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  Come and help us raise a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 

             If you would enjoy lending your  
           voice  to sing praises to Our Lord,    
                     we invite   you to join our small choir 
to provide  special  seasonal music on Sundays.   We 
prac ce  on Sunday mornings at 9:30am.    

            

La no Heart Ministries                                                              
La no Heart Ministries helps on average between 30 and 
40 families in need in our area each week with dona ons 
of food, clothing, and household goods that have been 
donated to the cause.  The boxes are distributed every 
Tuesday at 4pm.  If  you would like to know more about 
how you can assist in this  ministry,  please contact:     
Pedro Rocha at:  813-484-4856,   or  email:                        
la noheartorg@ yahoo.com                                                          

 

Altar flowers     
The new Flower charts for 2023 are up 
on the bulle n board in the Church lobby.  Please   
sign up to honor a loved one, or celebrate a special         
occasion!  Get your list of dates together to ensure 
you can get the dates you want.   
       

 

                                            Drop the T 
 
    “Here is where you’re finding me, in the exact same place as 
New Year’s Eve, from a lack of my persistency, we’re less than 
half as close as I want to be.” These words are taken from the 
lyrics to a song by the Chris an band Reliant K, and it was wri en 
about a Christmas Eve revela on that the writer once had. He 
suddenly realized that as the end of another year was fast ap-
proaching, he s ll found that he was not as close in his rela on-
ship with God as he wanted and intended to be when he made 
resolu ons on the previous New Years Eve.  
      We have all been there, and at least for me, I completely 
share the sen ment that I am not as close to God as I would like 
to be, and as I planned to be, and also the feeling that my lack of 
persistency in my pursuit of God is to blame. But here we are, 
staring down a brand new year, and the possibili es seem to be 
overwhelmingly endless, to the point of making it difficult to 
know where to start. So, I was thinking that I really need a plan 
to help me focus, and to give me a sense of direc on and pro-
gress in my pursuit of a closer walk with God this year. And I had 
an idea come to mind that stuck in my head and maybe it will 
help me to stay on track as I try to follow God’s leadings for me 
into 2023.  
       Ever since I can remember, my father had a few words of 
wisdom that he was pre y insistent upon, and he never missed a 
chance to recite them to all us kids. Whenever we would u er 
the phrase: “I can’t!” He would enthusias cally rebuke our de-
feat, and tell us that we needed to remove that word from our 
vocabulary. My father was a U.S. Air Force jet fighter pilot and he 
lived what he preached. He had no “Quit” in him, and o en 
quoted Vince Lombardi’s famous phrase: “Winners never quit, 



                                                                                                                  
                         

               

           The Bible Study group meets on Wednesday             
 mornings  at 10am.  All are welcome to join us!                                                                     

                                                                    

Don’t forget the flowers!                                           
The flower charts for 2023 are  on the        
bulle n board  in the Church Lobby.  Please 
sign up to honor a loved one, or celebrate    
a special occasion.               

La no Heart Ministries                                                
La no Heart Ministries helps on average between       
30 and 40 families in need in our area each week with   
dona ons of food, clothing and household goods that 
have been donated to the cause.  If you would like to 
know more about how you can assist in this ministry, 
please contact : Pedro Rocha at  813-484-4856 or                                              
email:    la noheartorg@yahoo.com                        

                                                                                       
Is God Calling You?                    
Anyone interested in being bap zed or becoming a 
member of Grace United Methodist Church, Please 
contact Pastor Rick at   813-503-7933  or                      
email:    Pastorrick.phillips@gmail.com    

