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Preparing for Storms 
                It is June already and as we all know, that is the official 
kick-off to summer and to Hurricane Season here in Florida. 
Those of us who have lived here for a long time have to fight 
against complacency, and we have to constantly remind 
ourselves of past close calls, and how little time and opportunity 
there is to prepare when we wait until the last minute. On the 
other hand, many who are new to the Hurricane season might 
have to guard against panic when they see the forecast “cone of 
probability” showing the predicted path of a hurricane coming 
directly through their area. Whether it is your first hurricane, or 
your hundredth, a little faith goes a long way to bring us peace of 
mind in the middle of the howling wind and pelting rain of 
something as unpredictable and uncontrollable as a tropical 
storm or hurricane. There are other types of storms we find 
ourselves in at times, and many of them strike without any 
warning at all. We are in the middle of one of those storms that 
we never saw coming until it was already upon us, and unlike a 
hurricane, the COVID 19 superstorm is going to be hanging 
around for a while instead of moving out to sea and dissipating, 
and we are trying to “weather” the storm and keep ourselves and 
others as safe as possible. One could say that we are in the “eye 
of the hurricane” of the pandemic right now, and that we will still 
have to experience a whole other round of fury to come. But just 
as with the weather, no one knows for sure just how it will all go 
down, and we will just have to prepare for the worst, and hope 
and pray for the best of God’s mercy in the midst of it all. At the 
time that I am writing this, our target date for re-opening our 
United Methodist Churches in Florida is set to begin after June 
15th, and our live worship together will look a bit socially 
different than the last time we were able to gather together in 
God’s name back in March when we were virtually blindsided by 
this storm and surprised by the intensity and tenacity with which 
it struck our society and our usual way of life. And as with any 
devastating storm, there have been casualties, and we are still 
reeling from the sudden shock of it all. So, as we start planning 
to re-open our churches we need to plan and prepare for the 
storm that is still out there, and use the knowledge we have 
gained to make safer spaces in which to worship together. I want 
to share a story that lives on beyond the Rabbi, Albert Lewis, 
who used this as an inspirational teaching tool for his flock. 
These are his inspired words:  “A man seeks employment on a 
farm,” Lewis begins, “so he hands a letter of recommendation to 
his prospective employer. It reads simply, ‘He sleeps in the 
storm.’” The farmer is completely befuddled by such a  

 
recommendation. But being desperate for help, and having 
few other prospects, he hires the man. The weeks pass, 
uneventfully, until late one night a terrible storm strikes the 
farm with driving rain, bolts of lightning, and fierce winds. 
The farmer leaps from his bed afraid that his farm will be 
shredded if not destroyed. He shouts to his newly hired 
worker, but the man is sound asleep in his bed, unbothered 
by the tempest outside. So, the farmer throws on his raincoat 
and launches into the stormy night alone to secure his 
livestock and perishables. When he arrives at the barn, to his 
amazement, the animals are safe and sound behind locked 
gates with plenty of feed. All the wheat and hay has been 
tightly bound and wrapped in tarpaulins. The doors to the 
silo are chained securely, so his grain is dry. The farmer 
races back home, cold and wet, but so very pleased. Before 
going back to bed, he pauses to look in on his hired hand, 
snoring steadily. Then he understood. “He sleeps in the 
storm.” We can never predict what storms are gathering on 
the horizons of the future of our existence, but we can 
prepare ourselves to be ready to face whatever may come 
with faith in God instead of fear of the unknown. Will our faith 
shelter us from the storm’s effects, whether it is a natural 
disaster like a hurricane, or something even more sinister 
like the coronavirus? In the end, whether we live or die from 
any of the many dangers in this mortal life, we will still 
survive to see the endless tomorrow of Eternal life in Christ 
because of our faith, and that is a strength and a comfort that 
enables us to sleep in heavenly peace even when we are 
surrounded by chaos. We need to look out for each other, 
and reach out a helping hand whenever and however we can. 
We need to take care of the foundations of our faith above all 
material things, for it is the spiritual treasure of our faith in 
Christ that will help us find peace for today and hope for 
tomorrow. Prepare for the storm, but do not fear or panic 
because of it, whatever the “storm” may be. Prepare by 
giving your heart, mind, soul, and life into the safest of all 
places; the hands of our loving God. Trust in Him, and fear 
will fade from your life. In 1 John 4 scripture tells us: “ There 
is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,”. Put your 
faith in God in the midst of whatever storms you may be in, 
and He will give you the perfect peace of the love of God that 
surpasses all understanding, and you will be able to sleep 
soundly, even in the worst of storms.     
                                   Pastor Rick 

