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  Come and help us raise a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 

             If you would enjoy lending your  
           voice  to sing praises to Our Lord,    
                     we invite you to join our small choir 
to provide  special  seasonal music on Sundays.        
We prac ce  on Sunday mornings at 9:30am.    

            

La no Heart Ministries                                                              
La no Heart Ministries helps on average between 30 and 
40 families in need in our area each week with dona ons 
of food, clothing, and household goods that have been 
donated to the cause.  The boxes are distributed every 
Tuesday at 4pm.  If  you would like to know more about 
how you can assist in this  ministry,  please contact:     
Pedro Rocha at:  813-484-4856,   or  email:                        
la noheartorg@ yahoo.com                                                          

 

Altar flowers     
The new Flower charts for 2023 are up 
on the bulle n board in the Church lobby.  Please   
sign up to honor a loved one, or celebrate a special         
occasion!  Get your list of dates together to ensure 
you can get the dates you want.   
       

 

                                             
 Love may be blind, but hatred is completely senseless 
    

 We have to really think about that for a couple of minutes to 
really understand the hidden deeper meaning of that statement. 
We have so many senses to take in the world around us, and to 
experience the emo ons and fullness of life and each other, and 
even God himself. The  combina on of our sight,  hearing,  smell,  
taste,  touch, and that spiritual sixth sense all come together to 
give us the total picture  of each moment, and cause us to feel 
emo ons like joy or sadness or fear or anger depending  on the  
situa on.  So we have all heard the old saying that love is blind, 
but I think it is more true that love helps us see more clearly,  
and to see more,  almost like a pair of x-ray glasses. We know 
where the saying came from as people in love just don’t seem to 
be able to see the other person’s obvious faults or shortcomings, 
but I think that it is more accurate that they are able to see 
deeper into the person’s true quali es, and they stay focused on 
those a ributes that are harder to see at first, un l their eyes 
actually start to see beyond the surface, and into the heart and 
soul of the person they have come to love.  And so, what seems 
like blindness on the part of the ones’ who love is really just a 
ma er of focus. Love is the presence of all of our senses, but 
hate blocks our senses and deadens them. Love brings our     
senses alive, hatred kills them.  When someone allows          
themselves to be consumed by hate, they truly do lose their 
senses.   They can not hear their friends trying to talk some sense 
into them,  they can not  see how their ac ons, or lack of ac on, 
is affec ng others who are just innocent bystanders. People who 
harbor hate within themselves soon lose their sense of feeling, 
and they become numb to the love of God reaching out to them. 
They long for the sweet taste of revenge only to find that it 
tastes even worse than defeat. They can not even smell the     
decay of their own spirit as they leave no space in their souls    
for the love of Christ that is essen al to live.  



  The Bible Study group meets on 
Wednesday mornings  at 10am.            
All are welcome to join us!                                                                     
                                                       

                      Is God Calling You?               
Anyone interested in being bap zed or becoming a 
member of Grace United Methodist Church, Please 
contact Pastor Rick at   813-503-7933  or                      
email:    Pastorrick.phillips@gmail.com    

 

Pictorial Directory                                                    
We have compiled the informa on for the directory 
and have it available in the lobby of the Church .  We 
are s ll working on the set up for the pictures and will 
have the completed directory ready to print as soon as 
it is finalized.      

                                                                                 

 

 

Together We Can!                                                                         
As we begin the new month celebra ng                                                
Holy Communion together, please remember to            
bring in a non-perishable food dona on to go to our 
Church food pantry 

 
 
      

Hatred is u erly and completely senseless, and pointless.      
You can not build with hate, you can only destroy, and in the 
process,  you destroy yourself.  But with the love of God all 
things are possible.  You can build on a founda on of love.  
Love makes everything be er. Love enhances each of our   
senses, but in a way it blinds us to evil so that we do not        
become fixated on that, and re-focuses us on the good in   
every person and every situa on.  That does not mean that 
we will not see the needs of others or be oblivious to their 
plight, but we will stay posi ve and hold on to whatever  
small hope there is, and with God, there is always hope, no 
situa on is hopeless in His hands. When we listen in love, we 
hear what is truly meant despite what words or tone are used, 
and we are able to hear God urging us to be merciful, as He is 
to us. Love makes our sense of feeling much more acute, and 
that is a gi ; and a curse. Love hurts some mes. It causes us 
pain to see suffering, and it would be so much easier if we 
could just turn that off some mes, but it is that very pain   
that drives us to do   something to try to help. But when there  
is joy, we are able to feel the full force of that end of the  
spectrum as well, and some mes you can be so filled with the 
joy of the Lord that it hurts. But that is just the “good” hurt of 
growing pains. When we live a life filled with God’s love our 
lives take on a sweetness that we can taste in every breath he 
gives us, and even the taste of defeat takes on a flavor of 
hopefulness that only Jesus can provide.  And as we strive to 
become “salt” in the world, we can help enhance the flavor of 
other’s lives as well. As we all con nue to spread the love of 
Christ maybe one day the whole world will come to it’s      
senses.  Love never fails. 

