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Born Free 
     We are so blessed to live in America. Some may agree, 
some may not, but the more a person travels the world and 
experiences first- hand the quality of life of the majority of 
the world as compared to us, the more a person begins to 
appreciate the rights and the freedoms we enjoy as 
Americans. Our government has never been perfect, and it 
never will be, but if we can return to, and never stray far from 
our belief and trust in God as our Creator and our Guide, we 
can overcome our shortcomings and mistakes and uphold 
the freedoms and equality that our country was founded 
upon. We all have heard these words before from our 
Declaration of Independence, but it seems some have 
forgotten that our country was founded upon preserving the 
rights of every single person to be free. “ We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” Every human being on earth is born free 
because God has created them with His own hands, and 
given them the unalienable right of free will to pursue their 
purpose in this life He has given to each of us. As we 
celebrate our Country’s  Independence Day on July 4th each 
year, we are showing our gratitude to those who fought to 
regain the freedoms that had been given by God’s divine 
hands, and taken away by the hands of mis-guided 
individuals and governments who have strayed far from the 
self-evident truth that if one person is born free, then all 
persons are created with those same freedoms. These truths 
are self-evident, because each of us feels the presence of the 
freedom of God within our self. Our Creator would not 
bestow one of His children with freedom from birth without 
giving it to every one of them. For our country, or any 
country on this planet, to be faithful and true to the Creator of 
us all, we must found and ground our laws that govern the 
way we treat each other deeply in the unalienable Truths of 
God, the first being that each of us is created equal.        

  
Each of us must never forget that no matter what great 
things we may aspire to and whatever status we may 
rise to in the eyes of society, we will always be no better 
or worse than anyone else in the eyes of God. 
It is a humbling thought, and it is the very truth of our 
Father in Heaven. And we are given by Our God the 
rights mentioned in our Declaration of Independence, 
and they are given freely and equally to everyone. The 
right to Life itself is God’s alone to give. Only God can 
give life, and what God has begun is not for any of us to 
end. The right to Liberty, another word for Freedom, is 
something that we are truly born with, and it is an inner 
human need that cannot be silenced or imprisoned. The 
world can only take away the earthly freedoms that are 
the world’s to give and take, but the freedom we are 
born with is not of this temporary  Kingdom, and no 
man can take it from us. Jesus died on the cross to give 
us freedom from any sins of this life, and this freedom 
will live on eternally beyond the human life we now 
know. And the last unalienable right mentioned in our 
Declaration of Independence is the right to the pursuit 
of Happiness. I know many successful people who have 
spent long hours in search of the happiness that money 
and power can buy in this life, and the majority of them 
have actually never found the true fulfillment they seek. 
I have come to believe that true happiness in Life can 
only be found by seeking the truth of God’s will for our 
lives. It will not always make us rich. It may not always 
make us popular. But the Joy of the Lord will make us 
free. And I believe that there are many people, even in 
our own country, who do not yet feel the freedom that 
they were born with, and if we have one mission in life, 
it might be to shout the Truths of God’s freeing Grace 
from the mountaintops until freedom’s song rings in 
every soul who hears. We are all born free, and with 
God’s help, and by His Grace, we can all learn how to 
live free together. God bless America, and may we be a 
blessing to others in His Holy Name!     
   
                                                     Pastor Rick 

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS    
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
      CHURCH SERVICES  

          
            SUNDAY, JULY 7TH  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
    
            SUNDAY, JULY 14TH  

10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
        
          SUNDAY, JULY 21ST   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
         
                     
            SUNDAY, JULY 28TH    
    10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
Dylan Wilson                    7th  

Bruce Sykes                    16th 

Mark Johnson                  21st  

Carol Wright                     25th 

Kathy Suarez                   29th 

Patricia McGuirt               31st 

 
       JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
Mark and Marianne Johnson 

July 4th 

Jim and Eileen Ruscavich 
July 16th 

Jim and Ann Marie Fulton 
July 20th 

 
CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

JULY 21ST.  COME SHARE IN THE 
FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 

DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 

     JULY IMPORTANT DATES 
1st -  Canada Day 
1st -  National Postal Worker Day 
4th -  Independence Day 
4th - National Country Music Day 
6th-  National Fried Chicken Day 
11th - Cheer Up The Lonely Day 
13th - Barbershop Music Appreciation Day 
14th- Shark Awareness Day 
17th- National Hot Dog Day 
20th- Moon Day 
21st-  Pot-Luck Luncheon 
21st-  National Ice Cream Day 
22nd- Hammock Day 
24th - Amelia Earhart Day 
26th - Aunt and Uncle Day 
27th - National Day of The Cowboy 
28th-  Parent’s Day 
29th - International Tiger Day 
30th - International Day of Friendship 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, July 26TH   , 
 at 11:30 A.M. 

At Denny’s Restaurant  
Off Park Road 

Everyone is Welcome! 
Money Matters -May. 2019 
Beginning Balance -$  41,579.82 
Expenses -                $    4,176.55 
Income -                  $    4,388.21 
Ending Balance -     $  41,791.48 

— Corrie Ten Boom 
 

— James Hudson Taylor 
 

— Albert Schweitzer 
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The Story of “Jesus Loves Me”                                                                
The very first Christian song most children learn is “Jesus 
Loves Me.” If there were a best-seller hit list among the 
preschoolers, this very simple but precious song would have 
to be at the top of the charts. Yet few people know that 
“Jesus Loves Me” began life not as a song but as a part of 
one of 1860’s best-selling novels. Anna Warner was well 
aware of the coming of the war between the states. She lived 
with her father and sister on Constitution Island. Their home 
was practically next door to the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, and from her front porch she 
constantly heard the rumors of war. Yet even in the face of 
uncertain times, every Sunday Anna taught Bible classes to 
the cadets. She realized that if the southern states made 
good on their threat to withdraw from the Union many of the 
boys she knew could be killed or wounded in the war that 
would follow. While it broke her heart to consider the dismal 
fate for those too young to have experienced the many 
blessings of life, she also fully comprehended the importance 
of leading each of them to Jesus now. With an urgency 
brought about by a nation on the brink of dividing, sharing 
Christ’s love became her mission in life. Besides her 
teaching, the forty-year-old Anna also wrote. With her sister 
Susan she had written several novels, using the pseudonym 
Amy Lothrop. In 1860 the sisters’ Say and Seal became the 
country’s best-selling work of fiction. Written for the masses 
and the moment, not fueled by timeless struggles or epic 
writing, the book would quickly pass from the public’s fancy, 
lost with thousands of other period pieces of the time. Yet, 
thanks to one very special scene on but a single page, the 
essence of the book and of Anna’s faith would live for 
decades after Say and Seal and Anna herself had been 
forgotten. In one chapter a child lay dying. Nothing could be 
done to ease his pain or give him a second chance at life. As 
his ultimate fate grew nearer, the novel’s focal character, Mr. 
Linden, attempted to comfort the small boy. Looking into the 
child’s eyes, he slowly recited a poem that began, “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” The words of 
the poem made the boy’s last moments of life much easier. 
These simple lines also moved thousands of readers to tears. 
Hauntingly beautiful, composed straight from Anna’s faithful 
heart, “Jesus Loves Me” quickly sprang out of her book’s 
pages and became one of the most beloved poems of the 
era. No one can even begin to calculate how many times it 
was said on the battlefield, in the homes of children whose 
fathers were engaged in the Civil War, from pulpits and in 
Sunday school classes, and even at the White House itself. 
Ringing so clear and true, Anna’s sixteen short sentences  

