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   Maybe it is just me, and it seems like it started as a result of the 
Corona virus restrictions, but I have witnessed a whole lot of 
people who have recently taken up running as a pastime. All 
kinds of people are out there running as a way to get some fresh 
air and exercise, and maybe a way to escape for a while and 
deal with all the stress this pandemic has brought to our lives. 
Running could be considered an absurd pastime to many of us, 
and it seems the point of it all is not really to get from one place 
to another because most of the time, runners go around in 
circles, and always end up right back where they began. But for 
people who run regularly, it is not so much about getting 
somewhere different, as it is about becoming someone different. 
There are physical changes that take place from running that are 
very beneficial for our health, and the release of endorphins that 
happens as we go through the exertion and discomfort of 
running can help give us a mood boost that can lift us up from 
the feelings of depression and anxiety that life can throw at us. 
But before we start to take up running regularly, we need to know 
that it takes some preparation and a plan to make sure that we 
do not end up doing more harm than good. It is also a good idea 
to set some achievable goals and there are plenty of programs 
out there to help guide us from day one to our first 5K race and 
beyond. It can also be very helpful to join a group of runners to 
share your experiences and help encourage each other along 
the way. Running not only enhances your physical fitness, but it 
can bring you a peace of mind and spirit through the discipline it 
takes to finish the race that is set before us. One of the most 
helpful insights to the deeper meaning of running is from a most 
unusual source to find insight into sports, but there I found it in 
the Bible, in the writings of the Apostle Paul from the book of 
Hebrews, chapter 12: And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of  

the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and 
lose heart. In fact, Paul writes more than once about running 
the race, and I am more than a little curious if he was himself 
a runner, or a fan of the sport. If we compare our journey 
through this life to running a race, it would surely be a long 
distance event, and we would soon learn that we truly do not 
get to choose the course we will run. That is up to the 
undeniable will of God. I have found, as an occasional runner, 
that there are many similarities to long distance running and 
following the Will of God for our lives. Both require 
preparation, and perseverance, and dedication to keep going, 
even when we are exhausted and have nothing left. Both are 
activities that can become a daily priority in our life, and can 
be shared with others, and we can run together and 
encourage each other to keep going when we are tempted to 
give up. And the pursuit of God’s Will for our lives will not 
necessarily have an earthly destination, but it will instead 
change our entire destiny, and in the process, it will change 
us for the better as well. But the most important thing to 
remember as we run the good race for God, is that it is not a 
competition, the goal is not to win the race. The object of the 
human race in Christ, is to finish the race, and to help as 
many others as possible finish their race as well. Although 
none of us can run the race for anyone else, we can take 
comfort in knowing that Jesus has already crossed the finish 
line, and he will carry us across if that is what it takes for us to 
finish. Everyone has their own style of running, and there are 
many ways to run, some more stylish than others, and we 
could choose to run our own race in life instead of the one 
God places before us. In the end, there are really only two 
ways to run; away from God, or into His waiting arms at the 
finish line. The one way will lead us in circles, but choosing 
the more excellent way of a life in Christ will make all the 
effort and perseverance worth it. The way you run will make 

all the difference.                           Pastor Rick 

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS                                                
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

     SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

  
   SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
HOLY COMMUNION AND 

Potluck Luncheon       
        

     SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

   
    SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD   

    10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
   

   SUNDAY, AUGUST 30TH   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

(LIVE Services require social distancing 
guidelines to be followed by all) 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
  
Rick Phillips                6th 
Dan Moulds                12th 
John Houck                13th  
Barbara Clark             14th  
Jeri Moulds                23rd 
Dian Barreras             23rd  
Conner Rogers            30th  

Have a fun-filled day and  
a blessed year! 

 
     AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

     
     Scott and Terri Moore  
            August 5th      
      Congratulations! 

 
NEXT CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

AUGUST 9TH  DEPENDENT UPON 
CURRENT RESTRICTIONS ON 

GATHERINGS. COME SHARE IN 
THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

AUGUST IMPORTANT DATES 

1st - National Mountain Climbing Day 
2nd - International Forgiveness Day 
2nd - Friendship Day 
7th - National Lighthouse Day 
8th - National Clown Day 
9th - Communion Sunday 
9th- Potluck Sunday 
9th- Book Lover’s Day 
13th - Left Hander’s Day 
14th - V-J Day WWII Ends 
19th - Aviation Day 
21st - Senior Citizen’s Day 
22nd- Be an Angel Day 
26th - Women’s Equality Day 
27th - Global Forgiveness Day 
29th - International Bacon Day 

31st - National Eat Outside Day 
 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, August 28th, 
 at 11:30 A.M. restrictions 

permitting. The location will be 
decided upon and announced 

as soon as determined.  
Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters -JUNE 2020 

Beginning Balance -$  35,791.39 
Expenses -                $   5,892.03  
Income -                  $   3,074.00 
Ending Balance -     $  32,973.34 

  
“We gain strength, 
and courage, and 

confidence by each 
experience in which 

we really stop to look 
fear in the face…we 
must do that which 

we think we cannot.” 
          Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Just A Few Drops 
Author Unknown 

