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RICK’S REVELATIONS
STILL WITH US
At the center of our Christian faith lies The Cross of Christ.
We all know that what happened there as he sacrificed his sinless
life to pay the price for all Sin. Jesus has changed all of our lives
here on earth and eternally in Heaven. Before Christ gave his life
for us, there was no real assurance of being one with our Maker
after we passed on from this world. But after he died, there was a
sure path to be released from the debt of our sin, and be
reconciled with God Almighty. I remember as a teenager hearing
the words of a well-meaning churchgoer telling me: “Jesus died
for you”, and I was confused as to why he would have done that,
and how that would make any difference to my life now. I am
always looking for new ways to share my faith effectively with
people I may meet in all walks of life and in many ordinary places
like the grocery store, the gas station, at the mall, just about
anywhere we may find ourselves in the course of our day. It is
amazing how much faith sharing can take place outside of our
church setting, and so we need to be ready for the moment God
may lead us into such an encounter. We need to be able to share
the Good News of the Gospel in a short but complete way in 60
seconds or less, and then be prepared to answer any questions
that might arise from that. I know that many people might think:
“Well, that is just for Pastors and Evangelists to do, not just a
church member like me.” I know I used to think that when I was
just attending church on Sunday, but had no desire to become
any more involved than that. But when you allow the Spirit of
Jesus into your heart, and you really believe the great hope of the
salvation he died for, you start to change. Suddenly you feel
compelled to tell others about Jesus. You might even start to feel
guilty if you are led to someone who so desperately needs the
love of Christ, and you don’t say anything. Trust me, I have been
quiet way too many times, and I wish I could have those
opportunities back! But God will give us many new opportunities
to share the heart of our faith, and we want to be prepared to tell
the whole story in a short and accurate way so that we don’t leave
out the most important part of the Gospel Story. Earlier I told you I
was confused at the phrase: “Jesus died for you”, and looking
back, I now understand why. The most important part of the
Gospel story was left out. Jesus did die for our sins on the Cross,

but most importantly, he did not stay dead. He rose from the
dead on the first Easter morning, and when he rose, he did
not go on to live to be an old man and then die again; he
rose from the icy grip of death and escaped its grasp
forever, and by doing so, he created a way for us to also live
forever through Him. Hallelujah and Amen!
We know that Jesus was on the earth as a man over 2000
years ago, and we also know that Jesus will be coming back
someday as the words of the book of Revelation tell us. But
here is the really good news, although it may be a little
confusing as well. Jesus came, Jesus died for us, Jesus
rose from the grave to defeat death, and Jesus is coming
back someday to establish God’s eternal Kingdom once and
for all… and…. Even though we are currently waiting for
Jesus to return, He is actually with us even now. When He
rose from the dead and ascended into Heaven, it may have
seemed that He left us, but the wonderful Truth is that He is
still with us. In our Communion Liturgy we always say
together: “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come
again”, but maybe the most important and powerful thing
about Jesus we need to know is that Christ is still with us.
That is where our peace in this life lies, that is where the
power of the love of Jesus that sustains and inspires us
lives, and that is how we can have a personal, living
relationship with Our Savior. We cannot have a vital living
relationship with a savior who is no longer among us, and
even though we may not see him with human sight, we can
surely feel his presence and see the Way, the Truth, and the
Life through our eyes of faith in Christ. John Wesley’s last
words on his deathbed may have been the most important
ones that he ever uttered. As he was likely looking into the
very gates of Heaven. He said: “The best of all is God is with
us”. It is an amazing act of Mercy that Jesus died on the
cross for our sakes, and an awesome miracle of God that
Christ was raised from the dead, but perhaps the best of all
of God’s miracles through Christ is that even through death ,
resurrection, and revelation, Jesus is with us still, right here
and now, and He will always be; still with us. Amen!

Pastor Rick
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If you have anything
to put in the monthly
newsletter please contact
us via email at
graceumcpc@verizon.net
or call 659-3718.