had touched the hearts of millions with verses meant only to 
calm the soul of a dying fictional character. One of the scores 
of readers who memorized the poem was William Bradbury. 
A teacher of voice and organ, in 1854 Bradbury had formed a 
piano company with Ferdinand Lighte and Henry Newton. 
Besides heading up his business, the noted musician also 
continued a practice of setting his faith to music by 
composing his own songs. By the beginning of the Civil War, 
Bradbury had built his own music company to publish and 
distribute his works. It was during the time when his music 
business was taking off that he first read and fell in love with 
“Jesus Loves Me.” Although an accomplished composer of 
what many think of as high-church music–he had already lent 
his talents to such hymns as “Sweet Hour of Prayer, …. He 
Leadeth Me,” and “On Christ the Solid Rock I 
Stand”–Bradbury was moved in a much different fashion 
when he decided to add a melody to Anna Warner’s poem. A 
lover of children’s voices, as well as a proponent of music 
education in both school and church, Bradbury allowed the 
child in his own heart to spring forth when writing the simple 
musical notes for “Jesus Loves Me.” Then, to fully complete 
the work, he added the following chorus: Yes, Jesus loves 
me, Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me, The Bible 
tells me so. The marriage of Waner’s words and Bradbury’s 
music was one of the most beautiful gospel efforts of all time. 
Yet the song “Jesus Loves Me” might have been as quickly 
forgotten as the novel Say and Seal if Bradbury’s music 
company hadn’t published it. Through the publisher’s 
established distribution network, the new children’s song 
quickly worked its way across the North and South. In the 
face of the most horrible fighting this nation had ever known, 
both sides were singing about a Savior who died, yet had 
risen and still watched over everyone with equal love and 
compassion. It was an ironic message for a very ironic time. 
Almost a hundred and forty years after this song was first 
published, few know of the writings of Anna Warner or 
recognize the name of William Bradbury. But even though 
the writer and the composer have been forgotten, everyone 
knows their song. Children and adults of all races and even 
millions outside the Christian faith can sing “Jesus Loves 
Me.” How many millions have clung to this message on 
lonely nights or rocked babies to sleep while singing this 
song is unknown. But what can be most assuredly stated is 
that “Jesus Loves Me” is the foundation on which many 
children not only first come to know Christian music but also 
come to know the love and sacrifice of the Lord who inspired 
it. And this message is what keeps them singing the gospel 
throughout their lives.                                                   
Norma Lee Liles 
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REMINDER 
Newsletter items need to be to 

Pastor Rick by JULY 22,   
for the AUGUST Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can of non-perishable food to be 

donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 am. 
We are helping them sort and date the various food donations to 
help them be able to distribute the food in a timely manner. 
Anyone is welcome to join us in this cooperative ministry effort 
that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus to feed the hungry in His 
name. We will be helping them again Tuesday, August 13th. 

Pastor’s Schedule for July – Pastor Rick will be in Atlanta 
at Emory University for required continuing education the 
first two weeks of July. Bruce Sykes and John Houck will be 
bringing the message on July 7th and July 14th  during Pastor 
Rick’s absence. Please come and give them your support! 
Pastor Rick will also be gone on July 28th for his mother’s 
memorial service and family reunion. 

    Special Need for United Food Bank of Plant City 
The Food Bank has experienced a large demand this summer with all 

the kids out of school and is in urgent need of Peanut Butter and 
Jelly. Please consider making an extra donation of these much 

needed food items. 

Fellowship Breakfast changing to Fellowship Brunch -    
Beginning  this month on Friday, July 26th, we will be experimenting 
with moving our Fellowship Breakfast from 8:00 am to 11:30 am and 
re-naming it as our Fellowship Brunch. We have had a lot of people 
say that they would come if we moved it to this new time frame so we 
look forward to many new faces joining us this month!   

Is God calling You? -  Anyone interested in being 
baptized or becoming a member of Grace United Methodist 
Church, Please contact Pastor Rick.  
Call 813-503-7933 or email:Pastorrick.phillips@gmail.com 

God Bless America! 

 



 

 

               
 
 
 
 
 