It was one of the hottest days of the dry season. We had not 
seen rain in almost a month. The crops were dying. Cows 
had stopped giving milk. The creeks and streams were long 
gone back into the earth. It was a dry season that would 
bankrupt several farmers before it was through. Every day, 
my husband and his brothers would go about the arduous 
process of trying to get water to the fields. Lately this 
process had involved taking a truck to the local water 
rendering plant and filling it up with water. But severe 
rationing had cut everyone off. If we didn't see some rain 
soon... we would lose everything.  
      It was on this day that I learned the true lesson of 
sharing and witnessed the only miracle I have seen with my 
own eyes. I was in the kitchen making lunch for my husband 
and his brothers when I saw my six-year old son, Billy, 
walking toward the woods. He wasn't walking with the usual 
carefree abandon of a youth but with a serious purpose. I 
could only see his back. He was obviously walking with a 
great effort...trying to be as still as possible. 
       Minutes after he disappeared into the woods, he came 
running out again, toward the house. I went back to making 
sandwiches, thinking that whatever task he had been doing 
was completed. Moments later, however, he was once again 
walking in that slow purposeful stride toward the woods. 
This activity went on for an hour. He would walk carefully to 
the woods, run back to the house. Finally I couldn't take it 
any longer and I crept out of the house and followed him on 
his journey (being very careful not to be seen...as he was 
obviously doing important work and didn't need his Mommy 
checking up on him). 
       He was cupping both hands in front of him as he 
walked, being very careful not to spill the water he held in 
them...maybe two or three tablespoons were held in his tiny 
hands. I sneaked close as he went into the woods. Branches 
and thorns slapped his little face but he did not try to avoid 
them. He had a much higher purpose. As I leaned in to spy 
on him, I saw the most amazing site. Several large deer 
loomed in front of him. Billy walked right up to them. I 
almost screamed for him to get away. A huge buck with 
elaborate antlers was dangerously close. But the buck did 
not threaten him...he didn't even move as Billy knelt down. 
And I saw a tiny fawn laying on the ground, obviously 
suffering from dehydration and heat exhaustion, lift its head 
with great effort to lap up the water cupped in my beautiful 
boy's hand.  
      When the water was gone, Billy jumped up to run back to 
the house and I hid behind a tree. I followed him back to the 
house, to a spigot that we had shut off the water to. Billy 
opened it all the way up and a small trickle began to creep    

out. He knelt there, letting the drip, drip slowly fill up 
his makeshift "cup," as the sun beat down on his 
little back. And it came clear to me. The trouble he 
had gotten into for playing with the hose the week 
before. The lecture he had received about the 
importance of not wasting water. The reason he didn't 
ask me to help him. 
      It took almost twenty minutes for the drops to fill 
his hands. When he stood up and began the trek 
back, I was there in front of him. His little eyes just 
filled with tears. "I'm not wasting," was all he said. 
      As he began his walk, I joined him...with a small 
pot of water from the kitchen. I let him tend to the 
fawn. I stayed away. It was his job. 
      I stood on the edge of the woods watching the 
most beautiful heart I have ever known working so 
hard to save another life. As the tears that rolled 
down my face began to hit the ground, they were 
suddenly joined by other drops...and more 
drops...and more. I looked up at the sky. It was as if 
God, himself, was weeping with pride. 
        Some will probably say that this was all just a 
huge coincidence. That miracles don't really exist. 
That it was bound to rain sometime. And I can't argue 
with that...I'm not going to try. All I can say is that the 
rain that came that day saved our farm...just like the 
actions of one little boy saved another. 
      I don't know if anyone will read this...but I had to 
send it.... To honor the memory of my beautiful Billy, 
who was taken from me much too soon.... but not 
before showing me the true face of God, in a little 
sunburned body. 

Pastor Rick’s Vacation –  
Pastor Rick will be at his family reunion from 
August 1st to August 8th. Bruce Sykes will be 
preaching on August 2nd, and we will have 
Holy Communion on August 9th  when Pastor 
Rick returns as well as our Potluck Luncheon 
for August.  

“The Christian life is not a constant high. 
I have my moments of deep 

discouragement. I have to go to God in 
prayer with tears in my eyes and say, ‘O 

God, forgive me,’ or ‘Help me.” 
Billy Graham 
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REMINDER                               
Newsletter items need to be to 

Pastor Rick by AUGUST 22,   
for the SEPTEMBER Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can or non-perishable food item 

 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 
am. We are helping them sort and date the various food 
donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them 
again Tuesday, August 11TH. 

Happy Belated Easter!  
Due to the continued increases in the spreading of the Corona Virus in 
Florida and elsewhere, we are putting our plans of a belated Easter 
Service on hold until the conditions become safer for a larger gathering 
to take place. We still carry the spirit of Easter in our hearts and celebrate 
every day as a day of ressurection in Christ Jesus our Lord!  

Church Re-Opening -  We have resumed our 10 am Sunday Worship 
Services in person, and it is great to be able to meet and pray and 
worship together again! We will continue to meet and to observe any of 
the guidelines for gathering as a group to worship together that may be in 
place. We will continue to offer an on-line worship service for those who 
may not feel ready to return to our in-person style of worship. Please 
check the website, our face book page or call or e-mail us for the most up 
to date information on the continuing phases of our  church re-opening. 
 

Thank you for your support!   I just want to take a moment to 
thank all of you once again for your support to the church in these 
challenging times. Your generosity in getting your tithes and offerings to 
us by mail or other means has been inspiring and heartwarming. Please 
let us know if any of you are in need of any kind of help from the church. I 
want you to know that I am here for you, and praying for you every day, 
and may God bless you greatly for your faithfulness!  - Pastor Rick 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


