
 

 
WORDS OF GRACE  

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1801 E. CHERRY STREET, PLANT CITY, FL. 33563  PHONE: 813-659-3718 

E-MAIL - Graceumcpc@verizon.net        WEBSITE - Graceumcplantcity.org  

Grace United Methodist Church Newsletter 
ISSUE NO. 117           EDITOR:  RICK PHILLIPS                PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS             FEBRUARY,  2020 

 

I am a firm believer that God is always trying to communicate 
with us daily, hourly, every second of every minute. But 
sometimes we just aren’t truly listening. Sometimes the world has 
our ear, and it is easy to miss the still small voice of God among 
the constant chaotic symphony of noise going on all around us. 
But if we will make it our daily pursuit, to seek God’s voice in 
whatever form it is presented, wherever and whenever he speaks 
to us, then we will find that he truly is with us in a tangible way 
every moment of every day. All we have to do is to be aware and 
focused and paying attention for him to speak to us. It is never an 
exact science, and many times we might feel like a detective 
trying to connect many scattered clues together to solve the 
mystery of what God wants to tell us. Years ago I was helping out 
as a volunteer at a summertime vacation bible school, and as I 
was sharing a personal testimony with a group of kids I 
mentioned at one point how I felt that God had spoken clearly to 
me, and that it startled me, because I knew the words I heard in 
my head were not my own. Later one of the kids asked me a 
question: “When you heard God’s voice, what did it sound like?” 
It really caught me off guard, and I really had to think about it for 
a few moments. The initial response that was immediately on my 
tongue was to say: “Right now I am hearing Him speak out loud 
through your little voice!” But instead, I focused on his question 
and I told him that the voice of God that I heard in my head was 
not any different than the “voice” of my usual thoughts. He spoke 
to me in the familiar voice of my own inner mind. The reason I 
recognized it as God is that the thoughts, and the words, were 
not of my own choosing. The words were: “What God has 
created cannot be possessed by any man.” We had been 
teaching a segment on the freeing of the Hebrew slaves from 
Egypt, and as I read the words of the lesson plan, God added 
those few prophetic words of His own and I simply repeated 
them, giving full credit where it was due. Just recently, I had 
another message relayed to me by God through a stranger. My 
new friend Adam is a 30 something year old man who is a war 
veteran and is trying to get back on his feet, but he is currently 
homeless. He was not looking for a handout, or any help from 
anyone, but I did tell him about the opportunities available 
through the local food bank and some possible temporary 
housing through the Lighthouse ministries. Somehow, the 

conversation moved into a sharing of our own testimonies on 
our faith walk, and Adam shared with me some words that I 
am sure came straight from the mouth of God. He said that 
he could always tell if someone was a true Christian by their 
selfless love for others. And then he said: “You can always 
tell an act of selfless love because it requires someone to do 
something they really don’t want to do in order to benefit 
someone else in need.” As he spoke the words I saw this 
vision of Jesus in the garden at Gethsemane, the night 
before he died on the cross for us, and I remembered the 
words Jesus prayed as he said: “Not my will, but Your will be 
done.” I have been a little confused at times about just why 
Jesus  was in such anguish as he prayed that night. He 
knew that it had been prophesied that he would have to die 
on the cross, and then be raised again in 3 days, but he 
seemed very torn about fulfilling that mission he had been 
born to complete.  But through these words that God shared 
with me through my new friend Adam, I had another piece to 
the puzzle, and I understood that Jesus was fulfilling this 
definition of selfless love by doing something he did not 
really want to do, to benefit someone else. As Jesus prayed, 
I am sure there were a million other alternatives to his dying 
on the cross, and perhaps he presented some of these in his 
prayers. But in the end, it came down to Jesus being 
obedient not to what he wants…  but to what God wants. 
Jesus showed us what selfless love looks like as he allowed 
himself to be arrested, wrongly convicted, and put to death 
on the cross. He did it all for our sake, with no benefit for 
himself. As we attempt to take up our cross and follow 
Christ, there will be times when we are asked to perform 
selfless acts of love. They will most likely be things that we 
really would rather not do, but that is at the heart of the very 
definition of selfless. We need to listen for the still small 
voice of God speaking to us at unlikely times and places, 
and it is okay for us to question God’s plan and to offer our 
own alternatives. But there will be times, when we hear God 
clearly calling us to do it His way, and we have to keep our 
eyes on His will, and then do what God wants, even if it is 
not what we want to do. It is the harder road, the more 
narrow road, the one less traveled; and it will make all the 
difference in finding the closeness with God that we seek.          
                                                          Pastor Rick 

