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Dying to Live 
    The season of Lent has begun and each of us as Christians are 
called to take a close look at our walk with Christ, and to see how 
we might be able to walk just a little closer, and a little more in 
step with God’s will for us. It is a very personal experience, and 
each of us will react differently as we evaluate our prayer life, and 
our spiritual disciplines, and where we may have become less 
dedicated or committed to living out what we profess to believe. 
Even though it may seem on the surface that our walk through 
Lent and on into Easter is focused on us, and how we can re-
dedicate ourselves to serving Christ, the notion that self 
examination is self-centered couldn’t be farther from the truth. In 
fact, our own human nature is the most stubborn barrier that 
separates us from closeness with our Lord. Our goal in examining 
our Christian walk is not so that we can become better at praying, 
or more knowledgeable about scripture, or more educated about 
theology and the disciplines of our religious liturgies. Because the 
truth is, that if we do all that, but we don’t become better at loving 
our neighbors and serving God by serving others, then we have 
accomplished nothing that will truly bring us closer to God. We 
could attend the best worship services the planet has to offer, 
hear the best preachers give inspiring messages, listen to the 
most anointed musicians and singers leading us in song; and still 
we may never feel the closeness to God that we will undoubtedly 
feel by spending one hour serving Thanksgiving dinner to 
homeless parents and their children. When we sacrifice of 
ourselves to help someone else in the name of God’s mercy is 
when we feel the most gain in a spiritual sense. The Bible tells us 
that we must be willing to deny ourselves to gain Christ. In 
Matthew 16: 24-25 Jesus says:  “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  Paul writes 
about us dying to ourselves, in order that we can share in the 
resurrection of Christ, and when we die to our former selves, we 
are born again as a new creation in Christ. But for this process to 
take place, we must first put our old sinful selves to rest. The 
process of daily sacrifice will bring you closer to Christ as you 
deny yourself for the sake of the Cross of Christ, but it won’t be 
easy to do day after day. .  It might seem easy in theory, but I 
challenge you during this Lenten season to give up something 
you really love for the entire time, which begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Easter.  
 

Our flesh and blood bodies are tainted by the blood borne 
pathogen of sin inherited from Adam and Eve. But we also 
have the blood of Jesus Christ flowing in our veins, the 
goodness of the Holy Spirit Intermeshed in every human cell 
of our bodies. When we accept Christ we become a new 
creation, but to truly change the way we live our lives to 
reflect that new creation we have to first bury our old selves. 
There have been times in my life when that has seemed really 
easy to do. Maybe you have had times in your life, where like 
myself, you may have just been tired of making the same old 
mistakes and letting the same old human instincts drag you 
down, and you were ready for a change! Here is a simple 
statement to beware of that almost always comes right before 
a big mistake leading to a bigger fall:  “I’m just going to trust 
my instincts on this one!”  Have you ever said that, or 
thought that, and then everything about the situation just 
went downhill fast and fell apart from that point on? Our 
human instincts are only as good as our flawed and imperfect 
human nature. To trust our instincts alone is like a pilot of an 
airplane, in the middle of a storm, in the middle of a dark 
night choosing to ignore the instruments in the cockpit and 
saying: “ I’m just  going to trust my instincts on this!”  We 
have God’s word and the example of Jesus,  and the 
guidance of The Holy Spirit if we will just take the time to call 
upon them,  and those are so much better to rely on than just 
our human instincts when we are essentially flying blind. We 
have to deny our human instincts, and “die” to our old 
selves, and then we can live eternally in Christ. The apostle 
Paul writes about this in Romans 6: 5-7: For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. for we know that our 
old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves 
to sin- because anyone who has died has been set free from 
sin. Are you dying to truly live? It is the only way we can 
experience the freedom of a new life in Christ. It may be 
difficult because old habits die hard, and our human instincts 
will rebel against self sacrifice. But it is the right decision. It 
is the harder decision to make and it will come with a price to 
pay and your own cross to bear in this life. But if we die with 
Christ, and then we live for Christ, one sweet day we will also 
rise with Christ to a new and eternal day and a life of light and 
love that will know no end.                                              
                                     Pastor Rick 

