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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rick’s Revelations
Belief
We all believe in something, and we all have our own reasons for
that belief. When we have a strong belief, it becomes our defining
characteristic, and the source of our inspiration and guidance throughout
our lives. As Christians, we profess a belief in Jesus Christ as our
Savior and The Lord of our lives, and we trust in His strength and the
wisdom of the Holy Spirit to direct us when we feel lost or confused, and
we keep our eyes on Jesus as the storms of life are swirling around us,
and let our belief in Him vanquish our fears and give us peace. If we
take a closer look at just what it is that we believe in when we say that
we believe in Christ, to me it is clear that the core of our belief in Jesus
is a belief in God’s undying and unconditional Love for us. To believe in
the heart of Christ is to believe in the power of Love to overcome all
things. Paul writes about love in 1 Corinthians 13, verse 7: “ It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love
never fails.” Do you believe in the power of Love? Jesus did. In fact,
He summed up the intent and the power all of God’s commandments
and laws in one word –“Love”. And I don’t think he meant it as a noun,
as a description of something we can say we possess, but instead
Jesus meant the word Love to be a verb, an action, and a force that
only has life and power when it is moving, and when it is given and
shared. In Matthew 22: 36-40, Jesus places love as the highest commandment, as the common connecting thread that binds together all
of God’s word to us in the Holy Scriptures. 36"Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: "'Love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment.
39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40All
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

We will be having a special potluck luncheon on
Sunday, February 14th, with a Valentine’s theme,
and games! It will happen directly following the
Worship service. Everyone is invited! Please plan
on staying for the great food, fun, and invite a friend!

If you enjoy singing praises to our Lord, we
invite you to join our small choir to provide
special music on Sundays. We practice Sunday
mornings at 9:30am. Come and help us raise a
Joyful Noise to the Lord.

MONEY MATTERS - DEC.2020
Beginning Balance-

$ 29,046.64

Expenses-

$ 4,466.50

Income-

$ 4,035.00

Ending Balance

$ 28,615.14

Latino Heart Ministries

The Latino Heart Ministries is helping on average between 30
and 40 families in need in our area each week with donations of
food, clothing, and household goods that have been donated to
the cause. If you would like to know more about how you can
assist in this ministry, please contact:
Pedro Rocha at 813-484-4856, or
latinoheartorg@yahoo.com

Don’t forget the flowers!

The new Flower charts for 2021 are up on the bulletin board
in the Church lobby. Please sign up to honor a loved one, or
celebrate a special occasion!

Love God, Love people. This is the underlying purpose of all of the
Bible and the simple mission for all of those who believe in Christ.
Simple, but not easy, by any means or definition. Whatever the
question in life, whatever the challenge, Love is the answer. There is
no question in my mind that this is what the Life of Christ and the word
of the Bible are trying to show us. Many people around the planet have
their own beliefs, and in many cases if you were to ask them to define
the power of their faith in just a few words they might not ever mention
Love as their secret weapon to conquer any enemy. In our modern
society, and in the world as Jesus knew it, love was more often
considered soft and harmless and weak instead of as the most powerful
strength and force in the universe. When we look at our own belief, and
our own personal mission statement for this life, and then strip down
all the bells and whistles and outward appearances until we reach the
very center of it; what will we find? If we find anything other than the
Love of God, then we need to remove those motives, and replace them
with God’s mercy and compassion. Nothing else matters. If our belief is
built upon the Rock of the Love of God, it will be worth believing in. It will
see us through when nothing else can. We may still have moments of
anger and sorrow and frustration, but our belief in the power of Love will
guide our Christian response to every challenge. God is Love, and if we
want to be closer to God, we must commit ourselves to a life of love,
and the depth of that love is never more evident than in the life of Jesus,
who said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God,
believe also in me.” John 14: 1. Put your belief where your heart is,
and God’s love will lead you to His presence.
Rick Phillips

The Christian Fellowship Brunch will be held on
Sunday, February 28th at 11:30am, at Smoking Aces
Restaurant on North Park Rd. Everyone is Welcome!

We are planning a Yard Sale on March 19th & 20th. We are
accepting donations. If you have something that could bless
someone else, please bring it to church on Sunday morning or
Wednesday during Bible study. More information in next
month’s newsletter.

February Birthdays

PRAYERS

Brenda Rocha

Feb. 1

Paula Shields

Feb. 4

Shelby Ketchen

Feb. 5

Hal Shiffrar

Feb. 9

Peg Kalm

Feb. 11

James Ruscavich

Feb. 19

Rebecca Brewster

Feb. 26

Family of Dr. LaRue
Tommy Wright
Patty Johnson
Paul & Margaret
John Haskins
David Brewster
Susan Speck
Reggie Stevens
Daniel & Family

February Anniversaries

Julianne
Carol
Russell

PRAISES

Chuck & Naomi Barton

Feb. 11

Bryce

John & Kathleen Durbin

Feb. 22

Pam Johnston

Frank & Claudette Waddell

Feb. 25

Arthur

Tom
Leon
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17 Ash Wednesday 18

19

20

Groundhog Day Bible Study
10:30am

7 Choir 9:30am

8

9

Worship with
Communion 10am

Bible Study 10:30am

14 Valentine Day 15

16

Choir 9:30am
Worship 10am
*Pot Luck Dinner

21
Choir 9:30am
Worship 10am

28
Choir 9:30am
Worship 10am

10

Bible Study 10:30am
Ash Wed Service
6:30pm

22

23

24
Bible Study 10:30am

25

26 Fellowship 27
Brunch at
11:30am
Smoking Aces