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS                            
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

     SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
    

      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
  POTLUCK SUPPER 

        
      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service       

                                                  
   SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23RD    
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

   WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH    
   6:30 PM Ash Wednesday Service 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Brenda Busbee                1st 
Paula Shields                    4th 
Shelby Ketchen                5th 
Hal Shiffrar                       9th 
Peg Kalm                         11th 
James Ruscavich            19th 
Rebecca Brewster          26th 

Have a fun-filled day 
and a blessed year! 

FEBRUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Charles and Naomi Barton 
February 11th 

John and Kathleen Durbin 
February 22nd 

Claudette & Frank Waddell 
February 25th 

Congratulations!  

 
CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

FEBRUARY 9TH.  COME SHARE IN 
THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

FEBRUARY IMPORTANT DATES 
1st - National Freedom Day 
2nd - Communion Sunday 
2nd - Groundhog Day 
2nd - Super Bowl Sunday  
3rd - The Day the Music Died 
8th - Boy Scout Day 
9th - Transfiguration Sunday 
9th - Potluck Sunday 
12th- Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday 
14th - Valentine’s Day 
14th - National Organ Donor Day 
17th - Random Acts of Kindness Day 
17th- President’s Day 
20th - Love Your Pet Day 
22nd - George Washington’s Birthday 
23rd - Tennis Day 
25th - Mardi Gras 
26th - Ash Wednesday Service 6:30pm 
29th - Leap Day 
 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, February 28th    , 
 at 11:30 A.M. 

At The Plant City Buffet 
At 1914 Redman Parkway 

 in Plant City. 
Everyone is Welcome! 

Money Matters -DEC. 2019 
Beginning Balance -$  35,848.21 
Expenses -                $    8,155.64 
Income -                  $    3,975.00 
Ending Balance -     $  31,667.21 

"Never lose sight of the 
fact that the most 

important yardstick of 
your success will be how 
you treat other people -- 
your family, friends, and 

coworkers, and even 
strangers you meet along 

the way."  
   Barbara Bush 
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Plans are being 
discussed for our next Church Yard and 
Bake Sale and this Spring could be the most 
successful event ever! We are currently 
taking donations and if you are in need of 
help getting it to the church we can help! 
The dates are set for Friday, March 20th, 
and Saturday, March 21st from 8 am to 2pm. 

 

Glimpses Of Heaven  
I have always loved watching the sunset. I do so every 
chance I can. There is something about it that stirs my 
soul. I sit on my back porch and watch as the sky 
becomes a tapestry of ever changing colors. Blue, 
white, yellow, gold, red, orange, pink, and purple all 
weave together to create something so beautiful and so 
glorious that it is transcendent. When you look at it for a 
brief instant it is like you are getting a glimpse of 
Heaven. It isn’t just sunsets, though, that can give you a 
glimpse of Heaven. With a loving heart and a grateful 
spirit you can see that they are everywhere. They are in 
a baby’s laugh, a little girl’s smile, the wag of a dog’s 
tail, and the loud purr of a contented cat. They are in an 
uplifting song, and a beautiful painting. They are in the 
first flower of Spring, cool breezes on a Summer day, 
the colors of the Fall leaves, and the first snow of 
Winter. They are in a heartfelt hug, a gentle touch, a 
caring kiss, and an encouraging word. They are in every 
loving thought, every prayer from the soul, every simple 
act of kindness, every single act of charity, and every 
joyful "Thank You" you give to God. Anything that 
brings us closer to love gives us a glimpse of Heaven. 
Any act that helps another soul gives us a glimpse of 
Heaven. Any thought that makes us more one with God 
gives us a glimpse of Heaven. In fact, our highest 
calling in this life is to bring as much Heaven as we can 
down here to Earth. When our hearts are full of Heaven, 
then Heaven will be our home in this life and in the next.  
May you fill all of your days here with love and joy. May 
your heart always be full of thanksgiving. May you find 
Heaven everywhere you look and bring Heaven 
everywhere you go!  
                          ~ Joseph J. Mazzella ~  

