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       Rick’s Revelations 

Victory is Inevitable 

       If we want to know how the battles between Good and Evil, and God 

and Satan, and Mankind versus Sin and Death all turn out, all we have to 

do is read the book of Revelation, an account of the visions God showed 

to the Apostle John in the last years of his life as he was exiled to the 

prison island of Patmos. The message of the book of Revelation is    

startling and confusing and eye-opening, and ever since God’s            

inspiration was put into writing by his servant John, every generation  

has at one point or another thought that maybe they were living in the 

last days of tribulation because of the chaos happening in the world 

around them. Our generation is no exception to this thinking, and we 

have as much evidence, if not more than, any other generation that has 

lived  upon the earth. If we just look at the last twenty years, and it has 

been twenty years now  since the date of September 11, 2001, or  911, 

marked the beginning of a particularly active couple of decades,         

including natural disasters of epic proportions and frequency, wars     

and violence more prevalent and pointless than ever before, and a 

breakdown of our society in a sense of morality and principles of       

common human respect and  dignity and sanctity of life itself like we 

have never seen before. But even if we are truly living in the end times, 

we should not despair, but instead take heart, for even in the darkest of 

days of humanity we can still be confident that God’s goodness will    

prevail, and that He will snatch victory from the jaws of defeat, and we 

can live with the peace and hope of knowing that Victory is Inevitable. 

      As individuals, we must all face our own mortality, our own walk 

through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, and where that walk leads 

depends upon whose hand we are holding onto as we travel that lonely 

path. God has assured us through His Holy Word, through Jesus Christ, 

His one and only Son, that if we take His hand in this life, our walk 

through that valley will be the beginning of an eternal walk of life and 

love, and we will leave the dark shadow of death behind us forever.   

       Come and help us raise a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 

             If you enjoy singing praises to our Lord, 

             we invite you to join our small choir to 

             provide special music on Sundays. We 

             practice at 9:30 am on Sunday morning.  

                                                                                             

Latino Heart Ministries         

 The Latino Heart Ministries is helping on an average,                      

between 30 and 40 families in need in our area each week    

with  donations  of food, clothing, and household goods that 

have been donated to the cause.   Pedro works tirelessly to help 

our neighbors in need. Please help if you are able.  If you would 

like to know more about how you can assist in this ministry, 

 Please contact: 

  Pedro Rocha at 813-484-4856, or email to: 

 latinoheartorg@yahoo.com   

 

       

 MONEY MATTERS  July, 2021 

 Beginning Balance-  $  40,133.42 

 Expenses-   $    4,112.54 

 Income-   $    3,455.00 

 Ending Balance-  $  39.475.88 

 



  

 

Revelation 21 tells us what God promises to do, and how He will restore 

and heal, and make all things new. ”He will wipe every tear from their 

eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for    

the old order of things has passed away.”  He who was seated on the 

throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this 

down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Revelation 21: 4,5  

God’s victory is complete, and it is inevitable. This is how it all ends;   

with a brand new beginning. 

     Who would not want to share in a part of this victory? Who would    

not want to be included in this new and eternal life without end, without 

pain, or sickness, or mourning? Once we know and understand this gift 

of  salvation of Christ on the Cross, why would we not choose to include 

ourselves as part of that victory over Sin and Death? And once we know 

and believe in this greatest of all gifts, we need to make sure that we do 

not keep it a secret, but instead that we shout it from the mountaintops 

and do all we can to get the life saving message of the Gospel to be 

heard by as many people as possible in our lifetime. The term 

“Inclusiveness”  has become a rallying point for the modern church,    

and  I agree that it should be our mission to include all sinners on earth 

under this umbrella of Grace. But there is one difficulty in that theory. 

