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     RICK’S REVELATIONS            MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Counting Stars 
     Maybe you have had a close encounter of the celestial kind, 
one of those moonless nights that is deep and dark and so 
crystal clear that you feel like you can see forever.  And each 
star shines like a diamond under a bright light, and the layers 
of these thousands of points of light seem to stretch from one 
horizon to the other,  surrounding us by a dome of wonder 
that is mesmerizing and makes a person feel very small and 
insignificant in the vastness of the universe. A person could 
also be overwhelmed by the sense that we are not alone, as 
our planet earth silently hurtles through the darkness of 
space.  
       In the Bible, the stars are mentioned often, and in Genesis 
22:17 God assures Abraham that one day his descendants will 
be as numerous as the stars in the heavens, or the grains of 
sand on the shore. The astounding fact that we now know 
from modern science is that there are actually five times more 
stars in the universe than there are grains of sand on all the 
beaches on earth combined. Think about that the next time 
you come home from the beach and are vacuuming out your 
car. In Genesis we also are told that God placed the stars in 
the sky and also that he named them all. God had to get pretty 
creative coming up with that many different names!  
     The season of Advent is upon us, and it is a season that 
tells the story of the birth of Christ, and the stars that God 
placed in the sky, and the planets He created and set into 
motion tell a story that was written in the night sky above 
Joseph and Mary, and the Magi who followed the star to find 
the new-born King of Creation in the little town of Bethlehem. 
We have all heard a version of the mystical and spiritual Star 
that traveled and made movements in the sky, and even 
stopped for a night, and as miraculous as it all is, it was all set 
into motion by God when he placed the Sun, Moon, and stars 
in their places in the sky at the beginning of creation. We all 
might have our own theories on just what the star of 
Bethlehem might have been, and for a long time, I just chalked 
it up to being a spiritual Light, and not a true star.  
        There is a very well researched and presented study that 

was conducted a few years ago by a man named Rick Larson, 
and he was driven by curiosity to rewind the movements of 
the planets and the placement of the stars all the way back to 
the time that Jesus was born, using a program designed 
by NASA, and using scriptural and historical accounts to  
gain clues to this mystery of the Advent of Christ. You can 
find out more about Mr. Larson’s complete adventure of 
discovery at Bethlehemstar.net, but what is most astonishing 
is how God used the stars and planets, and their positions and 
movements around each other to create a phenomenon that 
caught the attention of many who were alive on the night that 
our Savior was born. In an event never seen before or since, 
Venus, the mother planet, and Jupiter, the King planet, came 
close to each other as viewed in our line of sight from Earth, 
so close that to the naked eye it appeared to be one new star, 
bigger and brighter, and able to move across the sky unlike 
the other stars. It caught the attention of the astronomers of 
the day, the three Magi, and they studied it, and followed it, 
and were led to the little town of Bethlehem, where they found 
the infant Son of God, and proclaimed Him as the King of all 
Creation, God in the flesh.  
      So often as Christians, we must believe without seeing, we 
must take a leap of faith and believe in the existence of God 
without being able to provide earthly factual proof. But it is 
exciting to see how the technology of science has been able 
to uncover the mystery of  the Star of Bethlehem, and to verify 
its timing to be accurate to the conception and birth of Christ, 
and to provide undeniable factual proof of it’s existence and 
the undeniable Hand of God involved in setting it all in motion 
according to His plan, which began at the time He Created the 
universe and all that is in it.  
       In Genesis 15, God challenges Abraham to count the 
stars, an impossible task for any of us to do. But even though 
we may never be able to count them all, we can see their light, 
and by the combined light of the stars we can see God at 
work, and we can know that He is with us still, and we are 
never alone.            
                                    Pastor Rick                                                                
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If you have anything  
to put in the monthly 

newsletter please contact   
 us via email at  

graceumcpc@verizon.net 
 or call 659-3718. 