Pastor Rick Phillips 

          



 

 

                        

 

 

                                                                                         
We pray that God will bless and protect us all!    
Prayers for our country, for unity and peace.           
         God bless America!                                                                    

 Arthur Be y  Bobby Brenda          
Briana Bubba Carole Charlene   
Dian  Ella  Jasmine  John    
Judy  Ken  Lauren Maggie                    
Marilyn Mary  Mary Lu Pedro                    
Phyllis Raymond Rebecca Reggie            
Rusty  Sue  Susan  Yvonne 

                                      

 Prayers for the family and friends of Brenda Rocha. 

Prayers for family and friends of Maggie’s nephew, 
Larry.        
    

                                  
                                                                                   

 

 

                                                                                        
Money Ma ers—December, 2022                      
Beginning Balance                   $ 17,359.14                         
Expenses          $   4,758.25                                      
Income          $   3,645.00                      
Ending Balance         $ 16,245.89 

             

            
New A.C. System                                                                             

If you would like to contribute to the Fund to pay for our 
new  A.C. unit, please mark your envelope or check with 
special A.C. Fund.  Thank you for giving whatever you 
can to help with this expense. 

                   

 

Senior Scholarship Fund 

Thank you for giving so generously to the       
Scholarship fund!  We are around halfway to our 
goal of $1500 to be awarded next spring to our 
gradua ng Senior, Ray Cowen!  God bless you   
for helping to bless the next genera on as they 
graduate and move on to college! 



February  Birthdays                          
2/4      Paula Shields           
2/5      Shelby  Ketchen                         
2/9      Hal Shiffrar                                                                 
2/11    Peg  Kalm                                                                                                     
2/17     Buster                         
2/19     James Ruscavich             
2/26     Rebecca  Brewster                         
2/28     Brenda Grant 

  Have a Blessed Day! 

 

 

 

                                                                 
              

February Anniversaries                  
2/1      Chuck & Naomi Barton               
2/22    John & Kathleen Durbin                 
2/25    Frank & Claude e Waddell        
        Congratula ons!    

                    

  

   Words of Grace  

This issue of the monthly newsle er for Grace UMC, 
Plant City Florida has the dis nc on of being the 
150th month of publica on!  The significance of this is 
that it has been ongoing for 12years and 5 months, 
and is s ll being used to inform the Congrega on and 
friends of Grace UMC, of  the wonderful love for God, 
our fellow brothers and sisters, and our Community!   

It has been my inten on to con nue to not only show 
the mee ngs, dinners, and community gatherings,  
but to encourage our Congrega on to take an even 
greater personal interest in them. I encourage you to 
send   photos of events or no ces of  commi ee 
mee ngs that might be of interest for someone to 
join.   

It has been my pleasure to edit the newsle er for the 
past 2 years.  I feel truly blessed to be doing what I 
can to serve God and the wonderful   people who 
have welcomed me and so many others and made us 
a part of the family of Grace UMC.  God bless you all! 

Looking forward to the 200th issue! 

Donna Co er 

 



 

        

                                                           
Empowering children and families to experience the           
transforming love of Christ through wholis c care. 

The fi h Sunday of a month is designated as Children’s 
Home Sunday, (This will occur on January 29th ) with a 
special collec on to help fund the needs of the children 
there. We donate items, such as socks, underwear, etc  at 
Christmas.  Dona ons can also be made at any me  
throughout the year.                                                                                           
Current  resident needs include:  wash cloths, bath       
towels, Cantu brand hair products, Boys hairbrushes,     
female   liquid body wash, AAA ba eries  and  Boys        

deodorant (non-aerosol). Thank you to all who          
donated gi s for our Christmas Sock Line to help 
brighten the children’s Christmas.          

 If you would enjoy   
lending your voice to  
sing praises to Our Lord, 
we invite you to join our 
small choir to provide 

special music at the Sunday Worship  services.  There 
are  no audi ons, and anyone can join!  We prac ce 
on Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall!   
Come help us raise a joyful noise to The Lord! 

