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Rick’s Revelations
Staying Thankful
Sometimes life can get pretty challenging. Sometimes it seems like
life just puts us in a headlock and beats us to the ground and then
continues to kick us around for a while. We have all been there, and
maybe in some ways we are still in that struggle, and we wrestle with
our own thoughts and motives and try to determine the reasons for our
time of trial. Was it something we did wrong? Was it something we
neglected to do? In the end, I have found that being good will not stop
bad things from happening to you, and being bad will not exclude you
from experiencing good things in life. This probably sounds like a weird
thing to say, but through much honest soul searching on my part, and
having much life experience of acting bad, and acting good, I have found
it to be one of the great truths in my life that has led me to God.
Simply put, despite our best or our worst efforts, life just happens as
it will, and it cannot be predicted or controlled by anything we do or don’t
do. Some people might think: “If my actions towards others, good or bad,
have no effect on whether life is good or bad to me, then why even try to
do the right things?” And maybe you have had the same experience I
have had, which is that doing the right thing usually takes more effort
and sacrifice. So the question stands: “Why try so hard?” The apostle
Paul proposed this same thing the people in his letter to the Romans, in
chapters 5 and 6. He tells them that as sin increases in the world, God’s
Grace through Christ also increases to cover it all. And then, before they
could ask the question, Paul presents it to them: “What shall we say,
then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no
means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any
longer?” (Romans 6: 1,.2) We don’t fight the good fight against sin to try
to earn our reward of Grace, we repent of our sin because of our love
and thankfulness for God and what He has done for us through the
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross to cover the deadly price of our sin. Our
obedience may not benefit us as much as we may imagine it should in
this life, but as Rick Warren so perfectly said in his book “The Purpose
Driven Life”: “it is not about me anyway!”
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Maybe our actions are also not supposed to be just about us. Maybe
we should be considering first and foremost how our actions might be a
benefit or a detriment to each other’s lives. When we try to live a morally
sound and sacrificially driven life in the spirit of Jesus Christ, we can
make someone else’s life a little better, even if it has little effect on the
circumstances of our own lives. When we shift our mindset from the
worldly standard of competition of trying to “keep up with the Jones’s”,
to a more Christ driven focus of loving God and loving others first, then
we will find that the Holy Spirit will work through us as we look to benefit
each other, and look out for each other’s welfare.
Life happens. We can only try to make the best out of what it gives
us, and when life gets us down, we need to remember all that we can
be thankful for, after all, it is all the little things in life that make it worth
living. I remember when I was just a young man in my early 20’s and I
had just finished my 4 year tour of duty in the U.S. Coast Guard. My
brother was recovering from a car wreck that he should not have
survived, and God was answering our prayers with a miraculous healing
against all odds. I can remember how my family had pulled together with
one purpose and we had prayed so hard for a miracle, and now we were
watching it unfold in living color. I had never had less money in the bank,
I owned my used car and my surfboard and not much else, I had no job
and no clue what I was going to do next, and yet, I have never been
more thankful in my life! I found myself speaking to God constantly
throughout the day, thanking him for the sunrise, for the beautiful ocean
waves, for the cool breeze of autumn, and all the other countless little
miracles of God’s creation. I didn’t go to a church at that time, and I had
many questions about Jesus that I wanted to resolve, and still, even to
this day, I can’t remember a time when I have ever felt closer to God.
Whenever I may feel a little down about what life is raining down
on me, I remind myself to stay thankful for all that God has done, and
all that He is still to do in my life and what He may do through my actions
to benefit the lives of others. Staying thankful is not easy at first, but it is
like a good crossword puzzle or crypto quip where you just can’t seem
to find the answers, but you refuse to give up until you do.
(continued)

As Rick Warren suggests: our purpose in life is not about us, and the
biggest blessings we have in our lives are the people we many times
take for granted. Search hard for the hidden blessings that are right there
before our eyes and we might find that a twelve letter word for faithfulness
is thankfulness. Give God thanks for every little thing, and stay thankful
even in the hardest conditions life can bring. On his deathbed,
John Wesley fervently spoke his last words, repeating the same thing
twice: “The best of all is God is with us.” Stay thankful always, for
God is always with us!
Happy Thanksgiving!
Rick Phillips
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