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS                 
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

     
 SUNDAY, JUNE 7TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
 HOLY COMMUNION 

    
      SUNDAY, JUNE 14TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
 
        

      SUNDAY, JUNE 21ST   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

  Father’s Day Service       
                                                     

  SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH   
    10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 
(LIVE Services begin again on  

Sunday, June 21st!) 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
Margie Paduano              7th  

Kathleen Durbin              10th 

Ann Marie Fulton             12th  

Lorie Rogers                    16th 

Bobby Rogers                  16th 

June Coleman                 16th 

Parker Suarez                  22nd 

 
        JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

 
Arthur and Bobby Rogers 

June 12th 

Larry and Sylvia Gross 
June 16th 

Kenneth and Melody Yancey 
 June 20th 

 
Congratulations! 

 
NEXT CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

JULY 12TH  DEPENDENT UPON 
CURRENT RESTRICTIONS ON 

GATHERINGS. COME SHARE IN 
THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

     JUNE IMPORTANT DATES 
1st -  National Doughnut Day 
5th -  World Environment Day 
6th -  D-Day, WW II  
6th-  Methodist Annual Conference                            
7th -  Communion Sunday 
7th - Peace with Justice Sunday 
8th-   World Ocean Day 
12th - Red Rose Day 
14th-  Flag Day 
15th - National Nature Photo Day 
18th - Nursing Assistants Day 
19th-  Juneteenth 
21st-  Happy Father’s Day! 
21st - First Day of Summer 
23rd - International Widow’s Day 
26th - Forgiveness Day 
28th - John Wesley’s Birthday 
30th - Meteor Day 
 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, JUNE 26th, 
 at 11:30 A.M. restrictions 

permitting. The location will be 
decided upon and announced 

as soon as determined.  
Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters -April. 2020 

Beginning Balance -$  36,842.95 
Expenses -                $    3,244.19 
Income -                  $    2,882.00. 
Ending Balance -     $  36,480.76 
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The Bible tells us some things about Heaven but not too many. 
It certainly doesn't get into all the things we'll be doing for all of 
eternity. Sure, we'll sing and worship, but what about when 
we're not doing that?  While I can't guarantee exactly what 
you'll be doing in Heaven, I do think we may as well assume 
that we can do whatever we want. Feel free to stretch your 
imagination to its limit. This isn't your everyday trip planner 
we're talking about here. This is God. One thing I think we can 
assume about Heaven is that *we won't be disappointed*. Now, 
if you stretch your imagination to its limit, won't you be 
disappointed if you're told, "I'm sorry; you can't do that 
here...(not even in Heaven??)" Recall again, this is God we're 
talking about. So, if you don't get to do the most amazing things 
that you imagine, guess what? God must have even better 
ideas! It wouldn't be so surprising after all, now would it? Recall 
what Ephesians 3:20 says about God. "...Him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine..." That being 
said, feel free to imagine doing whatever you'd like in Heaven. 
Sure, you may never do it, but if not, that just means that you're 
doing even more amazing things for all eternity. So throw all the 
laws of physics, space, and time out the window and begin to 
imagine a miniscule portion of all that Heaven can be. How 
about being able to go to any place and time? You could 
witness all of history firsthand. You could watch the Bible 
heroes live out their stories. Watch Noah build the ark. See 
Moses lead the Israelites out of Egypt. David's battle with 
Goliath. The birth of Jesus. Jesus' ministry, death, and 
resurrection. Watch the apostles spread the gospel...What 
could you do with a sport? Play as long as you want without 
getting tired? Simulate your earthly body's stamina... until 
you decide you want to "reset"? Try someone else's stamina 
or skill level for yourself? A professional athlete's? Anyone who 
ever lived? Play as a hulking 300 pound muscleman? As a 5 
year old girl? Never go after your golf ball (unless you want 
to)...have it reappear in your hand? Relive the best times of 
your life? Live times of other people's lives? Be any age you 
want? Look like whoever or *whatever* you want (and still have 
everyone recognize you!)? Impressed by Heaven yet? These 
are just my ideas. God is the one who's designing the place, 
and He's able to do immeasurably more than all I can possibly 
imagine! 
                                               Author Unknown 

