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In Dependence  
     As we move into the month of July we prepare to celebrate our 
country’s Independence Day on the Fourth of July. Back in the year 
1776, at the same time our independence as a nation was finally 
assured, the destiny of the Methodist Faith was still in a battle of its 
own. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Movement, had left his 
growing ministries in America during the outbreak of the war, both for 
his own safety as a British citizen, and because of his family ties in 
England. Wesley understood the need for religious freedom as he had 
long fought for reform in the English Anglican Church, and then for the 
right to worship in the new tradition of Methodism that had its birth in 
England, and then spread across the ocean to the colonies of the New 
World. Wesley was torn between his own patriotism for his home 
country, and his God given call to the growing Methodist Faith, and he 
remained in contact with the newly appointed Bishops in America as 
well as possible amidst the strain of war. I think Wesley understood that 
the freedom of the bond of believers in Christ is a higher calling than 
allegiance to any worldly government of any country, and both Wesley 
and the many Methodists still in England felt a deep connection and 
shared suffering with the Methodists in America.  Maybe it is something 
instinctual in us as humans, a by-product of our God-given free will, but 
it is undeniable that we have a deep-rooted need for freedom, and 
independence. But to be completely independent, not relying on anyone 
or anything besides ourselves and our own thoughts is a recipe for 
isolation and loneliness, and this goes against our equally strong social 
need for the company of others. I think that we sometimes 
misunderstand the relationship between freedom and independence, 
and we can end up mistaking the two things as being the same, but 
they are not. The Bible has some interesting things to say on the 
subject of freedom and dependence. In the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 
6, verse 24:  “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate 
the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” These 
words of Jesus suggest to us that we should not allow money or 
material things of this world be our master, and He specifically states 
that we cannot serve both God and money, with the not so hidden 
meaning that we should serve God alone, and make him the only ruler 
of our life. If we submit to this suggestion, we no longer have 
independence, but we are now living in dependence on the will and  

 
guidance of our Creator. And it is within our dependence upon 
God’s will for our lives that we will find true freedom from the most 
eternally oppressive control of our own sinful state. God will never 
take away our free will, and he would never want us to come to Him 
under any other means or motivations, and although we are free to 
do anything we want to, we have to also consider the good or the 
harm that may come from our actions. The Apostle Paul writes 
about this in the First letter to the Corinthian Church, chapter 10, 
verses 23 and 24: “I have the right to do anything,” you say—
but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do 
anything”—but not everything is constructive.  No one should 
seek their own good, but the good of others.”  To pursue 
aspirations to be truly independent in this life could be viewed as a 
highly selfish act in the light of the way Jesus lived and taught.  I 
believe that we are not meant to rule over any other person, and 
that no group of people should ever be forcibly governed against 
their will, but only through their willing submission to the ideals and 
the precepts that they have collectively put their trust in. As a 
Christian, and as an American, and as a Methodist believer in God, 
I pledge the allegiance of my free will to Our God in Heaven above 
all, and celebrate my dependence upon God for my life’s breath 
and my daily bread, and I eternally thank Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ for paying the price for our independence from the 
debt of sin, and giving us the gift of true freedom for all eternity. 
There is one thing we each must do independently, and that is to 
accept Jesus as our Savior and Lord of our lives. And then together 
we can, as the Body of Christ, dedicate ourselves to living in 
dependence of His Divine love and His teachings to the best of our 
human abilities. God’s Love and Forgiveness are the only true 
freedoms that we will ever find in this life, and true strength is never 
found in each of us acting independently for our own agendas and 
purposes. The true power to change the world is found in each of 
us independently choosing to live in dependence upon God, and in 
dependence on each other. This is the true power of the Body of 
Christ made up of all believers everywhere, willing to freely choose 
to give up a part of themselves to something greater than 
themselves. Together, as one in Christ, we are The Church, joyfully 
living in dependence on God!                                                                     

                              Pastor Rick  

                      RICK’S REVELATIONS                 
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

     
 SUNDAY, JULY 5TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
 HOLY COMMUNION 

    
      SUNDAY, JULY 12TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

Potluck Luncheon       
        

      SUNDAY, JULY19TH   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

   
    SUNDAY, JULY 26TH   

    10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
 

(LIVE Services require social distancing 
guidelines to be followed by all) 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 
Dylan Wilson                   7th 
Bruce Sykes                   16th  
Mark Johnson                 21st  
Carol Wright                  25th  
Kathy Suarez                  29th  
Patricia McGuirt             31st  

 
        JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 
Mark and Marianne Johnson 

July 4th  
Jim and Eileen Ruscavich 

July 16th 
 Jim and Ann Marie Fulton 

July 20th  
 

Congratulations! 

