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Come and help us raise a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 

             If you would enjoy lending your  
           voice  to sing praises to Our Lord,    
                     we invite   you to join our small choir 
to provide  special  seasonal music on Sundays.   We 
prac ce  on Sunday mornings at 9:30am.    

            

La no Heart Ministries                                                              
Food Distribu on at the Church.  Boxes will   be distributed   
on Tuesdays at 4pm.  Any help you could  provide would be 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you all for your con nued support 
and commitment to feeding our neighbors!  If  you would like 
to know more about how you can assist in this  ministry, 
please contact:  Pedro Rocha at:  813-484-4856,   or  email:   
la noheartorg@ yahoo.com                                                          

 

Altar flowers                   
We will soon be pos ng the sign up sheet for those 
who would like to sign up for dates to supply flowers 
for the Altar during church services.  The prices will be 
posted in January’s newsle er.  Please get your list of 
dates together to ensure you volunteer for the ones 
you want.       
   

 

                                                                                                                         
It Feels Like Christmas Again 
        I think we all have had a blue Christmas before, and it may have 
happened more than once to be truthful. As life marches on, it gets 
tougher to find the simple joys that live on in our memories of those 
childhood Christmas mornings that now seem like a scene from an old 
black and white movie. Even if we could go back to our childhood home 
for one more old fashioned Christmas, it wouldn’t be nearly the same, 
because even if everything were exactly as we remembered it, we will 
never be the same as the way we once were. But even though we 
change, and the times change, there is one thing that never changes 
about Christmas. Jesus Christ is the same – yesterday, and today, and 
tomorrow! (Hebrews 13:8). Each passing Christmas will have its own 
unique impact on our emotions, and if we let ourselves get caught up in 
the Spirit of Christ, the only true Spirit of Christmas, then we will find our 
hearts strangely warming, no matter how cold, icy and snowy it may be-
come outside. Or in our case here in Florida, we have to try to re-capture 
the Christmas mood when the only “white stuff” we might encounter is 
the sand on the beach!  
      A lot of memories and emotions can get in the way of our quest for 
the true Spirit of Christmas that once came so easily to us. But the Spirit 
of Christ is always there, even when our eyes and our hearts are not 
open to see or feel or receive it readily. We all have experienced some 
losses in our lives over the years, and they seem to be larger than life 
during the Christmas season. I have found that over the years of Christ-
mases past, most of the time when I have trouble finding the Spirit, it 
somehow finds me, and I am suddenly overwhelmed with the feeling of 
Christmas again. It just captures me by surprise, right when I am ready 
to stop believing. And suddenly I feel like dancing, and laughing, and 
singing at the top of my lungs! And just like that, in an instant, it feels like 
Christmas again and I don’t even know just how it happened. The Joy of 
The Lord has stolen my heart, and I really don’t even care why, or when, 
or how.  



                                                                                                                  
                         

               

                                                                                    

            The Bible Study group meets on Wednesday          
 mornings  at 10am.  All are welcome to join us!                                                                      

                                                                   

Don’t forget the flowers!                                      
The flower charts for 2022 are  on the    
bulle n board  in the Church Lobby.  Please 
sign up to honor a loved one, or celebrate 
a special occasion! The cost is s ll $15.00 

     for a  pair of flower arrangements for the altar.
        
                             

 Pictorial  Directory                                           
We are now in the process of compiling the                  
informa on for the new Church Directory and will       
be finalizing that soon and beginning to print them.     
If you have any photos to submit, or changes in        
contact informa on or birthdays and anniversaries,  
we need those A.S.A.P.  If you already have a favorite             
photograph you can email it to us or bring it in and we 
will scan it for you. Thanks for you help with this.              
God bless you! 

 
 
        
 When we look back, some Christmas seasons are much harder than 
others. But I have found that nothing can stop the Love of God, espe-
cially at Christmas. We can try to deny it, and ignore it, and bury our 
emotions deep inside, but there is no where we can hide from God’s 
relentless Love for us. I can never forget one of those really tough 
Christmas seasons in my life, about 16 years ago. My father had 
passed away just a couple of months before Christmas, and I was really 
struggling with the grief and loss, and I felt like the Joy of Christmas was 
gone forever for me now.  
       That is when God came looking for one of His lost sheep. We had  
a Christmas tree lot at our Church and I was helping out with the    
showing and selling of the trees. It was a good distraction from my   
pain, but I still found very little joy in it. The men who were in charge 
were looking for someone to play Santa for their biggest weekend of 
sales, and with me being the “new guy”, I was asked to fill those shoes, 
and with a couple of pillows for padding, I filled out the suit as well. I   
felt like a complete phony as I had no experience in playing Santa, but   
I soon found out that the kids who came to see him wanted to believe 
so badly that they were convinced that my fake mustache and beard 
were as real as my artificial belly. I found myself getting drawn in by 
their strong belief in things they couldn’t explain, and it was rubbing off 
on me a little. And then a little girl with great big eyes came up and 
looked me straight through my eyes and into my soul and asked: 
“Santa, do you ever feel like crying?” “I always miss my daddy the most, 
every Christmas.” Any barriers I had put up to block out the Christmas 
Spirit collapsed like the walls of Jericho. I gathered myself, and then 
offered: “Honey, I know just how you feel, and Yes, Santa sheds a tear 
or two.” “But through the tears I see what’s real, and I know that through 
the darkness stars are burning bright, they’re the same stars that were 
shining that first Christmas night.”” Once upon a Silent Night, a child 
was born to be our hope and our light, and the world has never been 
the same since that first Christmas.”    
        