God to keep her safe from harm and danger. When she 
reached the alley, which was a shortcut to her house, 
she decided to take it. However, halfway down the alley 
she noticed a man standing at the end as though he 
were waiting for her. She became uneasy and began to 
pray, asking for God's protection. A comforting feeling of 
quietness and security wrapped around her, and she felt 
as though someone was walking with her. When she 
reached the end of the alley, she walked right past the 
man and arrived home safely. The following day, she 
read in the newspaper that a young woman had been 
attacked in the same alley just twenty minutes after she 
had been there. Feeling overwhelmed by this tragedy 
and the fact that it could have been her, she began to 
weep. Thanking the Lord for her safety and to help this 
young woman, she decided to go to the police station. 
She felt she could recognize the man, so she told them 
her story. The police asked her if she would be willing to 
look at a lineup to see if she could identify him. She 
agreed and immediately pointed out the man she had 
seen in the alley the night before. When the man was 
told he had been identified, he immediately broke down 
and confessed. The officer thanked her for her bravery 
and asked if there was anything they could do for her. 
She asked if they would ask the man one question. She 
was curious as to why he had not attacked her. When 
the policeman asked him, he answered, "Because she 
wasn't alone. She had two tall men walking on either 
side of her." 

Priceless Yard Sale -  
Our Spring Yard Sale has been postponed 
for a few months but we are finally ready to 
bless our neighbors with lots of second 
hand treasures and good food! Our 
“priceless” Yard sale has no prices for the 
items and we will accept any reasonable 
offer or donation. Our motto is “Take what 
you need, and give what you can!” Our goal 
is to be a blessing to our community at a 
time when it is greatly needed, all in the 
name of the Love of God. Come join us as 
we celebrate with our neighbors on Friday, 
June 19th and Saturday, June 20th, from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. each day! We are in need of 
baked goods to be donated and we need 
volunteers to help both days as well. Come 
help us bless our neighbors! 

Tall Answer to Prayer 
A girl went to a party, but she ended up staying longer than 
planned and had to walk home alone. She wasn't afraid 
because it was a small town and she lived only a few blocks 
away. As she walked along under the tall elm  trees, she asked  
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REMINDER 
Newsletter items need to be to 

Pastor Rick by JUNE 22,   
for the JULY Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can or non-perishable food item 

 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 
am. We are helping them sort and date the various food 
donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them 
again Tuesday, June 9TH. 

Happy Belated Easter!  
I know we were all disappointed that we were not able to celebrate Easter 
together in our usual manner due to the corona virus concerns. We are 
going to schedule a special worship service sometime later in the 
summer whenever it is safe to gather together to worship again. We will 
have a free breakfast and a special Easter Themed service and an Easter 
egg hunt and fun for the kids! More information to come as our plans 
start to come together.  

Church Re-Opening - I know we are all ready to start trying to get 
back to some sort of normal life even if it won’t be exactly as it was 
before the corona virus hit. Our Bishop has requested that we refrain 
from worshipping in person until after June 15th. We will resume our 10 
am Sunday Worship Services in person on June 21st, Father‘s Day, and 
we will observe any of the guidelines for gathering as a group to worship 
together that may be in place. We will continue to offer an on-line worship 
service for those who may not feel ready to return to our in-person style 
of worship. Please check the website, our face book page or call or e-mail 
us for the most up to date information on the church re-opening. 

 

Thank you for your support!   I just want to take a moment to 
thank all of you once again for your support to the church in these 
challenging times. Your generosity in getting your tithes and offerings to 
us by mail or other means has been inspiring and heartwarming. Please 
let us know if any of you are in need of any kind of help from the church. I 
want you to know that I am here for you, and praying for you every day, 
and may God bless you greatly for your faithfulness!  - Pastor Rick 



 

 

                                 
 
 
 


