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       Suddenly I found myself thinking that this might just be a 
small taste of what it felt like for Noah, his family, and all the 
animals on the Ark as the relentless rains came, and they were left 
with no recourse but to hunker down and shelter in place together, 
waiting for a sign from God that things were going to be alright. 
All of us have been drifting about for weeks now, caught in the 
rising waters and constantly changing currents of the coronavirus 
pandemic as it spreads like a flood over the surface of the earth, 
and wondering how far and how high the watermarks of its effects 
will reach. As the first drops of that Biblical rain began to fall on 
the dry land surrounding the Ark, I am sure there were many of 
those who would have had a hard time believing that one tiny drop 
followed by another could someday amount to an event that 
would change the face of the world and the fate of mankind 
forever. As the number of cases of the virus mount and spread 
and spill over from the source, we watch as the map of the world 
steadily changes color indicating the inevitable, and we resign 
ourselves to a plan for the long term. Not a plan to resume life as it 
used to be, but a plan to continue to live life in the way God leads 
us to be in a world suddenly and permanently different than 
before. I wonder if Noah felt doubt, and fear, as the largest water 
craft ever built in the history of man to that point, built not by a 
master ship builder, but by a first time novice blindly following the 
Master’s grand design, was now being tested upon the open and 
endless waters covering the globe.  I am sure Noah had great faith 
but I also expect that as a human being, he surely felt moments of 
anxiety, wondering if he had been able to follow God’s 
instructions accurately enough for this Ark to withstand the 
destructive power of the waves and the wind. I am sure as the 
days adrift on the waters dragged on, and as Noah and his family 
walked up and down the dim hallways of their floating sanctuary 
and went about their daily duties of caring for the creatures that 
would be the future of a brave new world, they must have 
wondered how long their provisions would last, and they must 
have felt the pressure of the race against time for their survival. It 
must have been impossible for them to gauge if the waters were 
still rising, or slowly starting to recede, and each day I am sure 
that they talked amongst themselves about all these things 
coming to pass, and how out of their control it all truly was. And I 
am sure that they spent time together in prayer.  

 
I am sure they must have asked God for a sign. I am sure they 
leaned upon their faith in the goodness and mercy of God. 
And I can only imagine that they even sang songs of faith 
together in a showing of their worship of God and their praise 
and thankfulness for God’s presence in their lives even in the 
midst of such great uncertainty. They made it through the 40 
days and 40 nights on faith alone. And then, suddenly there 
was a break in the clouds that had obscured the light of the 
sun for so long. And when they had almost forgotten that 
they had asked God for a sign, they witnessed the 
Technicolor reminder from God in a shimmering rainbow as 
the sun shone through the mist of the dying remnants of the 
storm.  As we walk up and down the hallways and corridors 
of our daily lives, uncertain if the worst is past us yet, or still 
to come, let us rejoice that God is still with us even now. As 
we see the sight of empty shelves and nervous neighbors 
and we wonder how much longer we can hold out, let us sing 
God’s praises as we realize the extent of our reliance on His 
Grace and Mercy to survive, because we trust that He loves 
us and will not forsake us. And let us pray together, and stay 
together in one Holy Spirit, and think of others first and 
ourselves last, and share what we have, just as God has first 
shared it all with us. Let us not fear each other, but turn and 
stand together against the common enemies we face using 
the power of the name of Christ our Lord, who faced our 
enemy of sin and death for our sakes. Let us build an ark of 
faith, following the expert directions of our Father in Heaven 
and His Son on earth and the Holy Spirit everywhere in 
between. Let us put our complete trust in this “Ark” of God’s 
promises to us, to save us and not destroy us, as we ride out 
the storms in this mortal life. Let us rise each morning and 
join hands and pray as we lift our eyes to the morning sky to 
witness the light of the sun as it drives away the darkness of 
the night. And most of all, let us keep our eyes skyward even 
as the storm rages, and let us never stop watching in 
confident expectation, waiting for the rainbow we know God 
will bring to our weary sight. Stay safe and stay well,  and 
stay strong in your faith in God and in each other. The 
Rainbow is coming soon!                       
                                                           Pastor Rick 

