special service. 

YARD SALE - – We have set the dates for our next 
yard sale for Friday, March 15, and Saturday, March 
16th, from 8-2 each day.  We are now accepting 
donations and if you have something that you do not 
use that could be a blessing to someone else, please 
bring it to church on Sunday morning or Wednesday 
during Bible study. We can also arrange for pick-up of 
larger items.  



 

 

               


