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       Have you ever had a “moment”? One of those frozen 
seconds in time that seems to last for an eternity; a 
moment of such clarity and power that it changes 
everything that follows. In the history of our universe 
there have been many of those moments beginning with 
the moment when God said: “Let there be light”, and 
nothing was ever the same again. All of creation had a 
“moment”, with many more to follow as God created 
everything there is in quick succession. We are not really 
aware in a conscious way of our own beginning, but if we 
could somehow recall our abrupt entrance into this world, 
that would definitely qualify as a “moment” that had an 
incredible impact on the way we live our life! In the same 
way, it is not really necessary for us to be there to witness 
an existence-changing moment in order for it to impact 
the course of our lives. During this season of Advent and 
Christmas we can celebrate the moment that God came to 
earth, to become one of us, with a mission of love to save 
all of mankind by his own self-sacrifice on the cross. And 
yet, on the night of our Savior’s birth there were very few 
witnesses to celebrate this miraculous moment that has 
the potential to change the eternal destiny of every one of 
us. All of Heaven’s angels were there hovering above and 
singing songs of divine adoration and joy, but as for 
those on earth, only Joseph, Mary, and a few Shepherds 
experienced this moment that was so monumental that 
our measure of time was reset to zero, and our history is 
separated as the years  before the birth of Christ, and the 
time after his appearance on the earth. Many of the 
moments of our own lives may also go un-noticed and un-
sung, but it does not mean that they are not changing our 
lives and the lives of others. God is working all around us, 
every moment of every day, and if we believe this, and 
keep our eyes open for his handiwork, we will find it; or 
should I say that God will find us, wherever we are, as 
long as we are looking for Him. The three wise men had a 
star to follow to lead them to Christ, but the signs we get 
from God these days are much more subtle. But they are 
still there! In the most unexpected places, and the most  

 
unlikely circumstances. I was driving home recently 
and was stuck in the usual bumper to bumper traffic 
and feeling stressed and tired and frustrated. At one 
point, the road passed a large park and playground 
that ran parallel to the road and as I waited for the light 
to change I noticed two little boys, no more than 3 
years old, standing at the fence together, and they 
were definitely brothers, if not twins, they looked so 
much alike. And the two of them were pointing at the 
colorful cars they saw, and oohing and ahhing as the 
traffic paraded by in slow motion. As I watched the 
wonder and innocent awe on their faces I was 
reminded of the simple joys of this life, and as I drove 
past them, they started to wave with a smile on their 
faces that I can only describe as pure Joy; the simple 
joy of just being alive. Jesus once said that in order to 
see the Kingdom of God, we would have to view the 
world through the innocent vision of a child. I had now 
been reminded of that, I had experienced a “moment”. 
And the look in the little boy’s eyes as they waved at 
me was strangely knowing beyond their years, and I 
sensed that God was behind their stare, saying: “Here I 
am, do you see me now?” I think this is what is so 
powerful about Christmas as we watch children 
experience the joy and mystery of it all, and as we 
think about the most wonderful and joyful Christmas of 
all; when the Son of God came down from Heaven to 
walk among us as our brother. God has many 
moments planned for us this Christmas season so let’s 
all keep our eyes open for evidence of Him even in the 
midst of all the madness of the shopping season and 
commercialism that steals our attention from the real 
meaning of Christmas. We will all have many moments 
of wonder and amazement in our lives, moments in 
time that will bring us closer to God if we see them for 
the miracles they are, and moments that will bring us 
one step closer to the eternity of life in Christ. Merry 
Christmas to all, may you experience many moments 
to remember!  
                                 Pastor Rick 

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS                  
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

     SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1ST  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
    

      SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
  POTLUCK SUPPER 

        
      SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15TH   

   10:00 A.M. Worship Service       
                                                 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22ND    
    10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 
    TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24th   

     7:00 P.M. Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 

              
  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH                           
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

   Children’s Home Sunday 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Debbie Zinke                  5th 
Melody Yancey              13th 
Wilma Guyot                  16th 
Charlene Cooper           18th 
Judy Muzuruk                20th 
Rhett Suarez                  22nd 
Donna McEver               22nd 
John Nelson                  24th 
Mary Givens                  29th 
Reggie Stevens             29th 
Howard Wilson              29th 

Have a fun-filled day 
and a blessed year! 

 
DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Mark and Lisa Butcher 
December 12th! 

Henry and Martie Allen 
December 18th! 

Congratulations! 