 
 
             
and qui ers never win!” Did I men on that my dad also was the 
coach for our li le league baseball team? Li le did I know that 
his coaching for the sport was preparing me for much bigger 
challenges in life.  
     So, this year, I am thinking about being more persistent in my 
seeking of God’s Will for me, and I am going to modify my dad’s 
idea of removing the word “can’t” from existence. Instead of 
erasing the word, I am just going to “drop” the “t”, and turn the 
most nega ve word and ac on, or lack thereof, into a powerful 
and mo va ng ba le cry when life’s hard knocks come calling: 
“I CAN!” And I will add: “Through Christ who strengthens me”!  
      But, we will s ll come up against walls that will not budge no 
ma er how long we beat our heads or other hard implements 
against them. What do we do when the path we are trying to 
walk becomes impassable? In Ma hew 17 Jesus tells his disci-
ples: “Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here 
to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 
Faith is the key to the closeness we seek with God, and it is our 
persistency in believing in God’s goodness and power that will 
overcome the “can’t” in us. 
      But there is another similar word to “can’t”, that is even 
more damaging to our pursuit of God’s plan for our lives. It is a 
word that also speaks volumes of nega vity, and what makes it 
even worse is that it carries with it the hidden meaning of a 
more conscious choice, more of a stubborn refusal to even try. 
“Can’t” carries the meaning of wan ng to do something but not 
feeling able, but this other word, “Won’t”, seems to say that we 
could be able to do something, but for whatever reasons we 
have, we are not willing to even try.               (con nued) 



 

 

                                                                 
                                                                                         
Carol          Arthur         Bubba                Raymond                                                       
Rebecca      Dian            Charlene            Pedro                    
Brenda        Yvonne        Margie               John                                                
Sue Pealo    Bobby          Phyllis               Susan Speck         
Mary Givens   Judy         Be y                   Ken & Mary                           
Ella             Lauren              Jasmine           Brianna       

  

We pray that God will bless and protect us all!    
Prayers for our country, for unity and peace.          
 God bless America!                                                                    

                                           

  

  

                                  
                                                                                   

 

 

(Con nued)                                                                                         
“Won’t” gives the connota on that we have given up and have dug 
in our heels and are not willing to budge or reconsider. But maybe 
we don’t have to ban the word “Won’t” from the world’s vocabu-
lary, but just modify it the same way we did to “Can’t”, and just 
drop the “T”. Look what happens, “Won’t” becomes “Won”. What 
have we won? Well, we have won freedom from sin and death and 
all worldly woes because we have decided that we can and will ac-
cept to share in this gi  that Christ has won for us on the cross. 
     The only use I can find for the aforemen oned nega ve words  
is to say that I can’t survive this life without the love of God 
through Christ, and I won’t ever stop believing that Jesus is the  
only way, the only truth, and the only Life there is to be found. We 
can turn our lives around and allow God to lead us, and I think it is 
important to have a plan, and possibly a mission statement, and it 
is always good to include some good friends on your journey to 
keep each other company, and hold each other accountable to   
the     mission to persist in our pursuit of Faith in God. Maybe it  
can all begin with something as simple as dropping the “T”.                               
Happy New Year!   Today is the first day of the best of your life!                                                                                                                        
Pastor Rick Phillips 
 

                                                                                        
Money Ma ers—November, 2022                      
Beginning Balance                   $ 27,128.96                         
Expenses          $ 13,437.82                                          
Income          $   3,668. 00                      
Ending Balance         $ 17,359.14 

 



January  Birthdays                       

1/3      March Butcher                        
1/5      Linda Almand            
1/9       Margie Phillips                    
1/10    Kenneth Yancey                                                                 
1/12     Jan Payson                               
1/15     Lola Pullen                                                     
1/17     Marie Hobkirk     
1/20     Sylvia Gross       
1/20     Henry Allen                          
1/29     Richard Rawls 

  Have a Blessed Day! 

 

 

 

                                              
January Anniversaries                 
1/22     Daryl & Lorie Rogers            
  Congratula ons!    

                    

      

 Senior Scholarship Fund             
Thank you all for giving so generously to the         
Scholarship fund!  We are around halfway to our goal 
of $1500 to be awarded next Spring to our gradua ng 
senior, Ray Cowen!  God bless you for helping to bless 
the next genera on as they graduate and move on to 
college!  

 

New A.C. System  

If you would like to contribute to the Fund to pay for 
our new  A.C. unit, please mark your envelope or 
check with special A.C. Fund.  Thank you for giving 
whatever you can to help with this expense. 

 

Pictorial Directory                                                    
We have compiled the informa on for the directory 
and have it available in the lobby of the Church .  We 
are s ll working on the set up for the pictures and will 
have the completed directory ready to print as soon as 
it is finalized. 