 
NEXT CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

JULY 12TH  DEPENDENT UPON 
CURRENT RESTRICTIONS ON 

GATHERINGS. COME SHARE IN 
THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

JULY IMPORTANT DATES 

1st - Canada Day  
1st - National Postal Worker Day  
4th - Independence Day  
4th - National Country Music Day  
6th- National Fried Chicken Day  
11th - Cheer Up The Lonely Day  
13th - Barbershop Music  Day  
14th- Shark Awareness Day  
15th- National Hot Dog Day  
20th- Moon Day  
21st- Pot-Luck Luncheon  
21st- National Ice Cream Soda Day  
22nd- Hammock Day  
24th - Amelia Earhart Day 
25th - National Day of The Cowboy  
26th-  Parent’s Day 
29th - National Lasagna Day  
30th - International Day of Friendship 
 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, JULY 24th, 
 at 11:30 A.M. restrictions 

permitting. The location will be 
decided upon and announced 

as soon as determined.  
Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters -May. 2020 

Beginning Balance -$  36,480.76 
Expenses -                $   3,655.37  
Income -                  $   2,966.00 
Ending Balance -     $  35,791.39 
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If I Had My Life To Live Over                                                           
by Erma Bombeck 
If I Had My Life To Live Over....... 
I would have talked less and listened more. 
 
I would have invited friends over to dinner even if the carpet was 
stained and the sofa faded. 
 
I would have eaten the popcorn in the 'good' living room and 
worried much less about the dirt when someone wanted to light a 
fire in the fireplace. 
 
I would have taken the time to listen to my grandfather ramble 
about his youth. 
 
I would never have insisted the car windows be rolled up on a 
summer day because my hair had just been teased and sprayed. 
 
I would have burned the pink candle sculpted like a rose before it 
melted in storage. 
 
I would have sat on the lawn with my children and not worried 
about grass stains. 
 
I would have cried and laughed less while watching television 
and more while watching life. 
 
I would have shared more of the responsibility carried by my 
husband. 
 
I would have gone to bed when I was sick instead of pretending 
the earth would go into a holding pattern if I weren't there for the 
day. 
 
I would never have bought anything just because it was practical, 
wouldn't show soil or was guaranteed to last a lifetime. 
 
Instead of wishing away nine months of pregnancy,I'd have 
cherished every moment and realized that the wonderment 
growing inside me was the only chance in life to assist God in a 
miracle. 
 
When my kids kissed me impetuously, I would never have said, 
"Later. Now go get washed up for dinner." 
 
There would have been more "I love you's".. more "I'm sorry's" 
But mostly, given another shot at life, I would seize every 
minute...look at it and really see it... live it...and never give it 
back. 
 

QUESTIONS 
 
I asked God to take away my pain. God said, No. It is 
not for me to take away, but for you to give it up. 
 
I asked God to make my handicapped child whole. 
God said, No. Her spirit was whole, her body was 
only temporary. 
 
I asked God to grant me patience. God said, No. 
Patience is a by-product of tribulations. It isn't 
granted, it is earned. 
 
I asked God to give me happiness. God said, No. I 
give you blessings. Happiness is up to you. 
 
I asked God to spare me pain. God said, No. Suffering 
draws you apart from worldly cares and brings you 
closer to me. 
 
I asked God to make my spirit grow. God said, No. 
You must grow on your own, but I will prune you to 
make you fruitful. 
 
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life. God said, 
No. I will give you life so that you may enjoy all 
things. 
 
I asked God to help me LOVE others, as much as he 
loves me.  
God said... Ahhhh, finally you have the idea. 

Priceless Yard Sale -  
Our Spring Yard Sale was postponed for a few 
months but we finally were able to bless our 
neighbors with lots of second hand treasures and 
good food! Our “priceless” Yard sale had no prices 
for the items and we accepted any reasonable offer or 
donation with the motto “Take what you need, and 
give what you can!” Our goal was to be a blessing to 
our community at a time when it is greatly needed, all 
in the name of the Love of God. The yard sale was a 
great success in every way possible, and we were 
blessed with good weather and good spirits 
throughout the sale. God also blessed our efforts to 
help our neighbors as we raised well over $3000 to 
help with the ministry and maintenance needs of the 
Church. A big thank you to all who worked so hard to 
make the sale such a huge success and blessing in 
so many ways! 
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REMINDER 
Newsletter items need to be to 

Pastor Rick by JULY 22,   
for the AUGUST Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can or non-perishable food item 

 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 
am. We are helping them sort and date the various food 
donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them 
again Tuesday, July 14TH. 

Happy Belated Easter!  
I know we were all disappointed that we were not able to celebrate Easter 
together in our usual manner due to the corona virus concerns. We are 
going to schedule a special worship service sometime later this summer 
whenever it is safer to gather together to worship and fellowship. We will 
have a free breakfast and a special Easter Themed service and an Easter 
egg hunt and fun for the kids! More information to come as our plans 
start to come together.  

Church Re-Opening -  We resumed our 10 am Sunday Worship 
Services in person on June 21st, Father‘s Day, and it was great to be able 
to meet and pray and worship together again! We will continue to meet 
and to observe any of the guidelines for gathering as a group to worship 
together that may be in place. We will continue to offer an on-line worship 
service for those who may not feel ready to return to our in-person style 
of worship. Please check the website, our face book page or call or e-mail 
us for the most up to date information on the continuing phases of our  
church re-opening. 
 

 

Thank you for your support!   I just want to take a moment to 
thank all of you once again for your support to the church in these 
challenging times. Your generosity in getting your tithes and offerings to 
us by mail or other means has been inspiring and heartwarming. Please 
let us know if any of you are in need of any kind of help from the church. I 
want you to know that I am here for you, and praying for you every day, 
and may God bless you greatly for your faithfulness!  - Pastor Rick 



 

 

                                 
 
 
 


