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Another Birthday 
      May is one of those busy months for me, filled with 
important dates and birthdays. I’m sure we all have months 
like that where it seems like we spend a lot of time picking 
out different greeting cards for different occasions. Most of 
the red-letter dates on our calendars are all about celebrating 
beginnings. The beginning of a life, the beginning of a 
marriage, the beginning of a walk of faith. The amazing thing 
about all beginnings is that they actually also mark the 
ending of something. The beginning of our life in this world is 
the end of nine long dark months in the womb. The beginning 
of a marriage is the end of the solitary life of a single person. 
The beginning of a walk of faith, is the ending of a wandering 
path in the wilderness leading us in circles and bringing us 
no closer to the answers, hope and meaning we are all 
searching for in this life. In order to truly embrace all that a 
new beginning can mean in our lives, we first have to make 
peace with laying to rest the ending of the previous phase 
that is being replaced by the new beginning. This can be a 
struggle for us, because we become accustomed to a routine 
and a lifestyle, and change does not always appear 
appealing. There is a great example of this found in 
Scripture, in chapter three of the gospel of John. There was a 
man named Nicodemus, who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council, most of whom were against the teachings of 
Jesus, and so his meeting with Jesus had to be done in 
secret, under the cover of night. But Nicodemus was willing 
to take the chance of being thought a traitor to his 
contemporaries, to be faithful to God’s will embodied in 
Christ. Jesus tells him that no one can see the Kingdom of 
God unless they are born again. Nicodemus had one 
question for Jesus that was burning in his very soul: “How 
can someone be born when they are old?” “Surely they can 
not enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be 
born!” Jesus replies: “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit 
gives birth to spirit.” God is always with us from the 
beginning of life itself, but until we freely receive the Spirit of 
Christ, and begin a relationship with Him, we are not truly 
living a life in the Spirit, and our souls will never be satisfied 
until we do.           
 

 
We are all searching for some meaning in this life, and 
once we begin a new life in Christ, we realize that we 
have finally found it, and we have finally been found as 
well. It is a one way trip, this walk of faith, and once we 
have known the light of Christ, we will never be satisfied 
with the empty darkness of the cocoon of our old life we 
have broken free from. The end of our life without Christ 
is the beginning of our new Life in Christ. We have to 
embrace the new, and focus our lives on moving 
forward and closer in our relationship with Jesus. The 
people of Israel, living as slaves to the Pharaoh in 
Egypt, had prayed to their God to lead them to freedom 
from their life of oppression and fear and hopelessness, 
and through Moses, God lead them out of Egypt, and 
out of bondage. Their new life was much different, and 
they struggled with the changes, and instead of 
focusing on the promises of where they were going, 
many of them were thinking of going back to the life 
they were at least familiar with, even with all its 
misgivings. When Jesus says that we have to die to 
ourselves and take up our cross and follow him, He is 
saying that we need to leave our past behind us to 
begin a new future. God has a wonderful and blessed 
eternal life in store for all of us, but we have to be 
willing to let go of the past, and allow ourselves to be 
born again in the Spirit of Christ. Jesus used this 
analogy of birth for a reason. Just as Nicodemus 
pointed out, we can’t go back into the womb once we 
are born. It would be like Jesus going back into the 
empty tomb and rolling the stone back over the 
entrance. In Christ, we have been set free. It doesn’t 
mean that life will become easier, in fact it may become 
more difficult. But there will be a point to life, a purpose, 
and a destination.  So, once we are born again in Christ, 
we have another birthday to celebrate, and the end of a 
life in the flesh will give way to the start of an eternal life 
in the Spirit. It is more than just another birthday, it is 
the first day of Eternity! 
                                            Pastor Rick 
 

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS    
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
      CHURCH SERVICES  

          
            SUNDAY, MAY 5TH  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
      Communion Sunday   
  
           SUNDAY, MAY 12TH  

 
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service      
 
         SUNDAY, MAY 19TH  
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
         Potluck Luncheon 
 
            SUNDAY, MAY 26th   
    10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
                

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
Grace Yancey                  1st  

Marion Snowman             6th 

Leah Cowen                     9th  

Carmela Greene              13th 

Sandi Crawford                15th 

Ernie Jones                      16th 

Gracen Mae Cowen         20th 

Raymond Wright              23rd 

Ryan Butler                      24th 

Jean Phillips                     24th     

         
        MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

Rick and Margie Phillips 
May 16th 

Bill and Debbie Zinke 
 May 28th 

Congratulations! 

