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      RICK’S REVELATIONS       HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 
The Lost and Found        I think we have all had a moment 

where we laid something down, just for a second, and then forgot 
that we had placed it there, and then hours later and miles away, 
we realized that we had left it behind, where we had momentarily 
put it. It could have been anything from a cell-phone, to a wallet or 
a purse, or a hat or a sweater, and we may have left it in a church 
pew, on a store counter, at work, or on a bus. And now, our 
something, is officially lost. But there is still hope! There are these 
mysterious areas where lost things are placed sometimes. It might 
be a desk drawer, or a box, or a shelf reserved for these wayward 
left behind orphans, and it gives us one last glimmer of hope that 
maybe our item has been turned in by a benevolent soul and now 
is waiting for us to find and claim it, like a lost puppy at the pound.  
      It brings to mind the words to the great song of faith, “Amazing 
Grace”: “I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I 
see”.  And every time I sing that song it feels slightly different than 
the last time, as I find myself drifting between the realm of the 
“Lost” and the “Found” at any given point in my Spiritual journey. It 
is a daily battle for the sovereignty over our souls, and a constant 
awakening of our day-dreaming spirits. I believe that God is always 
trying to lead us from a state of being lost, into a state of being 
found in Him, and it seems to be much easier to become lost than 
it is to be found. God treasures each of us beyond measure and as 
scripture tells us in Luke 15:7: “I tell you that there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”  The sobering 
thought for us is that in this life here on earth, in our sinful human 
state, we will never be completely found, as we will have moments 
where we find ourselves led astray by temptation to sin. But our 
consolation is that even in our “lost” and fallen condition, we are 
found by the sure salvation of Christ on the cross, and we always 
have the sure hope of one day being completely found blameless 
and innocent through God’s amazing Grace.  
     Our mission then, is to help those lost souls who have not yet 
been found to discover the hope and grace that ignites a new life in 
all of us in Christ. And even though we may be able to introduce a 

person to our Savior and Lord and to encourage them in their faith, 
it is still solely between them and Jesus as far as their full 
acceptance of Him, and the sure salvation of their soul. We cannot 
ever be the judge of when, or how, or even if that sacred bond has 
taken place in someone else’s heart, and we should never 
presume to judge someone as “saved” or not. There is a story of 
Martin Luther, as a young priest over the church in Wittenburg, and 
he is presented with a situation where a young man has committed 
suicide. His family is distraught and hurt by the belief at the time 
that someone who has taken their own life could not be buried in 
the sacred ground of the Church cemetery because their soul was 
lost. Luther refused to pass judgment as to the question of whether 
the boy was “saved” or not, and as he dug the grave himself in that 
“holy” ground, he taught that it is not ours to judge another’s 
salvation, but God alone can make that call.  
      Heaven might be considered in some simplified way to be a 
lost and found for souls, and we who are left here surviving the 
loss of loved ones can take solace in the thought that they are safe 
in God’s eternal care. Who might we find there in the lost and 
found in Heaven? There may be many whom we expected to find 
there, those who showed all the outward signs of the inward grace 
of Christ dwelling within them. There may also be many we thought 
were lost forever. Those whose relationship with Christ seemed 
shaky, and who seemed to be lost more than found in their life on 
earth. There just might be someone who committed suicide, and 
then, in those twilight moments just after death paralyzes all signs 
of life, when the mind is still aware even though it makes no waves. 
Perhaps then that person met God face to face, perhaps God took 
them in his arms and said: “I always knew your heart was able to 
believe, but for some, like Thomas, they need to see and  touch to 
believe.”  And then the form of Jesus suddenly appears, nail -
scarred hands spread wide and open, revealing and offering one 
last chance to accept the love of Christ. Only now with a clear and 
unobstructed view of life, death, and eternity that they never could 
see before with clouded human vision.  We are all lost, but we are 
never beyond the reach of God’s Grace in Christ. We are never too 
lost to be found by our loving God.            Pastor Rick                                                                                    
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

      
   SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

HOLY COMMUNION  
  

   SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

Harvest Home Potluck Luncheon      
        

     SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

   
    SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND   
    10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH                           
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

   CHILDREN’S HOME SUNDAY 
  (LIVE Services require social distancing 

guidelines to be followed by all) 

         NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Claudette Waddell       18th 
Betty Fletcher            21st 
Donna Hess                23rd 
David Brewster           25th 
Jan Stevens                27th 
 
       Have a fun-filled day 
        and a blessed year! 
 
  NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

     Watson and Marianne 
             Carpenter 
         November 12TH! 
       Congratulations! 

 
CHURCH HARVEST HOME 

Thanksgiving Theme 
 POT LUCK  LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

NOVEMBER 8TH !  
COME SHARE IN THE 

FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE SERVICE! 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS AS WE COME 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST! 
  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

      NOVEMBER IMPORTANT DATES 
(November is Native American 

Heritage Month) 
1st - All Saints Day/Communion Sunday 
1ST  - Daylight Savings Time Ends 
3RD  - U.S. General Election Day - VOTE! 
8th- Harvest Home/Potluck Sunday 
10th - US Marine Corps Birthday 
11th- Veterans Day 
13th- Caregiver Appreciation Day 
14th - World Diabetes Day 
16th- International Tolerance Day 
17th - World Peace Day 
19TH  - Great American Smokeout 
20th - Universal Children’s Day 
21ST  - National Adoption Day 
22ND  - Christ the King Sunday 
26th - Happy Thanksgiving Day! 
27th - Black Friday 
29TH - Advent Begins 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, November 20TH, 
 at 11:30 A.M. restrictions 

permitting. The location will be 
decided upon and announced 

as soon as determined.  
Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters  SEPT. 2020 

