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                        RICK’S REVELATIONS  

 

   And The Poor Get Richer 
      The people of Israel had been given ten rules to live by, the 
Ten Commandments, delivered to them by Moses, inscribed on 
tablets of stone, etched by the very hand of God. For centuries 
they tried to live by their own interpretations of God’s 
commandments, and by the time Jesus arrived on the earth and 
began his Divine ministry, the people were divided by their different 
beliefs on the intent and the content of God’s word to them. As a 
result, they had drifted far from the original spirit of God’s guidance 
to them. When Jesus came to preach the truth of God’s 
commandments, he first assured the people of Israel that he had 
not come to change or throw away even one letter from God’s Law, 
and then he began to teach them a new and higher meaning for 
the commandments, and he added to the original ten 
commandments two new ones upon which all of the laws of God 
would be subject to: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prophets.” Matthew 22: 37-40  
        Jesus went on to expand and give concrete examples of how 
to apply these new commandments to daily life in his sermon on 
the mount from the gospel of Matthew in chapter 5. One of these 
examples had to do with ministry to the poor, as the Jewish 
Temple society of the day viewed the materially rich persons as 
being blessed by God for their “Holiness”, and the poor as being 
deprived of wealth as punishment for their sins.  Jesus himself was 
among the poor, as far as the riches of the world, and he reminded 
the leaders of the temple what they had conveniently forgotten 
from the scriptures they supposedly lived by, like this one from 
Deuteronomy 15:11: “There will always be poor people in the 
land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your 
fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land.”  Jesus 
then taught them a new way of thinking about the poor when he 
preached the famous sermon on the mount, from Matthew 5 verse 
3: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 

Heaven.” This was a tough one for the rich and proud leaders of 
the Temple to swallow. If being poor was truly a sign of God’s 
refusal to bless someone because of their lack of faith, then how 
could the poor inherit the riches of the Kingdom of God? A rich 
faith in God will not necessarily be reflected in a person’s material 
wealth or well being, and the temporary riches of this earthly 
existence are nothing in comparison to the eternal treasures stored 
up for us in Heaven.  
      So what did Jesus mean by blessed are the “poor in Spirit”? It 
has always been a little confusing to me, and I started to research 
it and found that my initial impression of the phrase, which I took to 
mean someone who lacked faith, was not really what Jesus meant 
at all. In our encounters with the many different people we meet in 
this life, we may find that there is an underlying “Spirit” that might 
best describe that person’s demeanor. Some might display a 
temperament that we could call “a loving spirit”, others might be 
described as having “an adventurous spirit”, and others a 
“generous spirit” and all of these “spirits” would guide their daily 
actions towards others. When someone is “poor in spirit”, it simply 
means that they think and act in the humble and grateful manner of 
a person who has little, and depends upon the kindness and 
graciousness of others, and that they do not think of themselves 
more highly than anyone else, no matter how much they may be 
blessed with worldly wealth or influence. When someone is “poor in 
spirit”, they have a full understanding of the fact that all we have in 
this life has been given to us by God, and that the important things 
are not our possessions of here and now, but the treasures of 
God’s Kingdom to come. The “poor in spirit” are content with 
whatever God provides to them, their daily bread, and they never 
feel “entitled” to anything more than what God gives to them. One 
could say that it is our possessions of this material world that blind 
us to the wealth of God’s Kingdom, and so the more we allow 
ourselves to become poor in spirit, the more clearly we will see 
God’s true blessings. We are all spiritual beggars in need of God’s 
grace, which we do not deserve, and cannot earn. As we think and 
act as one who is “poor in spirit”, we can reveal the true riches of 

God’s love to a world in need!                         Pastor Rick                                                                                                                
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

      
   SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 
HOLY COMMUNION  

  
   SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

Potluck Luncheon       
        

     SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18TH   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

   
    SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH   
    10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

   
(LIVE Services require social distancing 

guidelines to be followed by all) 

         OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Mary Lu Barny              1st 
Teri Moore                    1st 
Scott Moore                  4th 
Isabella Wilson            11th 
Arthur Rogers              14th 
John Durbin                 16th 
Whitney Braun             16th 
Bowie McCoy               21st 
Martie Allen                 22nd 
Ray Cowen                  25th 
Elenah Benitez            30th 
        Have a fun-filled day 
        and a blessed year! 
    

       OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES  

        Dan & Jeri Moulds 
          October 15th! 
   Guido & Audrey Montella 
           October 29th! 
          Congratulations! 

 
NEXT CHURCH POT LUCK  

LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   
OCTOBER 11TH  DEPENDENT 

UPON CURRENT RESTRICTIONS 
ON GATHERINGS. COME SHARE 
IN THE FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

     OCTOBER IMPORTANT DATES 
1st - World Vegetarian Day 
1st - International Coffee Day 
4th - World Communion Sunday 
4th - National Golf Day 
5th - World Teacher’s Day 
6th - Physician’s Assistant’s Day 
9th - Fire Prevention Day 
11th- Potluck Sunday 
12th - Columbus Day 
16th - Boss’s Day 
17th - National Pasta Day 
17th - Sweetest Day 
24th - United Nations Day 
25th - Reformation Sunday 
27th - Navy Day 
27th - Reformation Sunday 
27th - Mother-in-Law Day 
30TH & 31ST -  Church Yard Sale 8-2 
31st - Halloween  