God  has clearly put this invitation to Salvation through Christ out to all  

of  humanity, but He also stands behind His Divine insistence of each      

person’s free will to be exercised in accepting the Grace of Christ into 

their hearts, and so  being included in God’s promise of a new and    

eternal life that rises up from Sin and Death becomes a personal         

decision that only we can make for ourselves, and no one else can    

dictate.        
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(continued)                                                                      

We need to work hard to be inclusive to all groups of people, and to do 

this we must leave judgement out of our hands and put it in the hands of 

God, the only true and Righteous Judge. We need to tell the whole truth 

of God’s word as He has given it to us in the Holy Scriptures, and when 

we do that in a spirit of love and forgiveness and togetherness, Victory is 

Inevitable for all those who will embrace it and choose it for themselves.                                                                                                                      

Although Victory in Jesus is inevitable, following Christ is a steeper and 

more narrow path through life, and it will require us to attempt to change 

and grow into a better likeness of Christ all along the way.  

      The signs of defeat may be all around us, and it may seem as if the 

world as we have known it is falling apart, but maybe more accurately, 

things are actually falling into place, as Christian Songwriter Mark Hall 

sings in his song: “Just Be Held.” But it is more important now than ever 

before to hold onto our faith, and to reach out in our faith to inspire     

others to choose to include themselves in the promise of God’s love and 

salvation through Jesus. No matter how good or how badly things go for 

us in this life, we can live in peace and joy as we follow the path Christ 

lays out for each of us. No matter how tough life may get, and how  

hopeless it may seem at times, and even when it appears like we are 

facing certain defeat, we can stand firm in our faith and we can be sure 

that in the end, in Christ, in life, and beyond death, Victory is Inevitable! 

Thanks be to God who makes all things new!                                        

 

Pastor Rick Phillips  

 

 



                                                                                                                  

                         

                                                                                                

                                                       

The Bible Study group meets  on Wednesday          

mornings  at 10am.  All are welcome to join us!                                                                     

        

   Don’t forget the flowers  

The flower charts for 2021 are on    

the bulletin board   in the Church  

Lobby.  Please sign up to honor  a 

loved one, or celebrate a special      

occasion!  The cost is  $15.00 for a pair of flower        

arrangements for the altar,  or $25.00  for one large 

one.   

  Senior Scholarship Fund      

Although we have not had any graduating High School 

Seniors in the past few years, we will have some in the 

near future, and we need to begin to build up our fund 

to bless them on their way after High School!  We have 

$ in the fund and our goal is to make sure we can bless 

our graduating seniors with a $1000 scholarship to-

wards their college education.  Please mark your   do-

nation:  “Senior Scholarship Fund”  Thank you and God 

bless you for helping! 

  

   Healthy Living                                                                                                               

There is an official National Health focus for every month. For September, the 

focus is Mental Health; specifically Suicide Prevention. Most of us are already 

feeling some stress and see life changes that have been brought about by the 

pandemic and erosion of trust in many of our current cultural systems such as 

our church and health systems. For that reason, it may be a good time to be 

aware of how we are caring for ourselves. This time not physically, but in our  

thoughts and feelings.                                                                                                       

An easy way of assessing yourself is to assure that you take time to use all  the 

5 senses in providing self care. How are you using your sight, hearing, sense of 

smell, taste, and feel (tactile sense) to provide emotional support  to yourself? 

Take a little walk outside with me.   

Look around and SEE. Flowers, trees, sunshine, rain, natural beauty was 

among God’s first gifts to us. Take time each day to see natural  

beauty. It’s still here. 

As you are looking, what do you HEAR?  Unplug from all things electronic 

for about 15 minutes and listen to a fountain or hear water lapping 

on a shore, hear natural insects, birds singing. You will get an        

appreciation for those things we take for granted. 

What are you Feeling? Use your fingers to feel what is around you...     

the smoothness of a rock, the texture of a leaf. Do you remember 

making mud pies? Do it with a child. Feel a breeze or rain on your 

skin.  

Get away from traffic and see how nature smells. Can you smell an     

oncoming storm? Fresh mowed grass, Magnolia blossoms? 