Beginning Balance -$  30,584.27 
Expenses -                $   4,115.87  
Income -                  $   4097.62 
Ending Balance -     $  30,566.02 

                       John Wesley 
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-   Author Unknown 

      Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same hospital room. One man was allowed to sit up in his bed for an hour 
each afternoon to help drain the fluid from his lungs. His bed was next to the room's only window. The other man had to 
spend all his time flat on his back. The men talked for hours on end. They spoke of their wives and families, their 
homes, their jobs, their involvement in the military service, where they had been on vacation. And every afternoon when 
the man in the bed by the window could sit up, he would pass the time by describing to his roommate all the things he 
could see outside the window. The man in the other bed began to live for those one-hour periods where his world would 
be broadened and enlivened by all the activity and color of the world outside. 
      The window overlooked a park with a lovely lake. Ducks and swans played on the water while children sailed their 
model boats. Young lovers walked arm in arm amidst flowers of every color of the rainbow. Grand old trees graced the 
landscape, and a fine view of the city skyline could be seen in the distance. As the man by the window described all this 
in exquisite detail, the man on the other side of the room would close his eyes and imagine the picturesque scene. 
         One warm afternoon the man by the window described a parade passing by. Although the other man couldn't hear 
the band - he could see it in his mind's eye as the gentleman by the window portrayed it with descriptive words. 
        Days and weeks passed. One morning, the day nurse arrived to bring water for their baths only to find the lifeless 
body of the man by the window, who had died peacefully in his sleep. She was saddened and called the hospital 
attendants to take the body away. As soon as it seemed appropriate, the other man asked if he could be moved next to 
the window. The nurse was happy to make the switch, and after making sure he was comfortable, she left him alone. 
Slowly, painfully, he propped himself up on one elbow to take his first look at the world outside. Finally, he would have 
the joy of seeing it for himself. He strained to slowly turn to look out the window beside the bed. It faced a blank wall. 
      The man asked the nurse what could have compelled his deceased roommate who had described such wonderful 
things outside this window. The nurse responded that the man was blind and could not even see the wall. She said, 
"Perhaps he just wanted to encourage you." 
         Epilogue. . . .There is tremendous happiness in making others happy, despite our own situations. Shared grief is 
half the sorrow, but happiness when shared, is doubled. If you want to feel rich, just count all of the things you have 
that money can't buy. "Today is a gift, that's why it is called the PRESENT". 
 

The Alphabet Prayer 
        Every child comes with the message that God is not yet discouraged with man. Now the story goes, a little 
shepherd boy was watching his sheep one Sunday morning and he heard the bells of the church ringing. And watching 
the people walk along the pasture where he was, he happened to think to himself, "I would like to communicate with 
God! But, what can I say to God?" 
      He had never learned a prayer. So, on bended knee, he began to recite the alphabet. Repeating this prayer several 
times, a man passing by, heard the boy's voice and peaked through the bushes. He saw the young boy kneeling with 
folded hands, eyes closed, repeating the alphabet. 
       He interrupted the boy. "What are you doing, my little one?" he asked. The boy replied, "I was praying sir." The 
man seemed surprised and said, "But why are you reciting the alphabet?" The boy explained, "I don't know any 
prayers, sir. But I want God to take care of me, and to help me care for my sheep. And so I thought, if I said all I knew, 
He could put the letters together into words, and He would know all that I want and should say!" 
The man smiled and said, "Bless your heart, God will!" And he went on to church knowing full well that he had heard 
the finest sermon he could possibly hear that day. 
          Maybe if we thought like little children and let God put together the letters, what we should want, and what we 
should say, things would probably work out a lot better than we planned!!!       -      Author Unknown 
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REMINDER                               
Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by NOVEMBER 22,   
for the DECEMBER Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can or non-perishable food item 

 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 10:30- 
Noon. We are helping them sort and date the various food 
donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be helping them 
again Tuesday, November 10TH. 

Advent Bible Study -  
We are holding a new and special Advent and Christmas Bible 
Study class on Wednesday Mornings at 10:30 a.m. beginning on 
December 2nd. Everyone is invited to come and share in this 
inspirational journey through the Advent Season as we celebrate 
the birth of our Savior as told in the Scriptures. We will be using 
a special Advent Devotional published by the Upper Room and 
we have plenty of them available for use. Please come and join 
us as we celebrate our Savior’s birth in Bethlehem this Advent!    

Church Re-Opening -  We have resumed our 10 am Sunday Worship 
Services in person, and it is great to be able to meet and pray and 
worship together again! We will continue to meet and to observe any of 
the guidelines for gathering as a group to worship together that may be in 
place. We will continue to offer an on-line worship service for those who 
may not feel ready to return to our in-person style of worship. Please 
check the website, our face book page or call or e-mail us for the most up 
to date information on the continuing phases of our church re-opening. 

Thank you for your support!   I just want to take a moment to 
thank all of you once again for your support to the church in these 
challenging times. Your generosity in getting your tithes and offerings to 
us by mail or other means has been inspiring and heartwarming. Please 
let us know if any of you are in need of any kind of help from the church. I 
want you to know that I am here for you, and praying for you every day, 
and may God bless you greatly for your faithfulness!  - Pastor Rick 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