 
CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

DECEMBER 8TH.  COME SHARE 
IN THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 DECEMBER IMPORTANT DATES 

1st - Communion/Advent Begins 
7th - Pearl Harbor Day 
8th - National Brownie Day 
8th-  Potluck Sunday 
8th - International Children’s Day 
10th - Human Rights Day 
12th - Poinsettia Day 
15th- Bill of Rights Day 
18th - Charles Wesley’s Birthday- 1707 
19th - Look for an Evergreen Day 
20th - Go Caroling Day 
22nd - Winter Solstice 
2nd- Hanukkah begins 
24th - Christmas Eve Service 7pm. 
25th - Christmas Day 
26th - Boxing Day 
31st - New Year’s Eve 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, December 27th   , 
 at 11:30 A.M. 

at The Wooden Spoon 
Restaurant at 712 Collins St. 

in Plant City. 
Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters -Oct. 2019 

Beginning Balance -$  36,632.28 
Expenses -                $    4,131.19 
Income -                  $    3,220.00 
Ending Balance -     $  35,721.09 

  
Andy Rooney 
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A mother is a person who, seeing there are only 
four pieces of pie for five people, promptly 
announces she never did care for pie. 
—Tenneva Jordan                                                                                

I knew I was not supposed to be quite so excited. 
I was too old for that. At age eleven, the oldest 
and my mom’s “grown up” girl, I had to keep my 
cool. I was in middle school after all. But every 
chance I got, when I was alone, I checked each 
present under the tree. I read every tag and felt 
every package, guessing at the contents within. I 
had examined each gift so often that I could tell 
which present went to which person without even 
looking at the tags. It had been a tough year for 
my family. Whenever my mom looked over at the 
tree and scattered presents, she would sigh and 
warn us, “There won’t be as much for Christmas 
this year. Try not to be disappointed.” Christmas 
had traditionally been a time for my parents to 
spoil us. In years past, the presents would pile up 
and spill out from under the tree, taking over the 
living room. I had heard the phrase “giving is 
better than receiving,” but thought that whoever 
had said that must have been out of their mind. 
Getting presents was the whole point! It was the 
reason I couldn’t get to sleep on Christmas Eve. 
On Christmas morning, we eagerly waited in the 
hallway until Dad told us everything was ready. 
We rushed into the living room and let the 
wrapping paper fly. We made weak attempts to 
wait and watch while other family members 
opened their presents, but as the time passed we 
lost our self-control. “Here’s another one for you,” 
said Mom as she handed me a package. I looked 
at it, confused. Having spent so much time 
examining the presents before Christmas, I 
recognized this one. But it had not been mine. It 
was my mom’s. A new label had been put on it, 
with my name written in my mother’s handwriting. 
“Mom, I can’t…” I was stopped by my mother’s 
eager, joyful look—a look I could not really 
understand. “Let’s see what it is, honey. Hurry 
and open it.” It was a blow dryer. Though this may 
seem but a simple gift, to me it was so much 
more. Being an eleven-year-old girl, I was   

stunned. In my world, where receiving 
outweighed giving by light years, my mom’s act of 
selflessness was incomprehensible. It was a 
huge act. Tears filled my eyes and I thought in 
disbelief about how much my mom must love me 
to give up her Christmas so I could have a few 
more presents..I have always remembered that 
Christmas fondly. It had such an impact on me. 
As an adult with children in my life whom I adore, 
I can now understand my mom’s actions. I see 
how she was not “giving up her Christmas” as I 
had thought, but was finding an even greater joy 
in her Christmas because giving truly is better 
than receiving. My mom’s simple act meant the 
world to me. —Jennifer Yardley Barney 

Plant City Pregnancy Center  
Baby Shower! 
Our Church will be holding a “Baby Shower” 
and we will be accepting gifts of new or like 
new baby clothes, baby strollers, car seats, 
toys, and whatever other baby needs you may 
want to supply. We will take up the donations 
during December and the cutoff for donations 
will be Sunday, December 8th so that we will 
be able to bless the Pregnancy center and the 
young mothers and families they provide 
support for before Christmas. If you have any 
questions or suggestions please contact 
Pastor Rick at  
Graceumcpc@verizon.net 
Or call  813-503-7933 
God bless you for helping! 

Franklin Graham - Decision America 
Sunshine State Tour Coming Soon! 
 
Billy Graham’s son Franklin Graham will be 
bringing a revival to Plant city on January 12, 
2020! The tour will feature music from Jeremy 
Camp and Dennis Agajarian along with a 
message of hope from Franklin Graham.  
For more information on the Sunshine State Tour 
and how you can be a part of reaching souls for 
Christ, you can visit: 
DecisionAmerica.com 
Or call 1-800-801-3983 
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REMINDER 
Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by DECEMBER 22,   
for the JANUARY Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can or non-perishable food item 

 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 
am. We are helping them sort and date the various food 
donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them 
again Tuesday, December 10th. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service -  
Come celebrate Christmas Eve with us beginning at 7pm! Come 
early to sing Christmas Carols outside at 6:45, and stay after the 
service for cookies and Hot Chocolate. We will celebrate 
communion together and sing the special songs of the Season 
and end our service singing Silent Night by candlelight. We 
would ask for each family to bring cookies or a dessert to share. 
God bless you and Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 Earn extra income while helping your 
community. In advance of the 2020 Census, the U.S. Census 
Bureau is recruiting thousands of people for temporary jobs 
across the country. You can find more information and apply 
online @ https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.html 



 

 

 
 
                                 
 
 
 