 
CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

May 19TH.  COME SHARE IN THE 
FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 

DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 

     MAY IMPORTANT DATES 
 
1st -  May Day 
3rd -  World Press Freedom Day 
3rd -  Space Day 
4th -  Kentucky Derby Day 
5th -  Cinco De Mayo  
5th -  Communion Sunday                  
7th -  National Teacher’s  Day 
8th-   World Red Cross Day 
10th - Military Spouse’s Day 
12th - Mother’s Day 
15th-  Police Officers Memorial Day 
17th-  National Bike to Work Day 
18th-  Armed Forces Day 
19th - Potluck Luncheon Sunday 
25th - National Missing Children’s Day 
25th - International Jazz Day 
26th - Sally Ride Day 
27th - Memorial Day 

The Christian 
Fellowship Breakfast will be 

held Friday, May 24th , 
 at 8:00 A.M. 

At Denny’s Restaurant  
Off Park Road 

Everyone is Welcome! 
Money Matters -March. 2019 
Beginning Balance -$  42,942.07 
Expenses -                $    2,776,.94 
Income -                  $    3,896.83 
Ending Balance -     $  44,061.96 
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The Handwriting on The Wall 
A weary mother returned from the store, 
Lugging groceries through the kitchen door. 
Awaiting her arrival was her 8 year old son, 
Anxious to relate what his younger brother had done. 

“While I was out playing and Dad was on a call, 
T.J. took his crayons and wrote on the wall! 
It’s on the new paper you just hung in the den. 
I told him you’d be mad at having to do it again.” 

She let out a moan and furrowed her brow, 
“Where is your little brother right now?” 
She emptied her arms and with a purposeful stride, 
She marched to his closet where he had gone to hide. 

She called his full name as she entered his room. 
He trembled with fear – he knew that meant doom! 
For the next ten minutes, she ranted and raved 
About the expensive wallpaper, and how she had 
saved. 

Lamenting all the work it would take to repair, 
She condemned his actions and total lack of care. 
The more she scolded, the madder she got, 
Then stomped from his room, totally distraught! 

She headed for the den to confirm her fears. 
When she saw the wall, her eyes flooded with tears. 
The message she read pierced her soul with a dart. 
It said, “I love Mommy,” surrounded by a heart. 

Well, the wallpaper remained, just as she found it, 
With an empty picture frame hung to surround it. 
A reminder to her, and indeed to all, 
Take time to read the handwriting on the wall. 

– Author Unknown 

Remembering David Braun 
Our dear church family member David Braun went to be 
with God unexpectedly on April 18th. Please be in prayer 

for Whitney and all the family and friends as we all go 
through a time of loss and sorrow. We will miss David’s 
exuberance and enthusiasm, and his friendly and kind 

way with people that just made everyone love him. Even 
though he passed at much too young an age, we will 
never forget him, and thanks be to Jesus Christ, who 
has made sure that we will one day celebrate together 

with David in Heaven!  

Your Angel 
Once upon a time there was a child ready to be born. So 
one day he asked God: “They tell me you are sending 
me to earth tomorrow but how am I going to live there 
being so small and helpless?” 
God replied, “Among the many angels, I chose one for 
you. She will be waiting for you and will take care of 
you.” 
“But tell me, here in Heaven, I don’t do anything else but 
sing and smile, that’s enough for me to be happy.” 
“Your angel will sing for you and will also smile for you 
every day. And you will feel your angel’s love and be 
happy.” 
“And how am I going to be able to understand when 
people talk to me, if I don’t know the language that  
men talk?” 
“Your angel will tell you the most beautiful and sweet 
words you will ever hear, and with much patience and 
care, your angel will teach you how to speak.” 
“And what am I going to do when I want to talk to you?” 
“Your angel will place your hands together and will 
teach you how to pray.” 
“I’ve heard that on earth there are bad men. Who will 
protect me?” 
“Your angel will defend you even if it means risking  
its life.” 
“But I will always be sad because I will not see you 
anymore.” 
“Your angel will always talk to you about me and will 
teach you the way for you to come back to me, even 
though I will always be next to you.” 
At that moment there was much peace in Heaven, but 
voices from earth could already be heard, and the child 
in a hurry asked softly: 
“Oh God, if I am about to leave now, please tell me my 
angel’s name.” 
“Your angel’s name is of no importance, you will call 
your angel: Mommy.” 
                                                             Author Unknown 
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REMINDER 
 

Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by MAY 22,   

for the JUNE Newsletter.   
Call 813-659-3718 or  

e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
I CAN, YOU CAN 

On the First Sunday of the month, 
Communion Sunday, please bring a 

can of non-perishable food to be 
donated to the local 

 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 
 

* * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * 
REMINDERS 

 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 am. 
We are helping them sort and date the various food donations to 
help them be able to distribute the food in a timely manner. 
Anyone is welcome to join us in this cooperative ministry effort 
that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus to feed the hungry in His 
name. We will be helping them again Tuesday, MAY 7th. 

     

 
Heifer Project-   
We have  
exceeded the  
full amount  
needed to  
Fund the  
Heifer project  
Challenge  
presented by  
our youth and  
children! Thank you to Kathy Suarez, Ray, Cooper, and 
Gracen Cowen and all of you for your generosity! The 
excess money raised will be used for the next youth & 
children ministry project coming soon! 

 

 



 

 

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


