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      Come and help us raise a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 

             If you would enjoy lending your voice     
            to sing praises to Our Lord,  we invite   
                       you to join our small choir to provide  
                       special  seasonal music on Sundays.  
           We prac ce  on Sunday mornings at 9:30am.   
           

La no Heart Ministries                                                             
This is an update for the Food Distribu on at the Church.    
Due to a change in the supply chain availability, boxes will     
be distributed on Tuesdays at 4pm.  Any help you could       
provide would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you all for your 
con nued support and commitment to feeding our neighbors!  
If  you would like to know more about how you can assist in 
this  ministry, please contact:  Pedro Rocha at:  813-484-4856,  
or  email:  la noheartorg@ yahoo.com                                                          
         
Senior Scholarship Fund                                       
Thank you to all for giving so generously to the          
Scholarship fund!  We are about halfway to our goal of 
$1500 to be awarded next Spring to our gradua ng     
senior, Ray  Cowen!   You can s ll donate to this Fund by 
marking your envelope “Scholarship fund” or by no ng    
it on the bo om of your check.  God bless you for helping 
to bless  the next  genera on as they graduate and move 
on to  college! 

  

   

 

The Creative Heart of God 
        We know that in the beginning, God Almighty was the Creator of 
everything that exists in the Universe. We can read in some of the final 
words of the Bible in the book of Revelation that God is still creating, as 
He says: “Behold, I am making all things New”. (Revelation 21: 5) I am of 
the belief that God will never stop creating new things; it is the essence 
of His being. God is Love, and the core of love is all about new begin-
nings, and building up, and becoming new creations in Christ together. 
Hatred of course, would be the antithesis of Love, and would be charac-
terized by destruction, and selfishness, and loneliness, living apart from 
the Love of God that seeks to bind us all together.  
       When we participate with our Creator in the process of building a life 
centered around His will for us, we become a part of the creative process 
of God, and this brings a closeness with God that will take us into a 
deeper understanding and relationship with Him. In the book of Genesis, 
God intentionally involves the first man, Adam, in the process of creation 
as The Lord gives Adam the role of naming each creature as God intro-
duces them to him. I am a firm believer that God wants to involve us in 
His on-going new creation of us in Christ, and nothing can bring us clos-
er in our relationship with Our Lord than creating something brand new 
together.  
      The Bible tells us that we are created in the image of God, and that 
means that we have the very heart of the creator of the universe beating 
within us, and we have a natural fascination with the process of creation, 
and it is able to awaken a part of the image of God, the grand Creator 
living within us, and we start to feel more connected to the God who 
made us. God has given us each spiritual gifts and talents that we may 
sometimes take for granted, until we use those gifts in our service to 
God. Many times we may not consider our natural gifts to be anything 
special because they come naturally to us, and it just seems normal to 
be able to use those talents. But as we seek to serve God in this life we 
will find that He has given us each specific gifts, for a specific purpose, 
and God has a plan for us to use those gifts to work with Him in building 
up the Kingdom of God, and the Body of Christ in the World.  



                                                                                                                  
                         

               

                                                                                    

            The Bible Study group meets on Wednesday          
 mornings  at 10am.  All are welcome to join us!                                                                      

                                                                   

Don’t forget the flowers!                                      
The flower charts for 2022 are  on the    
bulle n board  in the Church Lobby.  Please 
sign up to honor a loved one, or celebrate 
a special occasion! The cost is s ll $15.00 

     for a  pair of flower arrangements for the altar.
        
                             

 Pictorial  Directory                                           
We are now in the process of compiling the                  
informa on for the new Church Directory and will       
be finalizing that soon and beginning to print them.     
If you have any photos to submit, or changes in        
contact informa on or birthdays and anniversaries,  
we need those A.S.A.P.  If you already have a favorite             
photograph you can email it to us or bring it in and we 
will scan it for you. Thanks for you help with this.              
God bless you! 

 
 