                                                                      

Healthy Living/ Post Pandemic 

This is an ar cle sharing the lessons learned from a Faith Community Nursing 
short seminar from February Last year. It was provided by the Spiritual health 
staff at St. Joseph’s Hospital.  I’m sharing it based on the notes I took, because 
I believe they may be worthwhile for all of us who say that we are Chris ans 
and who speak of loving our neighbors as ourselves. Remember February is 
the month for e 

Most of us have been taught the Lesson ONE of Friendship that comes from 
the Bible .”God created us to be in fellowship.” This has been validated by 
many life lessons in addi on to scien fic studies. Scien sts have proven that 
our brains work best when we are with friends and in social situa ons. Part of 
the data also comes from history of how prisoners of war were o en willing 
to lose their lives by sharing food with a starving friend, or to share forbidden 
notes with other prisoners. During the pandemic we have also heard stories 
of children deprived of in- person school who have despaired for not being 
with age-mates. Virtual learning did not provide the closeness of friendship at 
recess. (see First John3: 11 and beyond.) 

Lesson 2.)What we gain from friends is emo onal valida on that we ma er. If 
you” ma er”,  you have the desire to encourage others, care for others , val-
ue others, and develop resilience even to the point of being able to  disagree , 
but s ll love and respect each other. ( see Proverbs17:17; 18:24; and 27:6) 

Lesson 3.) There are mutual benefits for acts of caring.   One example is : your 
friend is hur ng  or suffering and you send cards, take food, show concern.  
Your friend, in turn, thanks you with a gi  or other way of showing apprecia-

on. (see 1 Timothy:5:1-4) 

Lesson  4.) Beware of worldly events that interfere with Friendship and Fel-
lowship. In our daily living, we some mes get distracted from doing what is 
right. We get “miffed” at a slight; we have disagreements and let them 
change our loving nature. We forget to feed our friendships and to offer our-
selves to those who need friends. Look only at one newscast and your will see 
evidence that our world needs healing We need people who understand that 
God meant for us to live in Fellowship with, and to help one another. Where 
did HE ever say, Make enemies? (Romans 1:1-12) 

 

 



 

   

                                                                             

 Dates to Remember                     

February 4th   On Saturday a ernoon, we will be       
having a  special  Barbeque dinner from 4pm—7pm    
to raise funds to help support our La no hearts      
Food ministry.  If you would like to volunteer to help 
serve or donate desserts or potato salad, we would 
welcome your generosity!                                  

God bless you! 

                                                        

 

February 12th  We will be having  a   Potluck  Luncheon 
directly following the Worship service.   Please plan on 
staying for the great food, fun and invite a friend!                                                                                                     

 

 

February 12th   Our monthly Church 
Mee ng will directly  follow our  Pot Luck Luncheon.  
All are invited to a end and help  us plan how to best 
serve God through the     ministries  of Grace UMC.      
                                                                                  

February 24th   The Chris an Fellowship 

Brunch  will be  held on Friday,  at 11:30am             
at Fazoli’s  Restaurant   238 W Alexander St!                                           
Everyone is  welcome!  

 

SO in this month of LOVE, reach out to those who need friends. 
Be friendly  to one another and give your Heart to Christ. He will 
lead you to those who need your friendship. People are hungry 
for friendships and recogni on  a er a long period of fear.  
Many have lost friends and loved ones.  Be  compassionate and 
share your best self with others.  

 Sincere Happy Valen nes Day.  

Barbara Barden, RN, FCN  (“I need all the friends I can get”) 

 

Special Dates to Remember 

Sunday, February 5th -  Celebra on of Life Service    
for Brenda Rocha  at Grace UMC at 3pm with a         
recep on to follow. 

 

Wednesday. February 22– Special Ash Wednesday  
service at 6:30pm, with the imposi on of ashes to 
mark the beginning of the Lenten Season.  Come   
worship with us as we re-dedicate ourselves to Our 
Lord and each other and begin our nourney to Easter 
Sunday together! 

 

 



 

   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1              
Bible Study 
10am 

2 Groundhog  

Day  
3 4  BBQ    

Dinner 4-7pm 
fundraiser                

 5 Choir 9:30am    

Worship 10am            
3pm Celebration of Life 
for Brenda Rocha 

6 7               
Latino   Heart 
Food                  
Distribution 4pm 

8              
Bible Study 
10am 

9 10                                        11           

12      Choir 9:30am                  

Worship 10am                 
Pot Luck Dinner            
Church meeting    

13 14ValentineDay         

Latino Heart 
Food                 

 Distribution 4pm 

15            
Bible Study 
10am 

16 17 18  

19                
Choir 9:30am                
Worship 10am                               

20         
President’s 
Day 

21 Latino 

Heart Food   
Distribution 
4pm 

22 Ash  
Wednesday   
Service 6:30pm 

23      24 Christian  

Fellowship Brunch 
11:30am Fazoli’s  
238 W Alexander  

25    

26                    

Choir 9:30am    
Worship 10am    

27                                                          28 Latino 

Heart Food   
Distribution 
4pm 

              

February 2023 