**************************** 
Please remember on the fifth 

Sunday of the month a special 
offering will be taken up for the 

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
The Flower Donation Sign-up 
Sheet is in the foyer.  The cost 

to buy a pair of flower 
arrangements for the altar is 

fifteen dollars for the two altar 
bouquets or twenty-five dollars 

for the one large one. 
Please help support this 

ministry. 
************************************ 
PRAYER LIST:  If you have a 
request to add a person’s name to 
the Prayer Chain please contact: 

PASTOR RICK PHILLIPS 
813-503-7933 (Cell or e-mail-  

graceumcpc@verizon.net) 

WEDNESDAYS 
Bible Study is at 10:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

 
 CHURCH SERVICES  

      
   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH  
  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

HOLY COMMUNION  
  

   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH  

  10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

Potluck Luncheon       
        

     SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20TH   
   10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 24H    

 7:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Service  
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27TH   
    10:00 A.M. Worship Service 

 (LIVE Services require social distancing 
guidelines to be followed by all) 

 

   DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Debbie Zinke               5th 
Melody Yancey            13th 
Wilma Guyot               16th 
Charlene Cooper          18th 
Judy Muzuruk            20th 
Rhett Suarez             22nd 
Donna McEver            22nd 
John Nelson               24th 
Mary Givens              29th 
Reggie Stevens          29th 
Howard Wilson           29th 
      Have a fun-filled day 
        and a blessed year! 
 
  DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Mark and Lisa Butcher 
December 12th! 

Henry and Martie Allen 
December 18th!               

    Congratulations! 

 
CHURCH  

 POT LUCK  LUNCHEON  
WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY,   

DECEMBER 13TH !  
COME SHARE IN THE 

FELLOWSHIP AND FOOD 
DIRECTLY AFTER THE 

SERVICE! INVITE YOUR 
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS AS 

WE COME TOGETHER IN 
CHRIST! 

      DECEMBER IMPORTANT DATES 
1st -  World Aids Day 
6TH -  Communion Sunday 
7th - Pearl Harbor Day 
8th - National Brownie Day 
10TH- Hanukkah begins 
10th - Human Rights Day 
12th - Poinsettia Day 
13th- Potluck Sunday 
13th - International Children’s Day 
15th- Bill of Rights Day 
18th - Charles Wesley’s Birthday 
19th - Look for an Evergreen Day 
20th - Go Caroling Day 
21st - Winter Solstice 
24th - Christmas Eve Service 7pm. 
25th - Christmas Day 
26TH - Kwanzaa begins 
28th - Boxing Day 
31st - New Year’s Eve 

The Christian 
Fellowship Brunch will be held 

Friday, December 18TH, 
 at 11:30 A.M. restrictions 

permitting. The location will be 
decided upon and announced 

as soon as determined.  
Everyone is Welcome! Money Matters  OCT. 2020 

Beginning Balance -$  30,566.02 
Expenses -                $   5,117.63  
Income -                  $   4,543.00  
Ending Balance -     $  29,991.39 

“And when the Lord Jesus has 
become your peace, remember, 

there is another thing: good 
will towards men. Do not try to 
keep Christmas without good 

will towards men.”  
– Charles Spurgeon 
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The Man and the Birds 
Author Unknown   -   As told by Paul Harvey 

        The man I’m going to tell you about was not a scrooge, he was a kind decent, mostly good man. Generous to his family and 
upright in his dealings with other men. But he just didn’t believe in all of that incarnation stuff that the churches proclaim at 
Christmas time. It just didn’t make sense and he was too honest to pretend otherwise. He just couldn’t swallow the Jesus story, 
about God coming to Earth as a man. He told his wife I’m truly sorry to distress you, but I’m not going with you to church this 
Christmas Eve. He said he would feel like a hypocrite and that he would much rather just stay at home, but that he would wait up 
for them. So he stayed and they went to the midnight service. Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began to fall. 
He went to the window to watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier and then he went back to his fireside chair and began to 
read his newspaper. 
Minutes later he was startled by a thudding sound. Then another ... and then another. At first he thought someone must be 
throwing snowballs against the living room window. But when he went to the front door to investigate he found a flock of birds 
huddled outside miserably in the snow. They’d been caught in the storm and in a desperate search for shelter they had tried to 
fly through his large landscape window. That is what had been making the sound.  

Well, he couldn’t let the poor creatures just lie there and freeze, so he remembered the barn where 
his children stabled their pony. That would provide a warm shelter. All he would have to do is to direct the birds into the shelter. 
         Quickly, he put on a coat and galoshes and he tramped through the deepening snow to the barn. He opened the doors 
wide and turned on a light so the birds would know the way in. But the birds did not come in. So, he figured that food would 
entice them. He hurried back to the house and fetched some bread crumbs. He sprinkled them on the snow, making a trail of 
bread crumbs to the yellow-lighted wide open doorway of the stable. But to his dismay, the birds ignored the bread crumbs. The 
birds continued to flap around helplessly in the snow. He tried catching them but could not. He tried shooing them into the barn 
by walking around and waving his arms. Instead, they scattered in every direction ... every direction except into the warm lighted 
barn. And that’s when he realized they were afraid of him. To them, he reasoned, I am a strange and terrifying creature. If only I 
could think of some way to let them know that they can trust me. That I am not trying to hurt them, but to help them. But how? 
Any move he made tended to frighten them and confuse them. They just would not follow. They would not be led or shooed 
because they feared him. 
           He thought to himself, if only I could be a bird and mingle with them and speak their language. Then I could tell them not 
to be afraid. Then I could show them the way to the safe warm ... to the safe warm barn. But I would have to be one of them so 
they could see ... and hear ... and understand. 
At that moment  the church bells began to ring. The sound reached his ears above the sounds of the wind. 