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, October 23RD, 
 at 11:30 A.M. restrictions 

permitting. The location will be 
decided upon and announced 

as soon as determined.  
Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters  AUGUST 2020 

Beginning Balance -$  32,189.79 
Expenses -                $   6,405.52  
Income -                  $   4,800.00 
Ending Balance -     $  30,584.27 

“Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can.” 
        ― John Wesley 
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The Joy of The Lord! 
"The Late Show" host Stephen Colbert is more than just a comedian and television star. He’s also 
a devout Christian. But that wasn’t always the case. Stephen Colbert grew up in a Catholic home. 
When Stephen was just 10 years old he faced the tragedy of a lifetime. His father and two of his 
brothers were killed in a plane crash. While riding home from the funeral and feeling like the whole 
world had come crashing down on them, Stephen's sister cracked a joke that had another sibling 
rolling on the floor laughing. She wasn't crying tears of sadness, but tears of laughter and joy. That 
was a defining moment for Stephen, he remembers, "That's when I said, ‘I want to do that!'" 
Stephen wanted to give people the gift of laughter to help lift their spirits in the heaviest times. He 
believes that "humor is an antidote to fear and a sign of joy." Stephen is sure of his calling: "Joy is 
the most infallible sign of the presence of God. And that's how I can mix faith with what I do 
for a living." However, at some point as a young man, he became convinced what he’d grown up 
believing wasn’t true. “I had lost my faith in God, to my own great grief,” Stephen Colbert said. 
Stephen became an atheist. But even when we give up on God, He never gives up on us! At 22 
years old, a stranger approached Stephen on a cold day in Chicago. The man handed Stephen 
Colbert a small, green Gideons New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs. “The Bible must have 
been humid and then brought out into the cold because it was frozen,” Stephen recalled. What the 
stranger didn’t know was that Stephen was battling anxiety that day. And after taking the frozen 
pocket Bible, Stephen snapped it open to the glossary and turned to the first verse on dealing with 
anxiety. "It was Matthew, chapter 5. It was the Sermon, ‘And so I say to you, do not worry, for who 
among you by worrying can change a single hair on his head or add a cubit to the span of his life?' 
And I was absolutely, immediately lightened," Stephen Colbert recalled. He goes on to explain 
how this was the first time he truly understood the meaning of the phrase, “It spoke to me.” Jesus’ 
words from the Sermon on the Mount jumped off the page at the young atheist and transformed 
his heart. "My life has never been the same," he said. 

 
Credit: Her View From Home/Stacey Philpot 

                                                                                                    “I tell you, whoever  
                                                                                                publically acknowledges me 
                                                                                           before others, the Son of Man 
                                                                                                  will also acknowledge 
                                                                                                before the Angels of God” 
                                                                                                                    Luke 12:8  
                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                      
When a friend urgently texted Florida mom Stacey Philpot about a Facebook post she just had to 
see, she wasn't sure what to expect. The post showed a teenaged boy standing alone at the 
flagpole and it seemed as if everyone had something to say about him. And that's when it hit 
Stacey - she was looking at her son! As a blogger, Stacey Philpot spends a good amount of time 
online. So, she decided to take a little break from Facebook. But then a friend sent her an urgent 
text about a post Stacey "wouldn't want to miss." The post showed a boy standing alone at the 
flagpole praying as part of See You At The Pole Day. This yearly event encourages students 
everywhere to gather at their school's flagpole to pray for their school, friends, families, churches, 
and communities. Usually the event draws a crowd. But at Minneola High School, only one young 
man turned up. The brave boy stood all alone, praying by himself. 
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REMINDER                               
Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by OCTOBER 22,   

for the NOVEMBER Newsletter.   
Call 813-659-3718 or  

e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
I CAN, YOU CAN 

On the First Sunday of the month, 
Communion Sunday, please bring a 

can or non-perishable food item 
 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 9-11 
am. We are helping them sort and date the various food 
donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them 
again Tuesday, October 13TH. 

Charge Conference 2020 -  
Our District is requiring that all Charge Conferences will be held 
virtually instead of in person this year due to the Covid virus. The 
conference will be held online through the “Zoom” application, 
and anyone interested in joining the Zoom conference must 
register with the church to be included. Our virtual conference 
will take place on October 11th at 1:30 PM. Please let pastor Rick 
know if you would like to take part and we will make the 
necessary arrangements.  

Church Re-Opening -  We have resumed our 10 am Sunday Worship 
Services in person, and it is great to be able to meet and pray and 
worship together again! We will continue to meet and to observe any of 
the guidelines for gathering as a group to worship together that may be in 
place. We will continue to offer an on-line worship service for those who 
may not feel ready to return to our in-person style of worship. Please 
check the website, our face book page or call or e-mail us for the most up 
to date information on the continuing phases of our church re-opening. 

Thank you for your support!   I just want to take a moment to 
thank all of you once again for your support to the church in these 
challenging times. Your generosity in getting your tithes and offerings to 
us by mail or other means has been inspiring and heartwarming. Please 
let us know if any of you are in need of any kind of help from the church. I 
want you to know that I am here for you, and praying for you every day, 
and may God bless you greatly for your faithfulness!  - Pastor Rick 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