****************************
Please remember on the fifth
Sunday of the month a special
offering will be taken up for the
Florida United Methodist
Children’s Home.
------------------------------------------------
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4TH

10:00 A.M. Worship Service

HOLY COMMUNION
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11TH

10:00 A.M. Worship Service
SUNDAY, AUGUST 18TH

10:00 A.M. Worship Service

Rick Phillips

6th

John Houck

13th

Barbara Clark

14th

Dian Barreras

23rd

Conner Rogers

30th

Have a fun-filled day
and a blessed year!
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

Scott and Terri Moore

5th

Congratulations!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25TH

10:00 A.M. Worship Service
The Flower Donation Sign-up
Sheet is in the foyer. The cost
to buy a pair of flower
arrangements for the altar is
fifteen dollars for the two altar
bouquets or twenty-five dollars
for the one large one.
Please help support this
ministry.
************************************

PRAYER LIST: If you have a
request to add a person’s name to
the Prayer Chain please contact:
PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mailgraceumcpc@verizon.net)

The Christian
Fellowship Brunch will be held
Friday, August 23RD ,
at 11:30 A.M.
At Denny’s Restaurant
Off Park Road
Everyone is Welcome!
WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m.
All are Welcome!

AUGUST IMPORTANT DATES
1st - National Mountain Climbing Day
2nd - National Ice Cream Sandwich Day
3rd - National Clown Day
4th - Friendship Day
4th - Communion Sunday
7th - National Lighthouse Day
9th- Book Lover’s Day
11th- Potluck Sunday
13th - Left Hander’s Day
14th - V-J Day WWII Ends
19th - Aviation Day
21st - Senior Citizen’s Day
22nd- Be an Angel Day
26th - Women’s Equality Day
27th - Global Forgiveness Day
31st- National Eat Outside Day

God gives every bird
its food,
but He does not throw it
into its nest.

Money Matters -JUNE 2019

CHURCH POT LUCK
LUNCHEON

Beginning Balance -$ 41,791.48
Expenses $ 3,816.15
Income $ 4,407.96
Ending Balance - $ 42,383.29

WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,
AUGUST 11TH. COME SHARE IN
THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE!
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME
TOGETHER IN CHRIST!
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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Are we “Jesus?”
A few years ago, a group of salesmen went to a regional sales
convention in Chicago. They had assured their wives that they
would be home in plenty of time for Friday night's dinner. In
their rush, with tickets and briefcases in hand, moving quickly
through the airport terminal, one of these salesmen
inadvertently kicked over a table which held a display of
apples. Apples flew everywhere. Without stopping or looking
back, they all managed to reach the plane in time for their
nearly missed boarding. All but one! He paused, took a deep
breath, quickly assessed the situation -- and experienced a
twinge of compassion for the girl whose apple stand had been
overturned. He told his buddies to go on without him, waved
good-bye, told one of them to call his wife when they arrived at
their home destination and explain his taking a later flight.
Then, he returned to the terminal where the apples were still
all over the terminal floor. The man was glad he did. The 16year-old girl running the stand, he discovered, was totally
blind! She was softly crying, tears running down her cheeks in
frustration, all the while helplessly groping for her spilled
produce as the rushing crowd swirled about her, no one
stopping and no one caring for her plight. No one else, that is.
The salesman knelt on the floor with her, gathered up the
apples, put them back on the table and helped organize her
display. As he did this, he noticed that many of them had
become battered and bruised. These he set aside in another
basket. When he had finished, he pulled out his wallet and
said to the girl, "Here, please take this $40 for the damage we
did. Are you okay?" She nodded through her tears. "I hope we
didn't spoil your day too badly," he said. As the salesman
started to walk away, the bewildered blind girl called out to
him, "Mister..." He paused and turned to look back into those
blind eyes. She continued, "Are you Jesus?" He stopped in
mid-stride, and he wondered, stunned by the words. Then
slowly, he made his way to catch the later flight with that
question burning in his soul: "Are you Jesus?"