  
What gifts has God given you? How can you serve Him and assist in 
helping to build the Kingdom of God through the use of your spiritual 
gifts? Think for a moment of what comes naturally to you, and no matter 
how insignificant you may consider your gifts, trust that each gift, no 
matter how small, plays a crucial part when combined together with the 
whole. Think of a computer processing chip, they become smaller every 
day, and yet the chip by itself, as powerful as it may be, is useless with-
out the rest of the computer. Without the monitor, all the “magic” the 
processor is capable of creating cannot be seen or used. Without the 
keyboard and the individual keys, it would be impossible to deliver com-
mands to the processor to complete. Without a modem, and connection 
to the internet, the potential of the computer is limited to just a very 
small area. And without electrical power of some sort, it is just a shiny 
piece of plastic.  
       You may be overlooking your spiritual gifts because you don’t yet 
see how they might fit into a bigger picture that God is painting right be-
fore our eyes, and He has a part of that masterpiece that needs our gifts 
to be complete. Are you good at cooking; creating a culinary master-
piece? Are you good at working with your hands, maybe carpentry, or 
other handy skills? Rumor has it that Jesus was quite the carpenter. Do 
you enjoy crafts, painting, knitting, crocheting, or do you have the gift of 
hospitality, the ability to connect with people, and to be a good listener, 
a comforter. Many gifts and talents that we consider hobbies can be-
come great tools to reach others with the good news of the Gospel. God 
wants us to become creative with our gifts, and to turn them into minis-
tries. Craft groups can become prayer support groups as they use hand 
made gifts to spread God’s love. Exercise groups can build spiritual 
strength as well as physical, and bring a team spirit to worshiping Christ. 
Those with building skills can repair and create homes to bless families 
in need of a place to call their own. No gift God has given us is random. 
No gift should go un-used. 
                           (con’t) 



 

 

                                                                 
                                                                                         
Carol          Arthur         Bubba                Raymond                                                       
Rebecca      Dian            Charlene            Pedro           
Reggie         Brenda        Yvonne              Margie                                                               
Sue Pealo    Bobby          Phyllis              Susan Speck         
Mary Givens    John       Judy Muzuruk     Ken & Mary   
Bubba           Amber         Ella                    Jasmine  

 We pray that God will bless and protect us all.   
Prayers for our country,  God bless America!                                                                    

                                           

  

 Don  Jeerings    Carol              John Houck      

            Reggie Co er         Donna McDonald                      
                     
                                                                      

 

 

(con’t)   

       I believe that at the very heart of God’s love for creation is the act of 
Re-Creation. God loves a good restoration project. God never stops seeing 
the potential in any of us, and no matter how much we may have neglected 
the spiritual gifts that God has blessed us with, no matter how far from His 
Will we have strayed, God loves nothing more than to restore us to the  
relationship He has always wanted with us, and the one we have always 
needed. God never gives up on us, and in His eyes, no one is ever too far 
gone for Him to restore. It may take patience, effort, and lots of love, but in 
the end, I truly believe that God considers each one of us to be worth it.  
We don’t have to let God do it all alone. When we see Him attempting to 
restore someone to His Love, we need to stand beside God, and lend our 
hands and our gifts and our hearts to help in the restoration process, and 
we just may find our own spirits restored in the process. May we always be 
on the lookout for where God is working, and roll up our spiritual sleeves, 
and join in with the creative heart of God.                - 
Pastor Rick  
 

       

 

 

                  

                  



October  Birthdays                    
10/1     Mary Lu Barny                          
10/1     Terri Moore           
10/4     Sco  Moore                 
10/8      Steven Rocha          
10/11    Isabella Wilson           
10/14    Arthur Rogers          
10/16    John Durbin          
10/16    Whitney Braun           
10/21    Bowie McCoy          
10/22    Mar e Allen          
10/25    Ray Cowen                                
10/30    Elenah Benitez                                                  

        Have a Blessed Day!   
                                                                           

                                   
     
    
        

October Anniversaries                 
10/12     Michael & Susan Laco         
10/15     Dan & Jeri Moulds                  
10/29     Guido & Audrey Montalvo                   

             Congratula ons! 

  

New A.C. System 

Our 24 year old A.C. unit quit working the end of July, 
and a er discussions about repairing/ replacing, it 
was recently voted to replace it.  The lowest bid we 
received was $9,800 for a new unit.  It has been        
ordered and hopefully should be in place in a few 
weeks.  We are asking that all prayerfully consider 
making a special contribu on this fall to help offset 
the cost of the new A.C.   It has been a long hot      
summer, and we are looking forward to mee ng in        
comfort in the Fellowship Hall once again! 

 

Money Ma ers—August 2022                      
Beginning Balance                   $ 37,264.37                          
Expenses          $   4,572.38                      
Income          $   3,354.00                    
Ending Balance         $ 36,045.99 

 

A big  “Thank You”  to all who helped out with the 
Yard Sale  on September 16th and 17th.  Thank you  
also for all the donated items to sell, and baked goods 
as well.  God bless you!  



Empowering children and families to 
experience the transforming love of 
Christ through wholis c care. 

The fi h Sunday of a month is designated as Children’s Home 
Sunday, with a special collec on to help fund the needs of the 
children there. We donate items, such as socks, underwear, etc  
at Christmas.  Dona ons can also be made at any me  
throughout the year.                                                                                           
Current  resident needs include:  wash cloths, bath towels, 
Cantu brand hair products, Boys hairbrushes, female  liquid 
body wash, AAA ba eries  and  Boys  deodorant (non-aerosol).
            