 

 

 



 

        

                                                           
Empowering children and families to experience the           
transforming love of Christ through wholis c care. 

The fi h Sunday of a month is designated as Children’s 
Home Sunday, (This will occur on January 29th ) with a 
special collec on to help fund the needs of the children 
there. We donate items, such as socks, underwear, etc  at 
Christmas.  Dona ons can also be made at any me  
throughout the year.                                                                                           
Current  resident needs include:  wash cloths, bath       
towels, Cantu brand hair products, Boys hairbrushes,     
female   liquid body wash, AAA ba eries  and  Boys        

deodorant (non-aerosol). Thank you to all who          
donated gi s for our Christmas Sock Line to help 
brighten the children’s Christmas.          

 If you would enjoy   
lending your voice to  
sing praises to Our Lord, 
we invite you to join our 
small choir to provide 

special music at the Sunday Worship  services.  There 
are  no audi ons, and anyone can join!  We prac ce 
on Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall!   
Come help us raise a joyful noise to The Lord! 

                                                  Healthy Living   

                         

While the US has put people on the moon, manufactured robots, 
automobiles, and jet engines, and has generally been thought   
to be superior in many ways than poorer countries, many of 
those countries are superior to us when it comes to ea ng.     
Our        Na onal Center for Chronic Disease Preven on and 
Health Promo on publishes sta s cs that show that we are not 
helping ourselves when we fail to select the foods that help us 
resist diseases. And that is causing us early deaths and chronic 
poor health that could be avoided.  

Many have not had or sought informa on regarding healthy 
ea ng. Un l we become ill, some do not realize that there are 
ways of preven ng and diminishing the rates of chronic illness 
that affect us or our friends and rela ves. 

Very soon, as your Faith Community Nurse, I would like to begin 
a class to help those who are interested, learn about proper    
nutri on and improving health with the foods available to us 
that are most nutri ous. Class will have to be restricted to the 
materials that I have , so the first 8 people will be  mee ng  
weekly for 12 weeks as we learn together how best to maintain 
proper weights, how to exercise,  and how to  best resist those 
chronic and acute diseases with food that is healthy and        
available. 

Class will be restricted to those who sincerely want to learn and 
feel be er, and who will give their best efforts to improving 
ea ng habits. Who wants to join me in this health challenge? 

Happy New Year, and Be er Health to All,                                                      
Barbara  



 

   

                                                                             

 Dates to Remember                    

                                  

 

                                                        

January  8th   We will be having a  Potluck  Luncheon  directly 

following the Worship service.   Please   plan on staying for the 
great food, fun and invite a friend!                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

January 8th   Our monthly Church Mee ng will directly follow 
our  Pot Luck Luncheon.  All are invited to a end and help  us 
plan how to best serve God through the ministries  of Grace 
UMC.       

 

  

 

                                                                    
                                                                     

January 27th  The Chris an Fellowship Brunch will be  held 

on Friday,  at 11:30am  at  The Wooden Spoon , restaurant,                       
712 S. Collins St.!   Everyone is  welcome!  

 



 

   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1Happy NewYear 

Choir  9:30am       

Worship 10am 

2 3             
Latino Heart  
Food                
Distribution 4pm 

4              
Bible Study 
10am 

5 6 Epiphany 7                      

 8  Choir 9:30am   

Worship 10am           
Pot Luck Luncheon  
Church Meeting 

9 10               
Latino   Heart 
Food                  
Distribution 4pm 

11              
Bible Study 
10am 

12 13                                                    14           

15                         
Choir 9:30am 
Worship 10am         

16   Martin      

Luther King Jr 
Day 

17 Latino 

Heart Food   
Distribution 
4pm 

18            
Bible Study 
10am 

19 20 21  

22                
Choir 9:30am                
Worship 10am                               

23 24 Latino 

Heart Food   
Distribution 
4pm 

25             
Bible Study 
10am 

26      27 Christian  

Fellowship Brunch 
11:30amCollins St    
The Wooden Spoon 

28    

29  5th Sunday                   

Choir 9:30am    
Worship 10am    

30                                                           31 Latino 

Heart Food   
Distribution 
4pm 

              

January 2023 