 
                                                                                                                                                                     

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS                        
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

(All Worship times subject to change or 
cancellation depending on corona virus 
situation. Please call  Church or check 

website for latest information)     
 SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
PALM SUNDAY/ HOLY COMMUNION 

 
THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH  

7:00 P.M. Tenebrae Service 
    

      SUNDAY, APRIL 12TH  

  10:00 A.M. EASTER Worship Service 
   

      SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

POTLUCK SUNDAY       
                                                  

   SUNDAY, APRIL 26TH    
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
Fran Johnson              1st 

Vicki Miller                   1st 

Kathy Muzuruk            2nd 
Pedro Rocha                2nd   
Cooper Cowen             3rd   
Doreen O’Dette            7th   
Ray Cowen (Jr.)          12th   
Betty Conner               13th   
Watson Carpenter       13th   
Jim Houck                    18th   
Jane Graham                26th   
Bill Zinke                      26th 
Jade Rogers                30th  

 
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
Reggie and Jan Stevens 

April 19th 
Rhett and Kathy Suarez 

April 27th 

 
CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

APRIL 19TH.  COME SHARE IN 
THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 

1st - April Fools Day 
2nd - Reconciliation Day 
4th - School Librarian Day 
5th-  Palm Sunday 
7th - World Health Day 
9th - Maundy Thursday 
10th - Good Friday 
10th - National Siblings Day 
11th - National Submarine Day 
12th - Easter Sunday 
13th - Scrabble Day 
20th - Patriot’s Day 
20th- Volunteer Recognition Day 
22nd - Earth Day 
22nd - Admin Professionals Day 
24th - National Arbor Day 

   26th - Native American Ministries Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, APRIL 24th    , 
 at 11:30 A.M. 

Location depending upon 
availability and will be 
announced A.S.A.P. 

Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters -FEB. 2020 
Beginning Balance -$   35,319.49 
Expenses -                $    3,118.37 
Income -                  $    4,795.00 
Ending Balance -     $   36,996.12 

“If you’re not hungry  
for God, then you are 

probably full of yourself.” 
          Author Unknown  

. 

Daniel Hochhalter, Losers Like Us 
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THE RICH FAMILY                                           By Eddie Ogan 
I'll never forget Easter 1946. I was fourteen, my little sister, 
Ocy, was twelve and my older sister, Darlene, was sixteen. We 
lived at home with our mother, and the four of us knew what it 
was to do without. My dad had died five years before, leaving 
Mom with no money and seven school-aged kids to raise. By 
1946, my older sisters were married and my brothers had left 
home. A month before Easter, the pastor of our church 
announced that a special holiday offering would be taken to 
help a poor family. He asked everyone to save and give 
sacrificially. When we got home, we talked about what we 
could do. We decided to buy fifty pounds of potatoes and live 
on them for a month. This would allow us to save twenty dollars 
of our grocery money for the offering. Then we thought that if 
we kept our electric lights turned out as much as possible and 
didn't listen to the radio, we'd save money on that month's 
electric bill. Darlene got as many house- and yard-cleaning jobs 
as possible, and both of us baby-sat for everyone we could. 
For fifteen cents we could buy enough cotton loops to make 
three potholders to sell for a dollar. We made twenty dollars on 
potholders. This would allow us to save twenty dollars of our 
grocery money for the offering. Then we thought that if we kept 
our electric lights turned out as much as possible and didn't 
listen to the radio, we'd save money on that month's electric 
bill. Darlene got as many house- and yard-cleaning jobs as 
possible, and both of us baby-sat for everyone we could. For 
fifteen cents we could buy enough cotton loops to make three 
potholders to sell for a dollar. We made twenty dollars on 
potholders. This would allow us to save twenty dollars of our 
grocery money for the offering. Then we thought that if we kept 
our electric lights turned out as much as possible and didn't 
listen to the radio, we'd save money on that month's electric 
bill. Darlene got as many house- and yard-cleaning jobs as 
possible, and both of us baby-sat for everyone we could. For 
fifteen cents we could buy enough cotton loops to make three 
potholders to sell for a dollar. We made twenty dollars on 
potholders. After all, every Sunday the pastor had reminded 
everyone to save for the sacrificial offering. The night before 
Easter, we were so excited we could hardly sleep. We didn't 
care that we wouldn't have new clothes for Easter; we had 
seventy dollars for the sacrificial offering. We could hardly wait 
to get to church! On Sunday morning, rain was pouring. We 
didn't own an umbrella, and the church was over a mile from 
our home, but it didn't seem to matter how wet we got.. Darlene 
had cardboard in her shoes to fill in the holes. The cardboard 
came apart, and her feet got wet. But we sat in church proudly. 
I heard some teenagers talking about our old dresses. I looked 
at them in their new clothes, and I felt rich. When the sacrificial 
offering was taken, we were sitting in the second row from the 
front. Mom put in the ten-dollar bill, and each of us kids put in a 
twenty-dollar bill. We sang all the way home from church.  
 