He stood there listening to the bells, Adeste Fidelis, listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings of Christmas.    
And he sank to his knees in the snow ... 

                                                                                                                                       Merry Christmas 

The Christmas Sock line is up and you can help us bless the children at the 
United Methodist Children’s Home with donation of new sock for kids of all 
school ages. we will be accepting donations through Sunday, December 
20th. Thank you and God Bless you for bringing a little joy to a child’s life 
this Christmas Season! 
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REMINDER                               
Newsletter items need to be to 
Pastor Rick by DECEMBER 22,   
for the JANUARY Newsletter.   

Call 813-659-3718 or  
e-mail - graceumcpc@verizon.net 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I CAN, YOU CAN 
On the First Sunday of the month, 

Communion Sunday, please bring a 
can or non-perishable food item 

 to be donated to the local 
 Food Bank of Plant City. 
Put it in the basket as you  

enter the church .  
Thank you for caring! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REMINDERS 
Just a reminder we recycle aluminum 
soda cans at the church.  Please rinse 

them and bring them to the church.  The 
money raised by this endeavor is given to 
the Children’s Home.  This is another thing 

we can do to help out. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Also Soda tabs are being collected by 
John Houck for a Mission Project. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
   Have you noticed the Brown Box 

on your left when you enter the 
Sanctuary? 

 This is there for your spare change.  
All this money goes to the 

Children’s Home.    
God Bless You and thank  you! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

New Building Fund 
We have made many 

improvements over the last few 
years to our aging church property, 

we were able to pay for them in 
full, thanks to your extravagant 
generosity! We do have other 

repair projects that will need to be 
addressed and if you would like to 

support those efforts you can 
make a donation to our new 

Building Fund. God Bless You! 

Local Ministry Opportunities 
We are currently helping our local food bank of Plant City on 
Alsobrook street on one Tuesday of each month from 10:30- 
Noon. We are helping them sort and date the various food 
donations to help them be able to distribute the food in a 
timely manner. Anyone is welcome to join us in this 
cooperative ministry effort that helps us fulfill the call of Jesus 
to feed the hungry in His name. We will be volunteering on  
January 12 from 10:30-Noon as Covid 19 restrictions permit. 

Advent Bible Study -  
We are holding a new and special Advent and Christmas Bible 
Study class on Wednesday Mornings at 10:30 a.m. beginning on 
December 2nd. Everyone is invited to come and share in this 
inspirational journey through the Advent Season as we celebrate 
the birth of our Savior as told in the Scriptures. We will be using 
a special Advent Devotional published by the Upper Room and 
we have plenty of them available for use. Please come and join 
us as we celebrate our Savior’s birth in Bethlehem this Advent!    

Advent Candle Lighting -  
We need volunteers to help us light the Advent Candle each 
Sunday of Advent to begin our services, as well as on Christmas 
Eve at 7:00 P.M. If you and a friend or family would like to light 
the Advent Candles, please sign up for the day and time you can 
help on the sheet in the Church Lobby. Thank you for helping us 
make our Christmas Season Worship special! God bless you!   

Thank you for your support!   I just want to take a moment to 
thank all of you once again for your support to the church in these 
challenging times. Your generosity in getting your tithes and offerings to 
us by mail or other means has been inspiring and heartwarming. Please 
let us know if any of you are in need of any kind of help from the church. I 
want you to know that I am here for you, and praying for you every day, 
and may God bless you greatly for your faithfulness!  - Pastor Rick 



 

 

 
 
Church Re-Opening -  We have resumed our 10 am 
Sunday Worship Services in person, and it is great to be 
able to meet and pray and worship together again! We 
will continue to meet and to observe any of the 
guidelines for gathering as a group to worship together 
that may be in place. We will continue to offer an on-line 
worship service for those who may not feel ready to 
return to our in-person style of worship. Please check the 
website, our face book page or call or e-mail us for the 
most up to date information on the continuing phases of 
our church re-opening. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