Breakfast At McDonalds
I am a mother of three (ages 14, 12, 3) and have recently
completed my college degree. The last class I had to take
was Sociology. The teacher was absolutely inspiring with the
qualities that I wish every human being had been graced
with. Her last project of the term was called "Smile." The
class was asked to go out and smile at three people and
document their reactions. I am a very friendly person and
always smile at everyone and say hello anyway, so, I thought
this would be a piece of cake. Soon after we were assigned
the project, my husband, youngest son, and I went out to
McDonald's one crisp March morning. It was just our way of
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sharing special playtime with our son. We were standing in
line, waiting to be served, when all of a sudden everyone
around us began to back away, and then even my husband
did. I did not move an inch. An overwhelming feeling of panic
welled up inside of me as I turned to see why they had
moved. As I turned around, I smelled a horrible "dirty body"
smell, and there standing behind me were two poor
homeless men. As I looked down at the short gentleman
close to me, he was "smiling". His beautiful sky blue eyes
were full of God's Light as he searched for acceptance. He
said, "Good day" as he counted the few coins he had been
clutching. The second man fumbled with his hands as he
stood behind his friend. I realized the second man was
mentally challenged and the blue-eyed gentleman was his
salvation. I held my tears as I stood there with them. The
young lady at the counter asked him what they wanted.
He said, "Coffee is all Miss" because that was all they could
afford. If they wanted to sit in the restaurant and warm up,
they had to buy something. He just wanted to be warm.
Then I really felt it - the compulsion was so great I almost
reached out and embraced the little man with the blue eyes.
That is when I noticed all eyes in the restaurant were set on
me, judging my every action. I smiled and asked the young
lady behind the counter to give me two more breakfast meals
on a separate tray. I then walked around the corner to the
table that the men had chosen as a resting spot. I put the
tray on the table and laid my hand on the blue-eyed
gentleman's cold hand. He looked up at me, with tears in his
eyes, and said, "Thank you." I leaned over, began to pat his
hand and said, "I did not do this on my own. It is God working
through me to give you hope." I started to cry as I walked
away to join my husband and son. When I sat down my
husband smiled at me and said, "That is why God gave you
to me, Honey, to give me hope." We held hands for a
moment and at that time, we knew that only because of the
Grace that we had been given were we able to give. That
day showed me the pure Light of God's sweet love. I
returned to college, on the last evening of class, with this
story in hand. I turned in "my project" and the instructor read
it. Then she looked up at me and said, "Can I share this?" I
slowly nodded as she got the attention of the class. She
began to read and that is when I knew that we as human
beings and being part of God share this need to heal people
and to be healed. In my own way, I had touched the people
at McDonald's, my husband, son, instructor, and every soul
that shared the classroom on the last night I spent as a
college student. I graduated with one of the biggest
lessons I would ever learn: Unconditional acceptance
and love.
Anonymous
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REMINDER
Newsletter items need to be to
Pastor Rick by AUGUST 22,
for the SEPTEMBER Newsletter.
Call 813-659-3718 or
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net
**********************
I CAN, YOU CAN

On the First Sunday of the month,
Communion Sunday, please bring a
can of non-perishable food to be
donated to the local
Food Bank of Plant City.
Put it in the basket as you
enter the church .
Thank you for caring!
***************

REMINDERS
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum
soda cans at the church. Please rinse
them and bring them to the church. The
money raised by this endeavor is given to
the Children’s Home. This is another thing
we can do to help out.
*************
Also Soda tabs are being collected by
John Houck for a Mission Project.
***********

Have you noticed the Brown Box
on your left when you enter the
Sanctuary?
This is there for your spare change.
All this money goes to the
Children’s Home.
God Bless You and thank you!
***********

New Building Fund
We have made many
improvements over the last few
years to our aging church property,
we were able to pay for them in
full, thanks to your extravagant
generosity! We do have other
repair projects that will need to be
addressed and if you would like to
support those efforts you can
make a donation to our new
Building Fund. God Bless You!

Local Ministry Opportunities
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11
am. We are helping them sort and date the various food
donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them
again Tuesday, August 13th.

Upcoming Fall Church Challenge As part of a follow-up assignment from my Summer classes at Candler
School of Theology in Atlanta, I will be asking for each of us to try a
little experiment in “Faith Sharing”. I will be giving more details soon
and hope that each of us can reach out out to one other person in our
daily walk of life and share a little of our faith with them. The most
effective way to spread the Good News of the Gospel of Christ is by
word of mouth and each of us can use the words and the witness that
God has given us to bring others to know that they are loved!
In Christ, Pastor Rick

Is God calling You? -

Anyone interested in being
baptized or becoming a member of Grace United Methodist
Church, Please contact Pastor Rick.
Call 813-503-7933 or email:Pastorrick.phillips@gmail.com

Fellowship Breakfast changing to Fellowship Brunch Beginning last month, we moved our Fellowship Breakfast
from 8:00 am to 11:30 am and re-named it as our Fellowship
Brunch. We have had a lot of people say that they would
come if we moved it to this new time frame so we look
forward to many new faces joining us this month on Friday,
August 23rd, at 11:30am at Dennys on Park Road!