At lunch, Mom had a surprise for us. She had bought a dozen  
eggs, and we had boiled Easter eggs with our fried potatoes! 
Late that afternoon, the minister drove up in his car. Mom went 
to the door, talked with him for a moment, and then came back 
with an envelope in her hand. We asked what it was, but she 
didn't say a word. She opened the envelope and out fell a 
bunch of money. There were three crisp twenty-dollar bills, one 
ten-dollar bill and seventeen one-dollar bills. Mom put the 
money back in the envelope. We didn't talk, just sat and stared 
at the floor. We had gone from feeling like millionaires to feeling 
poor. We kids had such a happy life that we felt sorry for 
anyone who didn't have our Mom and our late Dad for parents 
and a house full of brothers and sisters and other kids visiting 
constantly. We thought it was fun to share silverware and see 
whether we got the spoon or the fork that night. We had two 
knives that we passed around to whoever needed them. I knew 
we didn't have a lot of things that other people had, but I'd 
never thought we were poor. That Easter day I found out we 
were. The minister had brought us the money for the poor 
family, so we must be poor, I thought. I didn't like being poor. I 
looked at my dress and worn-out shoes and felt so ashamed -- I 
didn't even want to go back to church. Everyone there probably 
already knew we were poor! I thought about school. I was in the 
ninth grade and at the top of my class of over one hundred 
students. I wondered if the kids at school knew that we were 
poor. I decided that I could quit school since I had finished the 
eighth grade. That was all the law required at that time.We sat 
in silence for a long time. Then it got dark, and we went to bed. 
All that week, we girls went to school and came home, and no 
one talked much. Finally, on Saturday, Mom asked us what we 
wanted to do with the money. What did poor people do with 
money? We didn't know. We'd never known we were poor. We 
didn't want to go to church on Sunday, but Mom said we had to. 
Although it was a sunny day, we didn't talk on the way. Mom 
started to sing, but no one joined in, and she sang only one 
verse. At church we had a missionary speaker. He talked about 
how churches in Africa made buildings out of sun-dried bricks, 
but they needed money to buy roofs. He said one hundred 
dollars would put a roof on a church. The minister added, "Can't 
we all sacrifice to help these poor people?" We looked at each 
other and smiled for the first time in a week. Mom reached into 
her purse and pulled out the envelope. She passed it to 
Darlene. Darlene gave it to me, and I handed it to Ocy. Ocy put 
it in the offering. When the offering was counted, the minister 
announced that it was a little over one hundred dollars. The 
missionary was excited. He hadn't expected such a large 
offering from our small church. He said, "You must have some 
rich people in this church." Suddenly it struck us! We had given 
eighty-seven dollars of that "little over one hundred dollars." We 
were the rich family in the church! Hadn't the missionary said 
so? From that day on, I've never been poor again.... 
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REMINDER 
Newsletter items need to be to 

Pastor Rick by APRIL 22,   
for the MAY Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can or non-perishable food item 

 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday morning of each month 
from 10-12 . We are helping them sort and date the various 
food donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them 
again at a date to be announced as conditions permit. 