      (continued)  



 

 

                                                                 
                                                                                         
Carol          Arthur         Bubba                Raymond                                                       
Rebecca      Dian            Charlene            Pedro                    
Brenda        Yvonne        Margie               John                                                
Sue Pealo    Bobby          Phyllis               Susan Speck         
Mary Givens   Judy         Be y                 Ken & Mary               
Amber            Ella             Lauren              Jasmine        
Dawn             Heather     Kimberly   Brianna      
Reggie  Melody      Johnny    Mike & Sue 

  

We pray that God will bless and protect us all!    

Prayers for our country, for unity and peace.          
God bless America!                                                                     

                                           

 

 

(Con nued)                                                                                   

 She smiled as she wiped back her tears, and said: “Thanks Santa, 
I just knew you would understand.” And then she hugged me and ran back 
to her family, light on her feet. And there I was, the Joy of The Lord, the 
Spirit of Christmas, filling me and spilling over. God is looking for us all, on 
this and every Christmas. He has the same gift he has always had for us, 
and He will not stop until it has been delivered. Jesus says: “Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock.” Open the door, let Him in, and let your heart 
feel the gift of the Joy of Christmas again!  Merry Christmas to you and 
yours!   Amen         
 Pastor Rick   
            

Christmas Eve Service           
5:30pm  Carol Sing-Along             
6pm   Candlelight Service with Communion          
Recep on a er svice with cookies and cocoa                
And Santa Claus is coming in person!  Free gi s for Kids!
You can help us with dona ons of small oys and other 
gi s suitable for children.  We also need cookies and 
baked goods and snacks for the recep on.                       
(The church will provide the hot cocoa and drinks)                         
Thank you and Merry Christmas! 

                                                                                
Money Ma ers—October, 2022                      
Beginning Balance                   $ 33,645.51                          
Expenses          $    9,864.55                                          
Income          $    3,348.00                       
Ending Balance         $  27,128.96 



December  Birthdays                      
12/5     Debbie Zinke                 
12/9      Barbara Barden              
12/13    Melody Yancey            
12/16    Wilma Guyot            
12/18     Charlene Cooper          
12/20     Judy Muzuruk                                               
12/22     Donna McEver             
12/22      Rhe  Suarez             
12/24      John Nelson                
12/29      Mary Givens      
12/29      Howard Wilson 

  Have a Blessed Day!   
    
                                  
                                                                  
                             

December Anniversaries                 
12/4      Stacy & Jill Chasteen         
12/12     Reggie & Donna Co er                                      
12/18      Henry & Mar e Allen     
12/19      Phil & Marilyn Grassmuck                    
     Congratula ons!    

 Senior Scholarship Fund             
Thank you all for giving so generously to the         
Scholarship fund!  We are around halfway to our goal 
of $1500 to be awarded next Spring to our gradua ng 
senior, Ray Cowen!  God bless you for helping to bless 
the next genera on as they graduate and move on to 
college!  

 

New A.C. System  

If you would like to contribute to the Fund to pay for 
our new  A.C. unit, please mark your envelope or 
check with special A.C. Fund.  Thank you for giving 
whatever you can to help with this expense. 

 

Pictorial Directory                                                    
We have compiled the informa on for the directory 
and have it available in the lobby of the Church .  We 
are s ll working on the set up for the pictures and will 
have the completed directory ready to print as soon as 
it is finalized. 

 

 

 



 

        

                          
Empowering children and families to experience the           
transforming love of Christ through wholis c care. 

The fi h Sunday of a month is designated as Children’s 
Home Sunday, with a special collec on to help fund the 
needs of the children there. We donate items, such as 
socks, underwear, etc  at Christmas.  Dona ons can also 
be made at any me  throughout the year.                                                                                           
Current  resident needs include:  wash cloths, bath       
towels, Cantu brand hair products, Boys hairbrushes,     
female   liquid body wash, AAA ba eries  and  Boys        
deodorant (non-aerosol).          