Taste is a bit difficult to find in nature; but go in somewhere for an”icee,” 

a fresh bottle of cool water. Or “taste” the “freedom” of just being 

outdoors without a task to do! 

As simple as this sounds, we all need to find ways to do self-care, and to See 

God at work, even in the chaos around us. We need to be mindful of our 

teens and young adults who are trying to find their life purpose. This group 

has seen a 24% increase in suicide in the years 1999-2014. We need to assure 

gun safety as 50% of suicides are now firearm related.  

Be alert to changes in your loved ones that show depression or irritability   

and extend help. To learn more about Suicide Prevention, go to the National 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline (800)273-8255; or online at Suicide Prevention 

Resource Center-- sprc.org.   Best of total health always, Barbara Barden, FCN 



September Birthday       

9/3     Ken House               

9/4      Bob O’Dette          

9/13    Nelda Johnson       

9/30    Marianne Carpenter

              

 Have a Blessed Day! 

 

 

                                                   

 

 

 

September  Anniversaries        

   9/18  Raymond & Carol Wright

   

                 

   Congratulations! 

 



   

         ANNOUNCEMENTS 

        

                          On Sunday, September  19th,         

        we will have our Potluck Lunch 

        directly after the service.  Come                                 

                             share in the food  and  fellowship!   

Invite your  family, friends and neighbors  as we come 

together in Christ!  All are invited!  

 

Our Christian Fellowship Brunch will be held  on Friday,  

September 24th, at 11:30am.  The place has not been 

decided yet. Please check for updates weekly in the 

church bulletins, website and Facebook for updates.    

All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 Our next Church Yard and Bake Sale will be on  Friday,          

September 10th, and Saturday, September 11th from 

8am—2pm each day. This could be our most successful 

event ever!  We will have an observance ceremony of 

9/11 during this time as well, to pause and remember 

on this 20th anniversary of this tragic day.   

  

PRAYERS 

Our Country, Leaders and Military.                                

Prayers for all medical, fire, police,                                         

and all who have been significantly                                     

affected by what they have experienced this past year. 

Pray for those who are trying to escape the evil and 

deadly situations in Afghanistan, and for those who  

sacrifice their lives to protect them and try  to get them 

to safety.  Pray for those affected by the disasters– the 

wildfires, the earthquakes, the hurricanes and the     

intense heat and floods, that they may have safety, 

comfort, and peace.   

Nelda  Carol  Arthur Mary Givens     

Edwin  Ken House Floyd  Laura Christie 

Dian    Judy Muzuruk Kathy  Sue Pealo         

Raymond James  Bailey  Crystal                

Minnie      Jeri Moulds    Rusty Reed    Derek                  

Shelby Ketchen   Rhett Suarez     Leah Cowen 

Pastor Mitch  and  his wife       Pastor Rick and Margie    

The families and friends of Nodie Rawls, Gene Mobley, 

Charles (JR) Reed, Jerry,  and Cecil Knight,  with their 

passing to be with the Lord.                                               

May God grant us all the peace that they  now have. 



        SEPTEMBER 2021 
 SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY   FRIDAY SATURDAY                

                                                               1                      

Bible Study 10am   

2 3 4                              

 

5                               

Choir  9:30am        

Worship 10am                      

6  Labor Day 7 8                           

Bible Study 10am 

9 10                           

YARD SALE   

8am-2pm 

11  Patriot’s Day                        

YARD SALE         

8am-2pm 

12                            

Choir 9:30am        

Worship 10am 

13 14 15                               

Bible Study 10am   

16 17   18 

19  Choir 9:30am        

Worship 10am         

*Pot Luck Lunch   

All invited to come! 

20 21 22                         

Bible Study 10am  

23 24  Christian      

Fellowship  Brunch 

11:30am   at  TBA       

25 

26                     

Choir 9:30am        

Worship 10am         

27                   28  29                        

Bible Study 10am 

30   