We have had to postpone our 
Yard Sale for one week amid corona virus concerns. The dates 
are set for Friday, April 3rd, and Saturday, April 4TH from 8 am to 
2 pm each day. We are calling it our “Open Air Priceless Yard 
Sale”, with a focus on helping our neighbors. The theme is “take 
what you need, and leave what you can” and there will no set 
prices, just donations only. Free food will be provided as well. 
Come and help us as we help our neighbors in Jesus‘ Name!

(A word on the Corona virus dilemma)  
We have all been experiencing a once in a lifetime event 
together and we are all learning much more than we ever wanted 
to know about viruses and social distancing and the like. I just 
want to urge all of us to pray about what the future holds, and to 
be strong in our faith that only God knows the future and holds it 
in his hands. I would also ask for your patience and 
understanding as there will undoubtedly be cancellations and 
postponements of church events and worship in the coming 
weeks which will be a source of discouragement to all of us but 
we must remain focused on the long term, and the safety and 
health of all of our neighbors here and around the world. Pray for 
our leaders and all the world leaders as we learn and grow 
together through this shared experience. Please check the 
church website or call 813-659-3718 for the most up to date 
information on services and events. Even if our Sunday service 
is cancelled, I will be at the church 9-12 for prayer and support. 
Stay well, and stay strong in your faith! God be with us all! 
                                                                                     Pastor Rick 

 



 

 

Grace United Methodist Church Newsletter                           APRIL  2020                          Page 5 

Save The Date! -   You are invited to a joyous day of celebration on Saturday, April 18th, here 
at Grace UMC. Ronald Wright and Janice Fredericksen are taking the sacred vows of 
Matrimony and ask for the blessing of the presence of their church family! No RSVP 
needed, just come and support them in this wonderful day in their lives together! 
 
A Friend in Need - Cathy Suarez’s friend Nadena  has been on our prayer list as she 
undergoes treatment for Leukemia and is unable to work. If you would like to make a 
donation to help her through these difficult times, please just put it in an envelope marked 
“Nadena”. God Bless You for blessing her! 
 
Our Tithes and Offerings - We do not have on-line giving set up on the website yet but are 
checking into several options. If we do not have service on any particular Sunday and you 
would like to offer a donation to the church, you can mail your donation to:  
Grace UMC    1801 East Cherry Street   Plant City FL 33563 
You may also bring by any donations on Sunday mornings between 9 and 12 as the church 
will be open for prayer, and Pastor Rick will be here to pray with you, and offer support and 
encouragement. Thank you for your continued support of God’s Church here at Grace. 
 
Staying in Touch - Please let us keep in touch with each other during these times of social 
distancing and separation. Let’s use our phones, our computers, and even the good old 
postal service to reach out and let each other know we are thinking and praying for each 
other. If you have questions about service times and cancellations please call the Church 
phone @ 813-689-3718 or visit our website @ Graceumcplantcity.org.  
 

Among the items in the Mark Twain Memorial in Hartford, Connecticut, 
are these words neatly framed: “Always do right. It will gratify some people and astonish 
the rest.” Truly yours, Mark Twain, New York February, 16, 1901. Conscience is what leads 
a person to do right. A conscience is molded from the first lessons we learn about right and 
wrong. If we are never taught those lessons, we fail to develop a moral conscience. If we 
are taught poorly or incompletely, we develop a stunted conscience. If we override our 
conscience and refuse to obey its advice, we develop a hardened conscience, and over 
time, we will live as if we don’t have one. Without a conscience, our lives are lawless, 
immoral, and tainted….without character. You can’t see a conscience or autopsy it, but you 
can hear it whispering in your mind and feel it tugging at your heart. Nurture your 
conscience. Keep reinforcing what you know to be right and wrong. One way to do that is 
to read aloud the Word of God, or to hear the Word of God preached. Above all, don’t take 
your conscience for granted. It is either healthy or becoming unhealthy. And as your 
conscience goes, so goes your reputation and the quality of your life.                                                                                         
“For our boasting is this; the testimony of our conscience that we conducted ourselves in the 
world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with worldly wisdom but by the grace of God, and 
more abundantly toward you.”                                                              2 Corinthians 1:12 