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS                            
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

     SUNDAY, MARCH 1ST  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 HOLY COMMUNION 
    

      SUNDAY, MARCH 8TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
  POTLUCK SUPPER 

        
      SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH   

   10:00 A.M. Worship Service       
                                                  

   SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND    
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

    
    SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH                 

   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
Children’s Home Sunday 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Shannon Wilson         1st 
Isaiah Elijah Wilson    6th 
Eileen Ruscavich       21st 
Vernele Freeman        21st 
Jim Fulton                   21st 
Daryl Rogers               24th 
Marianne Johnson     25th 
Judy Maur                   27th 
Maggie Brogdon         30th 

Have a fun-filled day 
and a blessed year! 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES  

David & Rebecca Brewster 
March 2nd 

Charles & Patricia McGuirt 
March 11th 

Russell & Judy Muzuruk 
March 14th 

Bob and Doreen O’Dette 
March 17th 

Ray and Leah Cowen 
March 22nd 

 Howard & Shannon Wilson 
March 25th 

Congratulations! 

 
CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

MARCH 8TH.  COME SHARE IN 
THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

MARCH IMPORTANT DATES 
1st - Communion Sunday 
2nd - John Wesley died (1791) 
3rd - National Anthem Day 
3rd - Peach Blossom Day 
6th - World Day of Prayer 
8th -  Daylight Savings Time Begins 
8th - Intl. Working Women’s Day 
8th - Potluck Sunday 
11th -  Johnny Appleseed Day 
12th- Girl Scouts Day 
15th - Ides of March 
17th - Saint Patrick’s Day 
19th - Vernal Equinox (Spring begins) 
20th- International Earth Day 
21st- National Quilting Day 
22nd - UMCOR Sunday 
23rd - National Puppy Day 
25th - Feast of the Annunciation 
30th - National Doctor’s Day 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, MARCH 20th    , 
 at 11:30 A.M. 

At The Plant City Buffet 
At 1914 Redman Parkway 

 in Plant City. 
Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters -JAN. 2020 

Beginning Balance -$  31,667.21 
Expenses -                $    4,238.55 
Income -                  $    3,361.87 
Ending Balance -     $  30,793.53 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday February 27th - 
Sunday March 8th! 
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  Have a Happy and Blessed Saint Patrick’s Day! 

ANGELS ARE OUT THERE!                 (A True Story) 
A couple of Wednesdays ago, I got an evening phone call 
from the pediatric ICU at Presbyterian Hospital, in Charlotte, 
NC, where I work as a child life specialist. Usually when they 
call at night, it means something bad has happened. This, 
however, was different. My coworker told me that the most 
amazing thing had just happened and she just had to call to 
tell me. We had a patient who has really grown up in and out 
of the hospital. All the staff knows her and her family. She 
had been in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) for 
about a month, and had been intubated - on life support. She 
was not doing well. The doctors had approached mom about 
taking her off life support the Saturday before. Mom was okay 
with it, and said that she'd been through so much and if was 
her time to go she wanted to honor that. So they had taken 
her off. It was Wednesday and she was still alive. Amazing. 
The doctors approached mom about taking off her oxygen 
mask. Mom was supportive, and began praying over her 
daughter. The mother of another young patient who was in 
the bed next to her began praying with her. The nurse 
practitioner went to the nurses’ station to chart that she had 
taken off the oxygen mask. While doing so, she looked up at 
the security monitor that videotapes the double doors leading 
into the PICU. It records anyone who may be waiting outside 
the doors to get in since it is a secure unit. She saw a man 
standing there, and it looked a little funny to her, so she 
decided to walk down the hall to open the double doors 
personally. When she opened them, no one was standing 
there. She walked back down to the nurses station to finish 
charting, assuming he had walked away, but saw him still 
standing there on the monitor. So she opened the doors with 
a button near the nurses’ station and leaned over to see him 
walk in, but no one was standing there.  She pulled over 
another nurse and both stood staring at this man on the 
monitor and opening the doors to find no one there. The 
nurse practitioner leaned in closely to look at the man on the 
monitor and said, 'Oh my gosh. That's an angel. You can see 
his wings!'  They said that the sun starting shining so brightly 
and the whole PICU was strangely filled with light. They said 
he was a tall man and you could see wings behind him.  They 
pulled over all the staff of the PICU and the two praying 
mothers and everyone was staring at this man on the monitor 
and opening the doors to find no one there. Crying, everyone 
pulled out their camera phones to take pictures, but no one 
could get it to show up on their camera. The mother of the girl 
pulled out her camera phone and finally got a picture of the 
angel who was guarding the doors to the PICU. He turned out 
as a man of light. I have attached the picture from her phone. 
The girl was later discharged from the hospital to go home. A 
Miracle. This story makes me so grateful for the way that God 
reveals himself to us, and the how Great He is really is.    
                    Chelsea Barton's mother, Colleen Barton 