 
This was written by an 83-year-old woman to her friend. * The last 
sentence says it all. *  
Dear Bertha, 
I'm reading more and dusting less. I'm sitting in the yard and admiring 
the view without fussing about the weeds in the garden. I'm spending 
more time with my family and friends and less time working. 
Whenever possible, life should be a pattern of experiences to savor, 
not to endure. I'm trying to recognize these moments now and cherish 
them. I'm not "saving" anything; we use our good china and crystal 
for every special event such as losing a pound, getting the sink 
unstopped, or the first Amaryllis blossom. I wear my good blazer to 
the market. My theory is if I look prosperous, I can shell out $28.49 for 
one small bag of groceries. I'm not saving my good perfume for 
special parties, but wearing it for clerks in the hardware store and 
tellers at the bank.  "Someday" and "one of these days" are losing 
their grip on my vocabulary. If it's worth seeing or hearing or doing, I 
want to see and hear and do it now.  I'm not sure what others 
would've done had they known they wouldn't be here for the 
tomorrow that we all take for granted. I think they would have called 
family members and a few close friends. They might have called a few 
former friends to apologize and mend fences for past squabbles. I like 
to think they would have gone out for a Chinese dinner or for 
whatever their favorite food was. I'm guessing; I'll never know. It's 
those little things left undone that would make me angry if I knew my 
hours were limited. Angry because I hadn't written certain letters that I 
intended to write one of these days.  Angry and sorry that I didn't tell 
my husband and parents and children often enough how much I truly 
love them.  I'm trying very hard not to put off, hold back, or save 
anything that would add laughter and luster to our lives. And every 
morning when I open my eyes, tell myself that it is special. Every day, 
every minute, every breath truly is a gift from God.  Life isn’t always 
the party we hoped for but while we are here, we may as well dance! 

I am only one, but still I am one; I cannot do 
everything; but still I can do something; and 
because I cannot do everything, I will not 
refuse to do the something that I can do.         
                         Edward Everett Hale 
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REMINDER 
Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by FEBRUARY 22,   
for the MARCH Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can or non-perishable food item 

 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 
am. We are helping them sort and date the various food 
donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them 
again Tuesday, February 11th. 

 Special Ash Wednesday Evening Service  
On Wednesday, February 26 at 6:30 pm we will have a special 
Ash Wednesday Service with the imposition of ashes to mark the 
beginning of the Lenten Season. Come worship with us as we 
re-dedicate ourselves to Our Lord and each other and begin our 
journey to Easter Sunday together!  

United Methodist Women’s Group - In 2019 our women’s group 
here at Grace UMC were very busy doing ministry inside and 
outside the church walls! They organized and helped lead the way 
in 2 big Yard Sales that were a blessing to our church family and 
our neighbors, and many people were blessed and ministered to 
as a result. The proceeds raised for the church helped to fund the 
materials to renovate and paint the fellowship hall and kitchen 
area in one project, and the bathrooms and the church back foyer 
in another. They also provided the funds for our much needed 
gutters on the fellowship hall roof, a replacement hot water heater 
for the kitchen, and a replacement stove as well. There are many 
other projects being discussed for this year and they are always 
looking for new volunteers! Thank you ladies and may God bless 
you as you bless others in His Name!           Pastor Rick 

 

 Earn extra income while helping your 
community. In advance of the 2020 Census, the U.S. Census 
Bureau is recruiting thousands of people for temporary jobs 
across the country. You can find more information and apply 
online @ https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.html 



 

 

 