If you feel  the call to be bap zed or become a member of 
Grace UMC, contact Pastor Rick at  813-503-7933  or email 
him at:   Pastorrick.phillips@gmail.com    

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, October 30th, we will be having  a Trunk or 
Treat night from  4:00pm—7:00pm.  Everyone is welcome 
to come and park and decorate your trunk and give out 
candy.  Costumes are op onal, but  FUN is mandatory!  

                    

 Healthy Living                                                                                                                               

 Macular Degenera on is an eye disease frequently found in adults age 
65 and over.  It is a change in the eyes that usually affects one eye and 
is experienced as “Blurred vision” in the center of an eye.  If you were 
looking at a single rose, for example, you might experience seeing the 
outer leaves be er than the rose blossom in the center.  Another     
example:  If you were driving and saw an oncoming car, the center of 
the car might be blurry while the surrounding area was very dis nct. 

Macular degenera on is more common in women and men a er age 
65.  If you no ce “central blurring” in your vision, see a doctor for 
treatment.  If you are found to have the more serious form of  macular 
degenera on, “Wet MD”,  you will be diagnosed by eye  tests in the 
office and placed on treatment for slowing down the progress of the 
Macular Degenera on (MD).  The “wetness” in the eye that is obvious 
to the doctor on evalua on is caused by vascular changes, broken 
blood vessels in the macular por on of the eye. 

The current treatment for advancing MD is an injec on placed  into 
the pupil of the eye.  Three of the most common medica ons are        
Eyelea, Avas n, and Lucen s.  There is usually no pain with the onset 
of the blurred vision, and usually no pain when the injec on is provid-
ed.  As painful as it sounds to us, pa ents o en have few pain com-
plaints as the re na of the eye, directly behind the pupil has few nerve 
endings.  Therefore, as fearful as the treatments sound, there a few 
side effects of the treatment.  It is however, not a cure but is hoped to 
slow the process of the disease.  

Dry macular degenera on is also common.  In that disease, the     
blood vessels are intact, but “Macula” just wears out slowly.  Some 
physicians order a vitamin and mineral prepara on called AREDS.    
The condi on is monitored for any changes, but is slower in affec ng 
the vision. 



 

   

                                                                             

         Dates to Remember     

                     

 

 

October 16th     We will be having a  Potluck Luncheon        

directly following the Worship service.   Please plan on staying 
for the great food, fun and invite a friend.                                                                                   
Our monthly Church Mee ng will directly follow our  Pot Luck 
Luncheon.  All are invited to a end and help  us plan how to 
best serve God through the ministries  of Grace UMC.       

 

October 16th   Our Church Charge Conference is       
scheduled for Sunday, October 16th at 2pm at First 
Church, UMC,  Plant City, 303 North Evers St. downtown.  
We will be gathering there with three other churches for 
worship and then each have our individual separate 
charge conferences.  Everyone is invited to come par ci-
pate!                                                          

   

 

                                
October  28th   The Chris an Fellowship Brunch will be     

held on Friday,  October 28th,  at 11:30am  at a loca on to be 
named later!  Everyone is welcome! Check the weekly Church 
bulle ns, Facebook or  the website for updates. 

We take our eyesight for granted, but, we can help to avoid eye   
problems by the general things we know, but o en do not do 
“religiously” -  such as weight control and ea ng a balanced diet  of 
fruits and vegetables and fish.  We can learn to eat from the Bible as 
we remember the Sermon of Mount “food of the day.”  Eat well, and 
preserve your vision to read the Bible and be glad for all it teaches . 

Sincerely,                                                                                                                       
Barbara Barden 

 

 



 

   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1                      

 2             
Choir 9:30am   
Worship  10am 

3  4 Latino   

Heart Food   
Distribution 
4pm 

5               
Bible Study 
10am 

6 7 8  

9                      
Choir 9:30am       
Worship 10am       

10 11 Latino 

Heart Food   
Distribution 
4pm 

12            
Bible Study 
10am 

13 14  15  

16 PotLuck Lunch 12n 

Church meeting to follow                                      

Charge Conference 2pm 
at First UMC 

17 18 Latino 

Heart Food   
Distribution 
4pm 

19             
Bible Study 
10am 

20 21 22             

23  Choir 9:30am   

__Worship 10am   
30 Trunk or Treat         
4pm-7pm 

24          
__________             
31Halloween                                                            

25 Latino 

Heart Food   
Distribution 
4pm 

26            
Bible Study 
10am 

27 28 Christian 

Fellowship  
Brunch 11:30am  
at TBD 

 29            

October 2022 