 - Author Unknown                                                                                           
A small boy once approached his slightly older sister with 
a question about God. "Susie, can anybody ever really see 
God?" he asked. Busy with other things, Susie curtly 
replied: "No, of course not, silly. God is so far up in 
heaven that nobody can see him." Time passed, but his 
question still lingered, so he approached his mother: 
"Mom, can anybody ever really see God?" "No, not really," 
she gently said. "God is a spirit and he dwells in our 
hearts, but we can never really see him." Somewhat 
satisfied but still wondering, the youngster went on his 
way. Not long afterwards, his saintly old grandfather took 
the little boy on a fishing trip. They were having a great 
time together -- it had been an ideal day. The sun was 
beginning to set with unusual splendor as the day ended. 
The old man stopped fishing and turned his full attention 
to the exquisite beauty unfolding before him.  On seeing 
the face of his grandfather reflecting such deep peace and 
contentment as he gazed into the magnificent ever-
changing sunset, the little boy thought for a moment and 
finally spoke hesitatingly: "Granddad, I - I wasn't going to 
ask anybody else, but I wonder if you can tell me the 
answer to something I've been wondering about a long 
time. Can anybody, can anybody ever really see God?" 
The old man did not even turn his head. A long moment 
slipped by before he finally answered. "Son," he quietly 
said. "It's getting so I can't see anything else."                                                

"The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 
the work of His hands. Day after day they pour forth 
speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is 
no speech or language where their voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the 
ends of the world." 
-- Psalm 19:1-4 
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REMINDER 
Newsletter items need to be to 

Pastor Rick by MARCH 22,   
for the APRIL Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can or non-perishable food item 

 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday morning of each month 
from 10-12 . We are helping them sort and date the various 
food donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them 
again Tuesday, March 10th. 

A Friend in Need - Cathy Suarez’s friend Nadena  has been on 
our prayer list as she undergoes treatment for Leukemia and is 
unable to work. If you would like to make a donation to help 
her through these difficult times, please just put it in an 
envelope marked “Nadena”. God Bless You for blessing her! 

Preparations are being made 
for our next Church Yard and Bake Sale and this Spring could be 
the most successful event ever! We are currently taking 
donations and if you are in need of help getting it to the church 
we can help! We also are in need of baked goods to sell as well! 
The dates are set for Friday, March 27th, and Saturday, March 
28TH from 8 am to 2pm each day. 

Criminal Justice and Correctional System Reform Bill in Florida 
A provision in the Senate’s criminal justice reform bill could make a big impact 
early on, if signed into law. Republican Senator Jeff Brandes is the bill’s 
principal backer. Brandes said. “I think the addition of the 65 percent gain time 
and piercing the 85 percent arbitrary threshold, I think it’s a huge reform. 
Especially allowing for individuals who have committed themselves, while 
incarcerated, to doing the right things.” State estimators say the bill's gain time 
provision could take more than 9,000 people out of the prison population by 
2023-24 and potentially save the state as much as $860 million dollars. Prison 
reform has long been a mission of the Methodist Church from the very 
beginning as it was a passion of the founder of Methodism, John Wesley. 
If you would like your voice be heard on this much needed reform to our Florida 
Prison System please visit    Prisonreformnow.net  or call: (877) 312-2292 

 