         

Christmas Sock Line         
The Christmas Sock line is up and you can help us 
bless the children at the United Methodist Children’s 
Home with a dona on of new socks for kids of all 
school ages.  We will be accep ng dona ons through 
Sunday, December 19th.  Thank you and God Bless 
you for bringing a li le joy to a child’s life this    
Christmas Season! 

                                                  Healthy Living   
                                                                                                                         

Recently a gentleman approached me in Walmart and said “ Hello. I wanted 
you to no ce something—you are the only one in the store with a smile on 
your face.” Incredibly, I no ced that he was right! In the quarter of the store 
where we were, there was not one smile. Everyone was task focused, eyes 
straight ahead. It gave “voice” to something I had been no cing on an         
unconscious level in many loca ons: that many people were exhibi ng       
anxiety symptoms and focused only on the immediate task. 

As we enter the post-pandemic,Holiday Season, please keep in mind that 
Mental Health challenges are all around. Those who have come through it 
need to be aware of those who have not yet “recovered”. Mental Health   
First aid is needed as at no other me in our history.  

If you see a friend who is struggling to maintain emo onal health or to regain 
a sense of managing life a er losses, here are some Mental Health First Aid 

ps to be aware of and to be ready to prac ce with friends and rela ves this 
season. 

First: Assess Suicide Risk.  Reach out to someone who seems distressed with 
sympathe c listening. A comment such as “I’ve no ced that you seem       
bothered by something recently. Can you tell me about it?” 

Next:  Listen carefully and without judging.( Maybe over coffee). Keep the 
focus on your friend’s comments. Carefully determine if your friend has   
strategies to help him through what he is feeling.  

Then: Give reassurance. Ask the friend how he can manage this using his   
own skills to recover his “old Self” and grow through adversity. Evaluate his 
capacity. 

Next:  Encourage and help to explore professional resources, clergy and/ or 
mental health. 

Last:  Assure that the friend follows through and provide support to the 
friend. Be part of the ongoing support by reassuring and having faith that he 
can become be er as the friend follows through to recovery. 

 



 

   

                                                                             

 Dates to Remember     

                                                 

                
Christmas Caroling!   We are planning a 
few opportuni es to sing Christmas Carols together        
outside in front of the church between now and  
Christmas.  All are welcome to come join us as we sing 
songs of the season.  Details on dates and mes will be 
coming soon!  Check Facebook and Church Website, as 
well as the weekly bulle ns for updates. 

                       

 

                                               

December 11th   We will be having a  special Potluck     

Luncheon   directly following the Worship service.   Please    
plan on staying for the great food, fun and invite a friend!                                                                                                    
Our monthly Church Mee ng will directly follow our  Pot Luck 
Luncheon.  All are invited to a end and help  us plan how to 
best serve God through the ministries  of Grace UMC.       

 

                                                                     
December  23rd  The Chris an Fellowship 

Brunch will be  held on Friday,  at 11:30am  at  Fred’s Market, 
1401 W Dr MLK Jr Dr.!   Everyone is  welcome!  

                                                                                       

            

Keep this # Handy. Mental Health Hotline #  988 

Local Tampa Bay area Police, Ambulance, Fire  is #911 

For general health and Social Services # 211 

Wishing Happy and Care Free Holidays,                        
Barbara Barden , Faith Community Nurse 

 

 

                          Outreach Photos 

                Truck or Treat October 2022 

 



 

   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 2 3                     

 4           Choir 

9:30am   Worship  
10am 

5 6              La-

tino   Heart Food                  
Distribution 4pm 

7                
Bible Study 
10am 

8 9                                                      10            

11 Choir9:30am   

Worship 10am           
Pot Luck Luncheon  
Church Meeting 

12 13 Latino Heart 

Food   Distribu-
tion 4pm 

14              
Bible Study 
10am 

15 16  17 

18                 
Choir 9:30am                
Worship 10am                               

19 20Latino Heart 

Food   Distribu-
tion 4pm 

21               
Bible Study 
10am 

22     23 Fellowship 

Brunch 11:30am 
Fred’s Market    
1401 W. MLK  Dr. 

 24 Christmas Eve 
Caroling 5:30pm 
Candlelight Service 
6pm      

25  Christmas                 

Choir 9:30am    
Worship 10am    

26                                                           27 Latino Heart 

Food   Distribu-
tion 4pm 

28              
Bible Study 
10am 

29 30  31 New Year’s 

Eve  

December  2022 


